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ON Wednesday, 4/1/30, I heard oneof the:fnost interesting. broadcastsI ‘have ever’ heard, writes Mr. "A. -D.
Rodgers The programmewas called«"Dancing Across. the:Oon-
tinent," and was broadcast by
(W8XK) on 25.4 and 62 metres, The
following are the notes I tooki-5pm, W8XK was R8, with New: Year

Dance music was receijv-
ed. during;the next 55 minutes.. 5.55aezWSK announced, "This pro-ig:éoming to: you throngh. the
"courtesy. of the National Broadcasting-Co. and "Associated Radio. Stations.There will now be a brief‘pause for a
station afhouncement, You have been
listening to the Westinghouse Station
KDKA, at,.Pittsburgh.Our next pro-
gramme comes to you from Chicago. .You will*now: "Dance Across the Con-tinent?*"5:57. p.m., "Hello, -everybody,
we are. to,you from the.
Central Hofel,. Chicago. There is ex-
actly 8-minutes left of 1929." One jazz
number, followed.
6 pam. "We will now carol in 1980.with,Auld Lang Syne." Music fromthe ballroom of the Central Hotel fol-
lowed.....8.55 p.m., "There will now’ be
® brief. pause for a station announce-
ment;, You have heen listening to the
Pioneer Broadcasting Station of The
‘World, EKDEKA. We will now take youover t0-»Denver, Colorado, Our po-
gramme 6.59 p.m, "Hullo
everybody,you are-now to hear the* New Year: celebrations in~ Denver,
Colorado,.The New Year is now sweep-
ing-across the continent and is* draw-ing -near.the. -Pacifie Coast. In: 15 sec-
onds sou,Will hear theDenver.Oathe-
: dral chimes: chime 12 p.m, mountain’standard. time" © ;

7 p.m., chimes and street noises, ote.9°
were heard, followed by dance musicfrom:: jthe. Denyer Athletic... Club.
(Strength.had this time reached R9 on62 metres, ) Dance music continued

. until7.55.p.m., .when.W8SXK went.overto SanJrdnciseo. 8 p.m., Sirens, fire
_ engines,. ete., from Market Street prac-
tically. ‘the announcer, .who.Wasmmaking .an attempt to describe theScené.,, 8.5 Dm, dancemusic followed,and thewhale world. had, begun. i930.
. ‘This:programie was teceived. also:
through.WOXF, and was éxcellent.un-"til the: latter part, when volume’ de-tcreased." ,1D. Ply ‘Big Ben ‘chines 7 p.m. in
, Sydney. "This is the. AmalgamatedWireless Station, 2M¥, Sydney, Aus-
tralia, transmitting a «ince pro-‘grammtié tothe N.B.C,. of America, We
open, ow". programme with a foxtrot,
‘The,’‘Toymaker’

's Dream,’", This trans-
missi;5) was made on 81,25 metres, and"was. received. pefectly at R9, audible
‘port. ‘from, the speaker. Concluded at10 pm, ;
. KZRM,:Manila, was R&S. RA98,, Si-
berig,on. 88 and 70 metres, R&S. 58Wwith BigBen was R7 -at -12.80.am
. 2BK,,.Bangkok, Siam, was R8 at 12.45
» &.m..,..On--60 métres. stranger ‘talkingvat R& Ithink this is F8G0, Paris,
. ZLOB... .ZL2A% ZLABL testing,
VK2HC. VK2LF ati pm I
heard,eight.countries and. conciniad asuccessful day., '

