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@h.OUD clicking heard by lsteners
when listening to “outside” sto-

tlons during windy nights will gen-
erally -be, found to originate from
flickering street lights. A “Wellington

-electrician recently examired the cause *
“of this street-light flickering, and he -
found that it is not always due to the

street globes being loose in their
sockets. He says that breaks in the
few feat of wire which copnect the
globe sockets to the street mains are
a frequent cause of the flickering of
the lights. These down-leads shake in

strong winds and hidden breaks in the -

wire “make and break” the circuit, .

HE latest. American Tmail brings
iews thaft Frances Alda, the
worli-famed prima donna, formerly
of New Zealand, sang in the grand
opera “La Tosca,” broadcast through-
out the United States by the National
Broadeasting Corporation network.
Gennaro Papi, the distinguished . oper-
atie conductor, wielded the baton on
the occasion of this studio production
of “La Togca.” It ig'vather a pity that

the atmospheric conditions preclude re-
ception in New Zealand of KGO, Oak-:
some -four

land, California, which
years ago was heard by hundreds of
New Zealanders,
Tosca” on the occasion mentioned.

IF. atmospheric conditions are fav-

ourable on Sunday night, January

26, New Zealand listeners with efficient

sets will have an opportunity of hear-

. ing Miss Gladys Moncrieff, the noted

Austtalian musical comedy - “star,”
" from 2FC, Sydney.

i MADAME JRENE "AINSLEY, the
New Zealand contralto voealist,

will sing at the Sydney Town Hall on
Thursday, January 28, at a concert
which is to be broadeast by 2FC, Syd-
ney. Her items will be the following
excerpts from “Samson and Delilah”:
“Oh;-- Love from Thy Power” and
“Softly Awakes My Heart.” Madame

- ‘Irene Aingley is a pupil of Madame

Marchesi, who wished to adopt her as T

2 daughter, and also of Dame  Nellie
Melba, who dccompanied her at her
firgt concert at the Wigmore Hall, Lon-
don; She knew Caruso personally and
has sung on concert tours with many
world-famous celebrities.
were Mischa Elman, Puceini, John Me-
Cormiek, Backhaus, and others. She
has sung in all the greatest cities of
the British Ysles with the Casstelina
. Opera GCompany, the Carl Rosa Opera
Cq#pany, and the Joseph O’Mara Com-
piny. “She has also sung before Roy-
alty over a dozen times. Hor a guar-

» ter of a century she has been one of
the most notable figures.in British
operatic circles and still retains her
wonderful voice in all its richness. She
ig on a holiday in Sydney.

. RECENTLY, from - David Sarnoff,
. executive "vice-president of the
Radio -Corporation of America, the
U.8.A. Government Radio Commission
hegrd a detailed explanation of the
ramifications of the company, its cross-
licensing agreement with radio receiv-
~_iog set manufacturers, and a candid-ad-
mission that the company does hold
‘a substantial monopoly of radio pa-
tents. And the committee rather liked
it, for the operations of the company,
which long have been complained of as
a stifling monopoly, were explained in
such a manner’that even Senator Dill,

Democrat, of Washington, whe has led

KGO relayed “La,

Among them.

THE N.Z. RADIO RECORD -

the fAght against what he cglis the
“Radio Trust,” admitted that if wasn’t
80 bad after all. Both General Har-

bord and Sarnoff denounced “irrespon-

sible. criticism of the R.C.AY ¢

THE deep-sea yacht race from Mel-
bourne seross Bass Strait to
Launceston, which was won by the

Oimarg, was notable, as it was the.

first occasion on which wireles strans-
mission was effected from one of. the
competing yachts. A young Melbourne
amateur  transmitter accompanied the
vacht and operated onm & wavelength
of 85,2 metres with crystal control

-and a 10-watt transmitting valve. He

used a generator to deliver 50 watts
output at 500 volts.: The yacht ‘en-
countered -a ferrific gale in = Bass
Straif, and heavy seas swamping the
cabin, ‘the transmitting plant (which

‘had kept the Press inforsaed of the L'

progress of the yacht) was put out
of getion, Now, what about our Wel-
lington amateurs selecting a represen-
tative to emnlate the Melbourne ama-
feur’s example on the oceasion of our
anoual deep-sea yacht race. across
Cook Strait? .

