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PTER a long and strenuous
AL flight, fraught with mueh
' &7 784 hardship and danger, Mr. Chi-
Ao | chester, the well-known New
Yand [ Zealand aviator, landed  at
\jthe Mascot aerodrome, Syd-
uney, on January 30, thus con-
o cluding the last hop of his
splendid solo flight from England. Mr.
Chichester- has thereby aclieved the
distinetion of being the first New Zea-
land aviator to fiy to Australia over
this route. ‘

On the airman’s arrival in Sydney,
he was prompily approached by repre-
sentatives . of the Australian Broad-
casting Compaxny, who degired him to
glve 2 broadeast account of his adven-
turous Hight. This was consented td.

" and at 10.22 pam. on the evening of
January 31, an interesting interview
between the aviator and Mr. Charlton,
the dnnouncer of 2BIL, Sydney, was
‘broadeast.

Realising the great interest mani-
{est by the New Zealand public in this
daring flight, the R.B.. was also prompt
in making arrangements for a rebroad-

\mst of the event; and at 10.22 p.m.
the voice of 2BL’S announcer, who in-
didentally is a New Zealander, was
heard ecalling: “Hullo, New Zealand—
hullo, 2YA, Wellington—We are pleas-
ed to have ‘here for an interview to-

nig]'zt Mr. Chichester, one of your most .
. daring aviators, who bas just.conclud--

ed his wonderful solo flight from Eng-
land to Australia. Though this route
hgzs beer flown by several Australinn
aunmen, Mr. Chichester holds the hon-
-oured distinction of being the first New
Zealander to- accomplish’ the same
long and dangerous flight.,” Mr. Chi-
chester was then introduced, and the
interview commenced,

Mr. Chichester Iiterviewed.

T the commencement Mr. Chichester.

in reply to 2 guestion concerning
his “wonderful flight,” very generously
remarked that any New Zealand o1
Australian aviator, if afforded the
chance that he had been given, woul(
hileg eagerly seized the opportunity t
make the Right, :

Unfortunately at this juncture the
rebroadeast from 2YA was badly mar
ved by fading and hedvy statie, After a
period of a few minutes, however, re-
ception brightened and the conversation
became audible while the aviator was
deseribing his erash at Tripoll. One
win~ and the tail of hig 'plane were
ba".c damaged, and but for the kind-

‘mesy and assistance of the Itglian avia-
torg there he would have been delayer
much longer, )

In response to a question concerning
the weather experienced during the
fight, Mr. Chichester stated that the
Crossing of the Java Straits was by
Tar the stormiest portion of his jour-
ney, “The weather.from Darwin sieross
Queensland was extremely hot and
dusty,” continued the airman, “and
visibilfy was so poor that I could see
only about half a mile ahead. Naviga-
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tion was very confusing, as there were
no rivers where I expected to see them,
and the roads in the backblocks were
obliterated by lieavy rains. I was un-
fortunate in striking the latter condi-
tions,” continued the aviator, “as I un-
derstand they have rain in that district
only once in nine years.” )
While accomplishing this portion of
the flight Mr. Chichester had a very ex-
citing experience.  One evening at dusk
he was constantly on the look-out for
the landing lights of an aerodrome he
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© Much Hard Work, -

ALL arrangements for the flight had

taken five weeks of hard work,
stated, Mr, Chichester. Much had to
be dome. Yrovision had to be made
for refuelling along the voute, aund
passports for the differeni countries
he flew over bad to be secured.. The
latter part was, however, arranged for
him by the authorities in England.
“T hope 1 won't have fo return to
Egypt,” remarked the aviator humour-

IRE

Mr. Chichester, wlose graphie broadceasi account of his sole

flight was greatly appreciated

by listeners throughout New

Zealand and Australia.
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Chichester’s plane fuelling for the flight. - ‘Fhis is - tbe Gypsy
- Moth in which he achieved his lone flight _from England te

Australia.

knew to be close handy. Finally, after
an auxious period of watching, he sight-
ed what he took to be the lights for
which he was searching. He circled
down and landed—in a lake, 'This,
however, was fortunately only a few
inches deep. '

-—By courtesy Shell AMotor Spirjt.
ously, “for I flew over that eountry
without Deing passed by their Cus-
toms.”

WHEX vque's'tiéued' -avboﬂf, 'fhe bossi-
bility ‘of ‘a -regular -air  service
between England and Australia, Mr,

-E- Hamilton,

Chichester expressed the opinivnm that
as the Duteh were about to instituter
an aeroplane service between the East
Indlies and Holland. there was no rea-
son why a service shonld not be con-
ducted between = Australia and Fug«
land. In any event, he thought the
latter serviee was bound t6 come. and
if the JMustralian Govermment would
give its support, regular air communi-~
cation between the two countries coutd
be inangurated within 18 months,

“The Dbest type of machine for the

© wervice is undoubtedly a flying-boat,”

stated Mr. Chichester, *‘It should have
1 cruising speed of about 100 milew
ver hour. and should he desigued to
earry enough fuel for an eight-hou¥
flight cacle day of the journcy. 'The
trip would then bé completed in aboui
fhree weeks.” :
The airman vemarked that he wag
feeling exceedingly fif, and he hop
to Dbe leaving for Wellington during
the coming week. ‘ :

“Hear that. Netv  Zealand?”  said-
2BT'S announcer, 'The latter eoms

tinued by saying what a splendid rew
ception the airman had been afford

in Sydney. and that Australia wag
looking to New Zealand to provide .
au equally elaborate wefcome. '

Two-way Communication.
&t the econclusion of the interviee
* Mr. Charlton. 2BL’s mmouncel:x
called: “Hullo! New Yealand. Hulle?
2Y4A,  Wellington,” and be inguired
about the success of the rebroadeast.
At this, Mr. Druommond, the announcey
at 2YA, ealled back: “Hullo, 2BL, Syd«
ner. We would like to thank youw
for affording us this opportunity of
hearing Mr. Chichester relate his nnigue
experiences during his history-making

~Hight. He ix regarded by New Yealand

as ‘the liero of the hour! We also
iope that be will not have fo return
to Beypt—at least. not until he has
visited us and received the wonderfol
welcome that is awaiting him.””

This conversation between fhe twe
announcers is unique, inasmueh ag it
{s the first two-way communication ever
ostablished between fwo broadeasting
stations. one of them in New Zealand.

A River Concert

Unique Broadcast by 1Y A

'X*U:\‘TQUE' broadcast will he earvied
“™ out by IYA on Wednesday. Feb-
ruary 12,  On a previous occasion 1¥A
relayed a concert performed in the
Waitomo Caves; on this oceasion it

.will be. a3 . congert o be given on a

steamer moored in the Waikato River,
- The .eoncert is being
organised by the Mamilton Orvchestral
Sovlety, and an "excellent programme
may be anticipated. :