RadioDevelopment in 1930
Smaller .and. More Powerful. Receivers

AM this time the thoughts of listeners
™

and would-be listeners are directed
to the sets. of1980. +-Various are the
prophecies and the fallowing. from the
"Scientific American’: presents "a very
comprehensive summnipit'yi
While it would appéar froma glance
at the radio advertising that there had
been a great many "startling: develop
ments, it frequentl¥:ibecomes apparent
after the sedson is WéH under way that
thére ‘have been only. one or two im
portant’ innovations."
This season we are confronted with
such terms as "s¢rpn-grid," "linear
‘detection," "band-pass filter," and
countless other terms "and phrases’whith hold no méaning for the layman. '
After all, the final test of any radio
réceiver is what cotiiés out’of the loud
speaker. If the quality of reception
does not come upto his expectatidns,
the mere fact that: the set uses screen
grid valves or has -Hrear detection or
any other feature will not induce him
to buy. yate
In reviewing this:stason’s radio sets,.
we find that the gréatest stridés have
been made in the fmnproved quality of
tone and fidelity dfréeproduction. In
fact, a point has been reached ‘where it.
is a difficult matter to note any
marked différence*in the reproduction’of sets ranging in the same price class.’‘In this respect it..would be interesting,
to witness a radio Blindfold test, using
a dozen or so of thé leading radio sets:
of different manufacture similarly pric-°
ed. It is safe’ to predict that the re
sult of such a test-‘vould show that the
majority of people who are incapable’
of splittinghairsof musical harmonics, °
and to whom overtones and undertones
go unnoticed,’ would be unable to make:
an honest distinction- between them, |
While the great’majority of manu-:
facturers’ are feituring sets using
‘sereen-grid ‘valves, not all of the iin
‘proved tone quality can. be attributed’
to the use of this? new valve. A power’
valve which has recently come into use,’
and the progress that has been madé in
dynamic speaker’ design, have. contri
buted largely to the better reprotiuc-'
tion evident in this year’s receivers.
Some credit niust also be given tothe broadcasting. stations for their:
-higher quality ‘of transmission which
has reached a state of perféction un-'
dreamed of a few years ago.
' Although the présént furore over the:
sereen-grid valvewould seem to indi
cate that its applichtion has revolu-:
tionised radio overnight, we have two
prominent manufgcturers who are con-:
tinuing to use"the’standard type of
A.G. valve in their latest productions.,
The one indisputable’ fact regarding,
this year’s models is that the purchas
er is given greater value for his money
than at any timeé;in the past. Any num
ber of manufacturers. are marketing,
sets in console cabinets with dynamic
speaker and scr¢en-grid valves, togeth
er with other.,improvements, priced
around £50. Wheén-we get above this
figure we find more elaborate cabinets,
automatic -tuning, remote control, and
other features that:increase the manufacturer’s cost. of production." This
cost is finally passed along to those who
are more exacting: in their tastes and:
requirements, -;;Hor-éexample, the "tir

ed business man" will have oné;of the
new rémote-control receivers which. he
may adjust without leaving his easy
chair, or he may have the control box
on a table‘ beside his bed, enabling
him tostart, stop, or tune the setwith-
out getting up. For that matter, the
control pox may be installed in any
room in the house and the radio set
proper located in dny other room deé-
sired. . ae sont
' There’is no question that the aver-
age unit price on the complete-set has
been dropping rapidly during the past
two years, and probablythe ‘outstanding price devélopment in méanufac-
turers’ merchandising plans ‘for the
present year is the large: number of
sets "retailing between £40 ‘and £60.
The majority of these sets, are. built in
small consoles, many of them using
the screen-grid valve. and. ail
equippéd with dynamic speakers. _
There are probably fifteen .ot more
manufacturers fighting tooth. and nail
in this highly competitive price class,
Obviously large volume is necessary to
build profitably at this privé, and it is
equally, true that not all .of these
manufacturers can by any, means se-
cure the. volume of sales. which is
necessary. Consequently, several of
these manufacturers will probably re-
tire. from the field this year or be
obliged:.to seek mergers: with, their
competitors, . Hvidence ofthis, latter
development is already at hand. Some
mergers have already. been | accom:
plished, and radio trafle ‘paperé are
filled with rumours of many more.
Manufacturers are striving desper-
ately to create the impression. that the
new:models are a

_
distinct advance

over sets that have been .heretofore
available. It is true, .névertheless,that for the first timé in radio history

-o ae =.it is difficult for the average listener
to distinguish between the new sets
and those that were available a year
ago. This is the best evidence. of the
stabilisation that is making itself evis
dent in the rado industry, and puts
chasers of ‘well-désigned sets mianu-
factured in 1928 are to-day practically
"as well off as the ownér of any of the
latest models; © .° 3 .

Whereas hundreds of thousands
electric sets were sold last year, it is
getierally believed that the big swing
from battery sets to electric sets will
take place in 1980, and that conse-
quently more pounds pér capita will be
spent by. the public for radio in the
next six months than in any: corre-
sponding period in the history of the
art. .
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News Items
HH ‘American Academy of Arts. is
reported té be drawing up rulesfor a competition for wireless an-
nouncers, and a medal will be given to
the best exponent of the language, The
chairman of the committee stated that
the idea was not merely to improve
the diction of the announcers, but to
‘nid in raising the standardof spoken.
Knglish throughout the United States,
‘Members. of the judging committee
will decide on articulation, quality of
tané, accent atid general cultural
otiect,.

‘

URING last year there was an in-
crease of over 1,000,000 in the nuri-
ber of wireless licenses in Great
Britain, bringing the total at the end of
the yearfo over 2,898,000, It is estimat-
ed that each license means five or six
listeners, so the Broadcasting Corporti-
tion has a potential audience of 15,000,=
00D people. There... ‘e also 16,000 free
licenses issued to the blind. It is be-
Heved that Britain has the largest
-Yadio population in theworld in propor-
tion to houses, Wireless has led to the
development of a new and considerable
‘industry, and already the home market
and British-made wireless equipment:
exported exceeds £1,000,000 a year,
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SCREENEDGRID,POWERDETECTOR,
PUSH-PULL AMPLIFIER

And the Greatest of all Improvements
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