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Toreign Vocal Selections.

I HESITATE to be among the grumb-
’ lers concerning progranunes, but
the Sunday afternoon session from
2YA always causes grambling in my
home. Is there any reason why vocal
items for the whole of the first hour
of that session should be given in
languages of which not one single word
can be undex#tood by the average list-
ener? At the time of writing (410
pan) on the above date, there has not
heen one single vocal item in English.
Doubtless there will be one or two; I
hope so, being heartily sick of having
“Music Without Words.”  Orchestral,
ete., is not included in this category,
for that is really what it amounts to.—
“Plain Englisb” (Wellington).

The Majority Rules.

Y OUR correspondent “Pro Bono Pub-

lieo” says he noticed “with some
disgust” the many listeners protesting
_ against the partial discontinuance of
~the announcing of racing results, and
goes on to call these listeners “so-
called sports.” Does P.B.P. consider
himself a sport in airing his own puar-
ticular grouch? Surely if he objects
0 listening to sporting results he can
switch off his set for the few minutes
necessary to give these.. I am »not
z follower of racing (it is eleven years
gince my last race meeting), but surely
it would be a selfish point of view to
ohject merely because I was not in-
jerested. So far as the musical items
are concerned, there are a nuwmber
. that do not appeal to me at all, but
I quite realise that there are many
other listeners who no doubt do ap-
preciate them und one cannot please
everyone. Doubtless the items that
appeal to me do not appeal to others.
Cannot P.B.P. take the good with the
bad and try and see the other fellow’s
point of view? Sports resulls seem
to appeal to the majority, and, after
all, it is the majority who should be
copgidered—*Marama” (New  Dly-
mouth).

Silent Day at 2XA,

Y I ask Mr. P.B.P., of Petouc,
Y4 why we are not entitled to sports
zegults He objects to a race result
being given after Beethoven's “Moon-
light Sonata.’ Well, Mr. Pro Bono,
you will get murders and music all
in one issue of any newspaper you
Tike to. read, so be a sport and let
us listen to our “Beethoven,” we listen
1o yours. .
© Now, Mr. P.H, of P.N, you make
some really unkind remarks about the
. -dimper music, race results, and silent
day at 2YA, Well, tune in on thiy.
You have a very fine station called
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a7 F. right on your roof every night
when 2YA is having his day of rest,
put then I doun't suppose you ywould
give yvour local station eredit for be-
ing there, When you say that it
would be impossible to discard a wire-
less, may .l refer you to the Ten (‘om-
meandments: you will find one that
fits Tour case—*'Sparton Six” (Dannc-
virke). .
Short-Wave Rebroadcasts.
IE Radio Broadecasting Co, bas to
endure such a varieiy of criticism.
most of it thoroughly unjustified, that
I do not wish this letter to be inferred
as coming from a confirmed radio
grouser. Not being a highbrow in musi-
cal matters or anything else, I suppose
I am easily pleased (at least, that is
what some doubtless would say) with
what seems to me to be the general
excellence of the way the Broadcasting
Company serves the large and cver-
growing number of listeners, but there
is one little matter that appears to me
to require explanation., and that con-
cerns 2YA’s re-broadeast of the opening
speeches at the London Naval Conler-
ence. T had the opportunity of hearing
the speeches direct from o8W on 2
short-wave set, and T can honestly say
that it was remarkable with what clar-
ity they were received in this way.
2YA, on the other hand, was picking
up hoise from somewhere, according
to what I heard af times, when we
gwitched on to this station to bear how
it was re-broadcasting the speeches.
Several listeners have told me that they
were disappointed at not heuring the
speeches more clearly from 2YA. al-
though everyone ackpowledges that the
re-broadeast of 38W was far more suc-
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cessful than anything previously af-
templed. If more of these re-broad-
casts are to be carried ouf., is there
anything in the contention advanced
hy some people that the receiving set
for the purpose should be located out
in the country somewhere away from
high-tension power lineg, so as to mini-
mige the risk of undue interference?
Perhaps the engineers can advise on
this point. Now, for something non-
controversial. You have been publish-
ing paragraphs about direct crystal
reception of 2YA on the Iloudspeaker,
That is quite possible with me. and 1
often Jisten to the local station by
that method in preference to the valve
set. My masts are 36ft. high, and the
aerial 120£t, long. The volume is suffi-
cient for the station fo be heard all
over the house—X. Swiney (North-
land ).

