
FIRST SINGER EVER
TELEVISED

It Is A US. Title That Edith Griffith
Holds, But It Is Probably A
World Title, Too
By J. GIFFORD MALE

® Edith Griffith, dark-haired
radio and stage singer who
passed through Auckland
recently on her way fo en
gagements_ in Australia,was the first singer in the
U.S. to be televised, prob
ably the first in the world.
© It was at Schenectady, New
York, and the year was1931-the dark ages as far
as television is concerned.
In discussing her career,
Miss Griffith is apt to forget
this experience entirely, or
else pass over if as some
thing trivial and not worth
remembering.
© But, who knows, when tele
vision is a commercial pro
position, as it promises to
become soon, the title of
first American girl ever to
be televised may be a valu
able one.
PprrH GRIFFITHwas making personal appearances
~at an RKO theatre in Schen

ectady just at the time the
General Electric Company was
conducting a series of television
experiments.
More for a stunt than any-
thing else, the company decided
to make a practical test in a

theatre, and suggested to Miss
Griffith-who, as her picture
on the front page suggests, is,
to say the least, photogenique
that she should be the subject
for the experiment.It was an elaborate experi

ment. Miss Griffith herself
wag taken to a transmitter two
miles away from the theatre,
placed in a small box lighted
up with high-power lamps
which nearly fried her to a
crisp, and then bidden to sing.Her accompanist was backin
‘the theatre, and the aecom-
paniment was relayed to the
transmitter by landline, and to
Miss Griffith by earphone.
The televised image was
flashed. back to the theatre,
and shown on a large screen,to the great edification of the
audience. It was @ shaky,
uncertain image, but quite re-
cognisable.
Television has made great
strides since then, of . course.In the United States even
ijjsporting events are televised.
||
The first sporting event to be

|| televised, in fact, was a base-
ball game. last May between
Princeton and Columbia, andthe 3000-odd owners of tele-
vision sets in New York were

able to follow the progress of
the game with ease.
UT however elated the Gen-
eral .Electrie people may
have been about their telecast,
to Edith Griffith the experiment
was just another colourful in-
cident in a eaveer which has
brought her into contact with
most of America’s leading
radio artists.
She started off in the hard
schoolof picture-house singing,
doing five shows 2 day, no less.
From piecture-houses, she went
to J. J. Shubert’s productions,
then into radio and vaudeville,
and she’s been there ever since.

In addition, she has ap-
peared at some of the coun-
try’s swellest night-clubs. In
Chicago she was at the Chez
Paris, the Yacht Club, the
Congress Casino, and the Col-
lege Inn at the top of theHotel Sherman, which is
famed as the home of Ben
Bernie.

In radio she has worked on ~

big spots and little spets, and
has first-hand knowledge of the
uncertainty and heartbreak of
radio ‘work.
Don’t think that underpaid
vadio artists are to be found
only in New Zealand, she says.
There are plenty in the United
States, too. Onee if was a
sheer scandal, though now the
Radio Guild has cleaned things
up a bit.
By the way, Edith Griffith
was within an ace of becoming
known as the Milk of Magnesia
Girl. She sang with Abe Ly-
man’s Orchestra on a milk of
magnesia programme, just not
long enough for the tag to
stick.EE
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PRIZE~MONEYDowbez
Two Hundred Pounds In Cash
ForSolvingThisSimpleLittlePuzzleAbout
COMMUNITY SINGING _
Dont miss this splendid competition!Itisjusta shortandeasily-wordedpara- Paz Egraph about COMMUNITY SINGING,which appeared in aNew Zealand news-paper some time ag0, and has now COMMbeen put into puzzle form by our artist: 4Boev=gGin{Ewords; TiERelAFSyou voat Ferhas Reit is all about, and the rest of the X UNETYwording is simple; and the sense of the @sentence wiil Ixelp YOu: Each picture Or FOTiahzgoudoit corpEcozu Jisignmay mneanpartof2 word one: two01" three words, but notmore than three.
Solve carefully and write your solutionIN INK on one sideofa sheetof paper.
Sign Your name and residential address;and post entry tox
PUZZLE Pie, No; 312R1, ZW %BoX 950,GPO, CHRISTCHURCH:
READTHESE RULES CAREFULLY; W D 737AII entries must be postmarked not IMALTlater thanWednesday, September 6: 'YTThe Prize of {200 in Cash will be tz
awarded tothecompetitorwhose sOlutionaf theparagraphi5correctormostnearly EVE DOecorrect In case of ties the prize-moneywili be divided, but the fulI amount will 2
berheisum 0f 8200 is deposited with

