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Neotes of
Topical Interest

(By “Switch.”)

THERE has been much criticism in
' Australia of the broadcast service
of flie new Australian Broadcasting
Co., but the proof of merit may be
gauged by the listemers’ barometer,
the license statistics. A loss of 311
licenses compared with the previous
month’s total—the first decline since
the introduction of broadcasting—is
shown by the Commonwealth’s total of
310,002 registered wwireless Ilisteners
for Deeember. In previous returns,
diffexgnt State totals have fluctuated,
but there has always been a steady im-
provement. Now, this is a definite
sign which may be interpreted in vari-
ous ways, but “Switch” reads in it 2
sure indication that broadcast listen-
ing in Australia is not increasing in
popularity as it should do, for in every
country where there is anything like
-a satisfactory service there is always
a marked increased in the number of
listeners from month to month. No
one, either, could seriously  contend
that Australia has reached “saturation
point.”

A WELLINGTON tirader informed

“Switeh” recently that he had
lately sold a couple of multi-valve all-
electrie recéiving sets for operation
without an outdoor gerial. The buy-
ers had listened-in at various homes,
and they stated that they were quite
-gatisfied to receive only 2YA, Welling-
torf. Static and extraveous noises,
they argued, only spoil the truly
musical éffect of “outside” stations.
Besides this, the musical programmes,
children’s sessions, lecturettes, news
service from 2YA was all that was de-
sirable. :

N a recent aight when 2F¥C, Syd-
ney, was broadcasting part of
Maurice Chevalier's talkie, “The Love
Parade,” from the Prince Edward
Theatre, Sydney, Amalgamated Wire-
less also transmitted the programme
- through the short wave high-powered
station 2ME., Before the programmnie
had been on the air many minutes a
- radio message was received through
Amalgamated Wirelesg that Comman-
der Byrd and his companions in the
Antarctic were listening. After the
- interval, Mr. Albert Cazabon informed
: the audience that Commander Byrd
~and party were among the audience.
i He for cheers for the explorers,
. whis ere warmly given, and the au-
Jdience sang: “For they are jolly good
: fellows.”  All this was duly broad-
cast back to Antarctica. Later in the
- evening Commander Byrd radiced to
: Amalgamiated Wireless that the pro-
“gramme had been greatly enjoyed.
“The Love Parade,” he stated, was the
first sound picture to0 reach the
Antarctie,

ONE should be thankful that we New

Zealanders do nmot have to submit
to propagandy, especially politicul,
from our broadeast stations. The Rus-
sian Soviet is installing a 75,000-wait
" hrogdeast station in the immediate
Ineighbourhood of Moscow for the main
spurpose of broadcasting Soviet pro-
paganda! One can imagine the iu-
mylt of protests if such a station were
slocated negy one of the New Zealand
centres, Very many licenses wounld
he allowed to lapse as a regult of such
\’ an outrage.

‘which it takes over

THREE of the “BY class New Zealand
stations have been heard by Wel-
lington listeners lately. They are 2ZM,
Gisborne, 4ZI, Dunedin, and the In-
vercargill station. Although these sta-
tions were at times fairly loud they
suffered from fading, which caused &
breakk in the continunity of reception.
Pading will always be an obstacle to
low-pressure transmission until some
revolutionary invention is made. In
New Zealand fading is most pronounc-
ed in vast areas, due to topographicai
and other influences more obscure.

“BLIND spots” in broadcast recep-

tion are not by any means rare in
New Zealand, as in other countries,
and they are one of the difficulties con-
fronting the Radio Broadcasting Com-
pany of New Zealand. “Switch” knows
of definite though restricted areas in
the Dominion in which even good old
faithful 2YA, Wellington, i¢ practi-
cally unreceivable. There ave other
areas in which distortion is almost
continuous, The remarkable feature
of the phenomenon is that in distancss
more remote than these unfavourable
areas broadcast veception of the same
station is well-nigh perfect. Tests by
experts have established these facts,
and there is evidence of similar con-
ditions in other countries.

