Fiiday, January 3, 1930,

. e i
P T .

RECORD

5

! an impromptu Sunday afternoon

E broadeasting station recently pro-
concert after heavy rains had . iu-

capacitated the land-lines from London

és' told by 2 corvespondent of the
‘Wireless World,”” The catastrople

occurred shortly before the programme -

was due’'to begin., “Nothing daunted.”
- 88ys the writer, “the engineers trans-
borted a gramophone to the transmi:-
. ter, together with two large amplifiers
and 500 volts of high tension, and in

-an amazingly short time an imprompta |

brogramme was being radiated. While
this was going on a ‘studio’ was hasi-
ily rigged up in a small office in the
adjoining power station, and at eight
o'clgck it was possible to transmit a
relipious service with gramophone re-
/@Fis of bhymns, and later a pro-
grgnme by . the Whiteway Striog
Quartet. I am told that it was one
of the sights of the century to see this
hurriedly assembled -combination re-
heavsing in the power station, sur-
rounded by huge - turbo-generators,
switchboards, and rotary converterg!?’

REGENTLY the T.8. Signal. Corps

radio engineers have developed
an innovation .in radio transmitting
- which ig highly important and noie-
‘worthy. ‘These experts claim to have
perfected a system whereby three sets
may transmit at the same time on the
same aerial. Iach transmitter uses a
‘different ‘wavelength without any in-
terference from either of the other
-sets.. The three transmitting sets are
all lined up close together, yet there is
‘no interference with the individual
ransmission of the respective mes-
x,tsages. .

ADIO, Toulouse, a well-known
French broadcasting station, . ve-
cently sent out an unusval SOS during
an evening programme, The message
requested any. physiclan heaving it,
“ who had in stock a certain serum neces-
- sary for treating.infantile paralysis,
to communicate as- soon as possible
‘with a certain doctor, This gentleman
_ was treating a case of infantile paru-
lysis' and had asked the Pasteur In-
stitute to supply him immediately with
the important serum, but the Institute
wids out of it at the moment and the
child’s life was in grave danger. o
the :doctor telegraphed to Radio-
Toulouse, and this station broadeast
his message, with the result that two
doctors near to the ‘originator of the
Aguest, within an hour's time dispatch-
ed \supplies of the desired serum and
thej child’s life was saved.

\HE recent International Exhibition
\ held at Barcelona was visited by
Marquis Marconi. Radio Barcelona
announces’ that Marconi, in an inter-
view with the station director, M. Cor-
doves, said that the future of broad-
casting lay in the uge of medium wave-
lengths—(the new definition of medium
wavelengths is now those between 200
and 8000 metres.): As broadcasting
meant covéring as large an area as
possible round the station, only these
waves were of use, short waveg on the
" other hand being useful for direct ¢om-
munication between two given points
of smaller aveas.

WITH the consent of the Polish Min-

istry of Posts and Telegraphs, the

polskie Radio Broadeasting Company
intends to reorganise its entire system.
According. to the zccepted plan, War-
saw I8 t0 be endowed with a 3120-kilo-

a

HOW the engineers at the Belfast
vi
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watt transmitter so constructed that
its power cah be boosted up, on occa-
sions, to 160 kilowatts, thus making it

the mogt powerful European station,

With such a power at its disposal, the
company hopes to secure crystal re-
ception within a distance of three hun-
dred miles or more, In addition, the
Polish capital will also possess a 2-3
kilowatt station to be used solely for
woeather forecasts, news bulleting, and
lectures mainly of interest fo city
dwellers.

IN the neighbourhooll of Pranging
(Switzerland), -between Geneva
and Lausanne, Radio Schweiz has in-
stalled a 50-kilowatt wirelesy - tele:
graphy station to ensure® a regular
oversen service to Switzerland, The
wavelength to be used will be about
4400 metres. It is also proposed to in-
stall a shortwave transmitter on the
same site. By special arrangement, al-
though mainly destined to ordinary of-
ficial and commercial services, should
any - critical politieal sitwation arise,
the transmitter will be placed at the
disposal of the League of Natlons.

RECENTLY a workmen'’s ingtitute i

London was provided with a wire-
lesy receiving set on loam,;and the
members were told when the set was
installed that it eould@ only be lent for
a short time. When an engineer call-
ed to remove it, three months later, he
found about forty men listening to a
programme of music, really.listening
as silently as if the artists were in the
room. There was genéral dismay when

the engineer told them what his un-

happy business wus, An optimist sug-
gested that they shomld club together
to buy a set, buf the cost of a set like
the one they had been. using was-—to
them-—prohibitive. Fortunately, the
matter did not rest -there. The Joint
Committee in Cardiff heard of the tra-
gedy and was able to allot one of the
Carnegie sets to the institute. The
engineer whose former etrrand was
“not a happy one,” had the pleasure of
being the Fairy Godfather, and when
he installed the new set all the men
who had been watching hilliards slp-
ped into thé room, and by the time the
installation was complete there was a
full house for the opening concert.

