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Mr. H. L. Stimgon, Secretary of Statefor the United States, in accordane.
with a unanimous arrangement enter-
ed into beforehand, then proposed thatthe chairman to preside over the de-
liberations of the Conference should
be chosen from the delegation of that
nation which is the home of the Con-
ference. He was fulfilling the wish of
the visiting delegates by saying that
they were happy in the choice of the
Prime Minister of England as chair-
‘man of the Conference. This was in-
dorsed by the representative of France,
after which Mr. MacDonald took his
seat as chairman of the Conference,

Prime Minister’s Speech.

Me. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD in* his. speech displayed to advanticy®that mellowness of voice and power(of
oratory which have in part won for
him the position he now holds. A
more rapid speaker than others=heard
during the evening, and thereby suf-
fering a little in clarity under the con-
ditions, he was yet heard to distinct
advantage. "All I can say to my fellow
delegates," he said, "is that I shall be
very pleased to fill the position of chair-
man, and to endeavour to win your
approval of my impartiality." He pro-
ceeded to pay tribute to what he term-
ed "the gracious speech to whicli we
have just listened." He also express-
ed the hope, which the people of every
nation share, that our labours here
may be crowned with success, It was
peculiarly appropriate, and is the cause‘of the most profound pleasure, .that
this should be the occasion of‘ His
Majesty’s first public speech since his
yecent illness, and I do convey to him
in your name our hearty thanks for his
speech and congratulations upon his re-
covery." shapes

_ Following on this happy opening, Mr.
‘MacDonald proceeded to outline the
grave problems to consider which Con-
ference was convened. They were te
consider points in the solution of ‘which
difficulties ‘had been’ encountered again
and again. Every nation was concern-
ed with its own defence. The burdenof that defence, however, was a grow-
ing weight upon each individual nation
and ‘its progress towards ‘the fullest
civilisation. Hivery. nation aimed to
attain the fullest benefits of civilisationfor its members, On the other hand,
they had to ensure security, and the
problem that was presented was _ tleprice that was being paid for what they
regarded .as security. The military
preparations which any one nation felt
to be necessary for its safety must in
the nature of things be met by themili-
tary preparations of other nations, so
that no nation could be safe except by
disarmament. In their own Confer-.
ence they had to remember that what-
ever language was used, or whatever
figures were arrived at, they must not
affect the freedom of other nations. Mr.
MacDonald explained proceedings in
connection with the former Washington
Conference, and the prime purpose of
his own visit recently to America. It
had been’ felt that the time was ripefor further negotiations for mutual
benefit, and with the objective of at-
tainment of a fuller peace and under-
standing he his made that visit, That
wag the sole purpose of that visit, andthat subsequent gathering of this Con-
ference.

"THE whole world is turning its eyes
upon us to-day," he said. "It ex-

pects that we shall negotiate on theine md sassy Yeq. woydumsse