1 Kry SnT"tutb" (N_2};Ltd_ The decision of theEdilcr of Tuzzle Pie" wvill be final and
legailyDinding throughout_ A postal notefoi1/ must accompany each initial entry x PROband 6d. each additional entry Penny 1990
Obixpable 1Ancceptegeroxosttemotemay Ql 8be sent on plain paper_ Alternatives in ABLYsingkeentrieswillbe disqualified.Resultswill be published on Monday, September25,

RESULT "Puzzle PIE" No: 309. SoLuTion To "PUZZLE PIE" No. 309.
Thewinningcompetitor in this contest is:MR: A. EVANS, Paragraph from the "N.Z. Sporting and pramatic

ParkviHle House, Review, November14, 1935.
17 Ridgway Street,
Wanganui: 'The Kookaburra is the greatest enemy of snakesHis solution was the only all-correct onc received in Australia. I will fly aloft with a Jarge snake, dropand thePRIZEOF E1OoINCASHis thereforeawarded it to the ground; repeating the pracess till the rep:ileto him:

Prize-money wil} be postedon Monday,SeptenDer11_ is dead, and then eat it"

There'$Money in PUZZLEPIE"forYOU!
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Two Christchurch Societies
Give Musical Programme
| Features Debut Of Mae Robertson
T was remarked recently by
j a Christchurch musician
‘that musical societies had a
great obligation imposed upon
them in keeping good music‘alive. A day or two after his
statement, the public had the op-
portunity of hearing the Christ-
church Harmonie Society and the
Duicet Junior Choir on one pro-
gramme.
The Harmonic Society’s work is
well known all over New Zealand
and the good standard that it sets
ranks it high, but the performance
of the juniors, specialising in
Mozart, was remarkably fine, whenit is remembered that the choir
has been going for only 18 months.
Choruses and piano work-the
best of Robin Milford’s suite-pre-
sented a fine opening, but the
triumph of the evening was Vaug-
han Williams’s "Magnificat", in
which a new soloist, Mae Robert-
son, contralto, made her debut.
The choir also presented "The
Shepherdess", by Dr. V. E. Galway,
of Dunedin.
A. G. Thompson is the conductor
of the junior choir and his far-
sightedness musically was well
demonstrated. The children are
between the ages of nine and 18,
and the rigorous training they are
undergoing will provide a valuable
musical feeder for adult societies
of the future.

Professor John Hitton: In the
interests of world peace I want a
Five-Power pact recognising the
soathing influence of carpst slip-
pers.

Justice Took A
Beating

(Continued from page 7.)
they did to local news. There
were bombingsin Prague, Mos- (x
cow, Berlin. Uprisings and de>

~

monstrations took place before
United States consulates in
Geneva, East Indies and South
America. And from San Fran-
cisco to the Bronx there were
meetings, and more than one
bomb explosion.
The State of Massachusetts
at the same time was en-
veloped with a miasma of
hate, fear and suspicion. Bos-
ton itself, described as ‘‘a
witch -hunter’s paradise,’’
was seized with a mass hys-
teria. Among those arrestedin Boston for publicly de-
monstratine were Edna 8t.
Vincent Millay, John Dos
Passos, and ‘‘Mether’’ Ella
Reeve Bloor,
The tragedy of the Saceo-
Vanzetti ease is the tragedy of
three men-Judge Thayer, Goy-
ernor Fuller, end President
Lowell, and their inability to
rise above the obseene battle
that raged "for seven years
around the heads ef the shoe-
maker and the fish-pedlar.