N Australian ligtener of a statig-

tical turn of mind has written to
the “New York Times” on the outpnut
of 8LO, the Melbourne station, during
1928, No less than 18,418 songs were
broadecast from that station last year,
occupying a total of 55,248 minutes, or
about 38 days. Classic, orchestral and
instrumental numbers oceupied 36,000
minutes, and during 81,515 minutes
15,000 modern jazz and old-time dance
tunes were played. Oveér 16,000 min-
titeg of broadeast time were devoted to
church service relays, and about 9750
miles of telephone trunk lines were
used for outside transmissions, Speak-
erg talked to listemers for over 20,000
minutes on subjecty ranging from suet
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puddings to the anclent

" slang iz not considered the best form

‘of speech, occasional use of idiomatie '
phrages helps, There is nothing that

.. falls so flat on the listener's ear as
 slang or idiom that is out of date. The
- announcer must use the speceh of 1929

if be is speaking in that year, and. not

. the speech of 1919, which, strange to

\

tombs  of
Iigypt. News bulletins from 3LO took

‘17,000 minutes of the year, while it

took 7320 minutes to inform farmers
of the price of pigs, onions, and other
produce, to acqudint investors of the
Iatest stock reports, and to inform
those on ships of approaching storms:

THROUGH the installation of a A

novel group address system, New
York baseball enthusiagts can follow
every play, without bothering to look
at. the score board. Every decision of
the umpire can be heard clearly and
distinetly throughout the stands. In
order to accomplish this, a - micro-
phone’ is installed in the - wmpire’s
wask, The wires run down his trouser

degs to two contact plates in which he

stunds. The output from the amplifiers
is fed to ten six-foot horn loudspeak-
ers jocated at the proper acoustic
points, under the roof of the grand-
stand. The response of the .baseball
enthusiasts to this innovation has been
so favourable that it is mow only. a

matter of time before similar group

address systems will he installed in
the big league stadiums
the country. . .

HE well-known American -radio sta-

tion, KDKA, Pittsburg, has recent- §

1y been making some experiments with
building up what they describe
“synthetic sounds.” Dr. Frank Con-
rad, assistant chief engineer, conceiv-
ed the idea of making up artificially
the sound of the chimes of Big Ben,
London.
the sound very carefully into its com-
ponent frequencies and then making
up a numper of oseillators, each giving
one of the required frequencies. By
combining the frequencies the same sig-
nal is carried to the transmitter and

sent out on the air asg would Dbe pro- .

duced by sounding the Dlell itself be-
fore a microphone. To ensure abso-
lute aceuracy this artificial DLell is. set
off Dy means of a second pendulum
operating in & vacuum. Although this
is -very ingenious and scientifically in-
teresting, it seems apparent that for

the simple purpose of reproducing the

sound of Big Ben, the easfest thing
would have been to have made a num-

ber of gramophone records of the actual -

sound, and to have reproduced these
through the transmitter, .

A_“DICTION Medal” was recently

awarded in America to Mr. Milton -

J. Cross, the NBC announcer, who has
since written in a New York paper ad-

vice to ambitious would-be broadeast- ..

ing announcers. “Keeping a voice
well dressed,” he says, “Is very im-
portant, Accents dress a voice, and,
just ag a person may overdress, - so
may a voice with accent and inflection.
Too many broad a’s and too frequent
use -of unfamiliar words will make a

voice seem affected and uwpmatural, in- -
_stead of cultured. Language, like cloth- |

ing, changes in style, while the use of

throughout K@

as’

This was done by analysing

say, Is actually different.”

JDURING the blaze, following a re-

cent explosion in/New Orleans, a
terrific blast of igmited gas blew the
home radio set through a room wall of
solid brick and plaster, burying it in
the debris. Two weeks later it was un-.
covered from the rulns and was dis-
covered to be giving unimpaired recep-
tion.. The six valves in the thovoughly .
battered set were subsequently remoy- -
ed and tested, and showed such perfect -
performance that they were installed in
another receiver. , '

A LTHOUGH established one yesdr
later, and in spite of the faet that
the license costs more than double, the
German- broadcasting system  has

caught up to Great Britain, and: now
possesses nearly 400,000 more listéners
than registered by the Postmaster-
General in the British Isles.

: Know the thrills of easy, instantaneous
programme selection on the new ‘“Ulii~
mate,” )
Short-waye or broadeast, near or fax,
this entirely new receiver brings the
whole world to your door with the latest
in song, dance and mews.
And no other radio offers such a
combination of outstanding advantages—
All-Wave—All-Eleetric—Screen Grid.
Donjt purchase a new receiver without
fully investigating this mew “Ultimate.”

~ Send for Free Illustrated Literature—
-mail coupon TO-DAY, ’

%sanEN GRID
.FOUR

"ALL WAVE -1+ ALL ELECTRIC

MESSRS, ‘RADIO LTD.,

. Anzao Avenus, Auckiand.

 Please send me free illustrated
iterature on the new “Ultimute”
I-Wave All-Wlectrie Sereen-Grid
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