THE wedding of “Aunt Gwen” wiit

remain long in the memory of
thousands of listeners, both young and
old. At the pro-Cathedral fully a
thousand juveniles assembled to see
“Aunt Gwen” in her becoming bridal
array. The actual ceremony came
over the air with astounding clarity,
and the words solemnly spoken by
Archdeacon Innes-Jones, and the re-
plies by the bride and bridegroom were
distinctly heard through many a loud-
gpeaker and pair of headphones. It
was all so wonderful, and listeners
felt it a privilege to heavr the first
broadceast in New Zealand, of an
actual marriage ceremony. Then there
were the speeches at the reception
given afterwards at the home of the
bride’s parents, and not the least ef-
fective of these wag that of Mr. J.
Davies. the genial director of 2YA, Wel-
lington.

N  Australian exchange says:-—

“South Australian listepers are
already enjoying the advantage of hav-
ing their station 5CL, Adelaide, linked
up with the National Broadeasting
services. The system of relays has
been extended, and every effort is be-
ing made to provide attractive pro-
grammes. The A.B.C. has now an-
nounced its policy regarding the
Queensland station 4QG, Brisbane,
from the State
Government at the end of January.
The hours of transmission are to de
extended considerably. ‘There will be
new features which should be appre-
ciated by listenevs.  Descriptions of
horse races, whilst running, will be
resimed under the new management,
and generally Queensland will have a
service at least egual to those pro-
vided in the southern States. The
faet that there has been u steady de-
crease in the number of licenses im the
north is the best evidence thaf a change
of control was desirable.,” In New
Zealand the remarkable coutinuous in-
crease in the number of listeners from
mouth {o month is wadeniahle proof
of the merit of the Dominion broad-
casting service,

In Lighter Vein

‘Wasting His Time.
Maid: “The master do write a lot,
mum.,” :

Mistress: »Yes, Susan, he's writing a
book.” ‘

Maid : “Lor, mum, fancy *im going to
all that trouble when ‘e could buy one
for sixpence.”’

Not Quite a Cellar Full.

The banker asked a man who was
frying to borrow money: “How much
have you in the way of immediate
liquid assets?”

To which Dhis Anierican cousin cau-
tiously replied, “About a case and a
half.”

A Curions Seng.

A dear old lady bad just returned
from her first visit to France.

“And what impressed you most?’
she was asked.

“Well,” she replied, after a moment
or two's thought, “I think it was the
French pheasants singing the mayon-
naise.”

Repentance,

“The best way to cut a person,” says
& writer, “is to give the impression that
you are upaware of his existence.”
Many husbands are wishing they could

- cut the lawn like that.

Profitable Advertising.

Tron and brass bedsteads; i/- down,
rust weekly.—Advt. in a Daily Paper.

There are other methods of selling
iron bedsteads.

Exactly.

Housewife: “Now, did you notice that
pile of wood in the yard?”

Swagger: “Yes'm, I seen i.”

Housewife: “You should mind your
grammar, You mean you saw it.”

Swagman: “No'm. You saw me sce
it, but you ain’t seen me saw it.”

Quite Certain.

The solicitor was frying o be funny
at the expense of an old countryman,

“But wise men doubt things: only
fools are sure of their case,” said {he
man of law.

“Are you sure of that?’ queried the
witness. '

“Yes, absolutely,” was the reply.

A Dark Story.

It was pitch dark in the reom. He
struck a watch to see what time it
was,—Short Story.

It is very doubtful if ihe watvh
wou%d tell him after such rough treat-
ment,

iy
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o s » ANCY Lead
the World . . .

Lissen radio parts have a name,
famous in radio circles all over
the world—a name that stands
for better wvalue, better parts,
and better radio.

So when youw're wanting radio
parts just agk for Lissen.

Short-Wave Coils and Aceessories
Bxtra,

radio dealer oan supily
Lissen Parts , . or send direot &

ABEL SMEETON Ltd.|

Customs Street East, AUCKLAND.
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