HE Australian stations have con-

tinted of late to be mere shadows
of their former selves, ‘Whatever it
is, the cause of this weak trans-Tas-
man reception has been a protracted
source of complaint among New Zea-
land listeners. The weather, too, has
been abnormal, and the sunspots, if
regponsible for the trouble, have had
a world-wide influence on meteorologi-
eal conditions, The liper Tainui,
“which arrived at Wellington Iately
from Tondon, experienced extraordin-

ary weather all through the Tropics. -

People who care to sit up till after
midnight may receive two or three
stations across the Tasman, but they
are scarcely worth the trouble.

. “WHISKER” (Te Aro) says that his

crystal set ig not giving as loud
reception of 2YA as it did about 12
months ago; in fact, it has been stead-
ily decreasitg in volume dutring the
past three months, “Whisker” does
not state the type or nature of his
erystal, but tbe trouble mdy be recti-
fied by scraping the surface of the
crystal with a clean knife to bare a
new surface, The erystal must not
Jbe touched with the bare fingers; a

pair of clean_ pliers or pincers should

be used instedd. 'The tip of the eat-
whisker should be snipped off with
1 pair of scissore and the wire tip
brightened with & rub of fine glass
papes,

7

"SOME time ago a Istener ‘wrote
"Switch” urging the merits of the
records of Martinelll, the great Italian
fenor of the New York Metiropolitan
Opera Company. . The following brief
biography ‘of the famous singer has
been sent fo “Switch” :—“One of the
world’s great singers, Martinelli, served
an apprenticeship as a. cabinetmaker
in his father's business until he en-
tered the compulsory -military service
in his pative Italy. He expected to
remain a cabinetmaker™ until his eap-
tain heard him sloging in the barracks
one day, and advised .the youth to
study rmiusic in Milan. At the eaptain’s
suggestion, a Milanese family contract-
ed with the boy to give him a musical
education on the chance that he could
some day pay them hack, The family’s
gamble turned out to be 2 decidedly
worth-while investment.”

HE recent broadcasting by 2YA,
‘Wellington, of the ringside descrip-
tion of the performance of Wirth's
Circus has aroused & miniature storm
of controversy. The general opinion
is that the thing was rather overdone,
and that only two or three of the best
aets should have - been  deseribed.
“Switch” happened upon a group of
local radio enthusiasts who were dis-

—

ago. They agreed that it is tmpossible =
_to please everyone, but they thought
~ that it would be-difficult to find any-
. one in Favour of a whole night’s relay

from the cireus.

RECENTLY 2 local radio enthusiast
voiced a protest against the inclu-
sion of dance records, with a vocal

- refrain, from 2YA.  .He considered
that these -voeal  refrains  were ~
“trashy.” “Switeh” subsequently took

the trouble to visit various gramo-
phone dealers to ascertain the public
tastes on this very. subject, and in
every case was informed that buyers
of dance records consistently ask for
those with voecal refrains, and that a
dance record which has no voealisa-

tion must be particularly good before .

the public will touch it.

ow diﬁerent are things conneeted

with radio set selling to what they.
were some five or six years ago! A
Wellington dealer was
upon the boon the a.¢. set is proving to
the “trade” from a “servicing” poiut
of view. “In the old days,” he said,
“we had to teach purchasers how o
tune their sets. Some picked up: the
idea in half an hour, but many had
fo have two or three hours’ tuition.
Then they had to be taught how to con-
nect up their batteries, and the mys-
teries of ‘plus’ and ‘minus’ had to be
explained. ~Then the method of re-
charging batteries, information con-
cerning care of same had to be im-
parted,- Now we install ' a = set,
and in a quarter of an hour, at the
most, a purchaser of even the meanest
intelleet learns all that is necessary.”

“G_RAMO” {Johnsonville) has asked

“Switch” to publish his suggestion
that the ‘“talkie” manufacturing plant
which recently landed in Wellington
from Sydney might be used to advan-
tage in obtaining some records of the
now scarce tuis and bellbirds which are
found in no other couniry. These re-
cords, he urges, would be well worth

cussing the subjegt only a few daysbroadeasting,
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NEW ELECTRIC SETS

o

NG in RADIO 3

Plug in and Save Meney! :
6 and 7 Valves, All-Electric £35. Wonderful Value

- F. J. W. FEAR . & CO.

63 Willis Street, Wellington. Phone 41-446
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