“Running 2YA

FNHDRE is no doubt that correspond-

ents writing in the “Radio Record™
are sincere in what they say, but T
would Jike to suggest that it iz fav
from the mark when they suggest that
the racing *“spuorts” are trying to run
the 2YA station,

I think 2YA is to be congratulated
on its enterprise in endeavouring to
supply the public with the very latest
items of interest, in the prompt and
thorough manner as was done during
last week, when relays were success-
fully conducted for the benefit of rac-
ing, cvicket, and tennis sports and eu-
thusiasts. Your correxpoundents arve
no doubt aware that 2YA was on the
air from 12 noon on Saturday aul
Monday of the Wellington races. and
opened specially on Wednesday. Janu-
ary 22, its silent day. The racing ro.
sults and announcements take up #

-comparatively small proportion of the

time of transmission, so surely “P.H.”
and others were on a “win,” for they
had at least two hours’ extra trans-
mission  of musical items each day.
Also. 2YA was on the air at 2 p.m.,
Triday, January 24 (ecricket) : 12 noon,
Saturday, January 25 (cricket, tennis,
trots), and is opening 2 p.m., Monday,
January 27 (cricket) ; 1 pam., Janu-
ary 28 (ITarbour DBoard jubilee): 2
p.m., Friddy. January 381 (tennis); 2
pan., Saturday, February 1 (tennis).
so surely it proves that all sports fix-
tures arve catered for alike by the
B.B.C. And we must not overiook
the fine boxing and football relays in
season. On the Wednesday after-
noon, & long relay wuas made of the
Euarly Settlers’ reunion during the
afternoon, so it cannot be truly argued
that the racing *“sports” get prefer-
epee to any other broadcast. And the

~ placed by an orchestra.
the orchestra we want during the

‘ing the same period of 1928,

station can be relied upon to contlnue; , ’

to treat all classes of sport on thé vy -

same level .

Just a line about the dinner musie.
All the wireless enthusiasts I know
consider the dinner music session, as
at present comnducted, the brightest

* hour of the day, and would not like

to see the fine musical selections dis-
We get all

evening session.—“Fair Go.”

Wireless Telegraphy

An Interesting Record”,

TURING the last 20 years the growth
of wireless hag been more rapid
than that of any other means of com-
munication. In this connection the
following very interesting paragraph
from the first issue of the “Dominion™
newspaper {(Thursday, September 26,
1007) 1is noteworthy. The paragraph
was headed ‘‘Wireless Telegraphby.”
and was a cable from Quebec, dated
September 24, It stated: “Mr. Mar-
coni states that he will shortly in-
augurate commercial ireless tele-
grams from Nova Scotia to Burope af
fivepence a word. Ie will be able to
transmit 20 words a minute.” That is
just 22% years ago, and during that
time great changes have taken place.
Wireless telegrams are now sent
round the world every day, and the
rate iy as great as 600 words and more
a minute.

It will be remembered that it was
only six years prior to this that Mar-
coni had transmitted signals across the
Atlantic for the first time. These sig-
nals were those comprising the letter
S, that is Within those few
short yeats Dbetween 1900 and 1907
Maveoni bad improved the science Yo
such an extent that lie was able to
open the first commercial service
that year. ’

Broadcasting News

]:?EW broadeast artists deserve to be

suffocated in the studio. Yet thig
fate nearly overtook a well-known per-
former at the Savoy Hill broadceasting
studio in London recently when he
strayed too near a ventilating tube

which had been cleaned with paraffin,

ITe is only just recovering from. un i1
ness which has lasted for weeks. The
problem of studio ventilation will be
oue of the first considerations of the
designers of Broadcusting Iouse, Port-
land Place. Bntirely new methods
are to be tried, as it is realised that
the present system at Sayoy HIill is
hopelessly inadequate.

HIERE appears to be no sign of a

decrease in the amount of radio ad-
vortising in° America. -The American
Department of Commerce announces
that durihg the months January to July
{inclusive)  this  year advertirers
“hought time” on the Columbia and

National Broadeasting Companles’ xte- .-

tions to the tune of £1,994,800, an in-
crease of £068,200 over that spent dur-
Whit
other tune was involved is not re-
ported. However, fhe method seems
to suit the U.S.A, advertisers arnd
listeners.
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