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| "CURSES™ OF THE NATIONAL
BROADCASTING SERVICE

STRONG criticism of NBS

what be termed the “dead

and fewer serials,

for women listeners.

article on the front page of the "Record” of August
7. The writer, an Invercargill listener, complained of

requested greater use of hook-ups, more spontaneity
Continuing the argument, the writer this week

touches on some other aspects of New Zealand broad-
casting, particularly news sessions and lack of interest

e e e e
polizy was contgined in an

hand on radio talks”’, and

THE NBS8 should reeognise

that, contraty to generally
accepted opinion, the four New
Zealand eities {(and many of
the minor towns for that
maiter) differ preatly in per-
gonality. There seems {0 be no rea«
son why this should mot be ex-
ploited.

Why ghonld the national stetions
not be allowed, following o fow
gimpls rules, to organise their pro-
grammes with a freedom which at
the moment they ceriainly do not
enjoy. Given giation managers wio
are men of judgment and enter-
prise, the possibilities in  this
method alone are enormous.

The plan I have in mind would
take time to develop itself, and
would require a stimulating brain
and personality to be a sori of
Haison officer.

Such a scheme would demand
leadersiip, plentiful discussion,
patience, tolerance and enérgy—
ali of which should be atiri-
butes of any man entrusted with
the conirol of what is one of the
two greatest infiuences of our
time-—~radio.

X ADVANCE shot of what ¥
swim suits will look like

this summer, The girl is
Claire Trevor, who is co-
starring with George Raft
in Universal’s “’I Stole A
Million.”*

Apart from this the NBS would
do itsel! and iis. lsteners a very
good turn if it altéred the form of
its programme presentation, iR
only on the principle of change for
the gake of change, . = . -

. Let mé make a point of the news.
and reports sesgions., It is difficwlt

to believe that much Interest re-
maing in the material now regular-

. in the day,

1y offered hy the YA stalions once
the Wellington announcer has gone
olf the air.

The golution is to reduee the con-
tent, and thereforc the tiine allot-
ted io this period, and bresk it
with popular music and light talks
suck as I referred to previously.
Moreover two voices should be
brought into this session, to dis-
cugs both the scriows and cosual
.avents of the day.

‘Discrepancies

NE thing, howsver, stands’

oaded by STEERING COLUMN GEAR SHIFT

oud.  Fvery evening, at
present beginning at § o’clock,
Daventry broadeasts its shori-
wave news session, which can
only be deseribed as remark-
able.

At 7. ocloek the offieial
Zealand news bulletin comes on
the air, ifrequently with the
ludicrous result which was clearly
demonstrated not long ago at the
time of the Xing's arrival in
Canada,

At 6 Daventry told us that the
Empress of Austiralia was lying in
the St. Lawrence 2 fow miles off
Quebec. At 7, according to the
NBS the same ghip was still far
out in the river estvary, under
escort! .

Of course, there will' be copy-
right diffienities ot the heart of
this ridiculong state of affairs, but
obviously if the NBS is to mainiain
confidence in its bulletin, it will
have to do something about it

New

Another thing ! consider vitai.
ky necessary is the development
over the air of what might ke
called the feminine point of view.
The NBS is, and aiways has
been, a men's service. The put.
ting of women’s voices on the
air is most shockingly neglected.

Room should be made for women
announcers and women commenta-
tors on the life of the nation and
the world as seen ithrough fermin-
ine eyes and interpreied by femin-
ige philosophy. )

Sessions in the morningy eon-
fined to this purpose are useless,
Living as we do in a middle-class,
largely servantless coutitry, women
are a great deal too busy to sit
down to it in the morning to listen
to the radio.

I would choose & time in the
afterncon, when, for the first time
busy woinen get a
chance for 4 speil.

{ Formality

conclusion, imy activities
- would include a ““drive’’
for a cheerful service. Too
much dignity and too much
formality are twin eurses of
the NBS. :

‘Why sghould announcers not be
allowed to say something more
than the etermal préescription which
apparently goveros the announcing
of the emtertainment oficred?

‘Why should siations not tell their
Iigtenery why they went off the
air because of some aecident? Why
keep your ligteners at arm’s length
when you have so much to gain by
taking them inte your confidence?

Let the National Broadcasting
Service be cheerful, human, and
orlglnal; &t it forget rigidity,

[N

and remember the virtues of ex- .

periment,
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When you try the new. 1939 Chevrolet out on the road
you’ll agree that the Steering Column Gear Shift is the
greatest driving aid since the self-starter, That’s just
ene of a list of new features, such as Buickdype Knees
Action, Improved Clutch, which add to Chevrelet’s value.
It still retains all these outstanding features of quality
which contribute te the real satisfaction — Uni-Steel
Turret-Top, Hydraulic Brakes and Safety Glass all round
for cafety; Synchromesh Gears, No-Draught Ventilation
for driviag ease and comfort.

S¢w Chevreolet — drive it «~ and know why it’s the world’s
me, > popular car.

1939."

Ask for the full story of
the 193¢ Chevrolet con-
tained in the bhooklet
#50 Reasons
Chevrolet
Greatest Buy

VASK YOUR CHEVROLET DEALER

CHEVROLET

Ash your
CHEVROLET
DEALER for this
FREE BOOKLET
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TO DEMONSTRATE

L

GN Mareh 16, 1939, a group of the grounds that 'she was the
serious students of such original “QOomph Girl” and, there-

calibre as Budy Vallee and thw
Barl of Warwick and others
interested in the arts launched

on & punch-drunk world the
word “Oomph,” bestowed the tiile
“*Qomph Girl” on red-headed film
stax Ann Sheridan.

Spurned by the more congerva-
tive dictionary ecompilers, the
word had hitherto no efficial status
peyond an expression indlcative
of pain caleulated to raise a lough
when the object of mirth had been
struck in the rear by 2 blunt ob-
ject,

.As defined by the Barl of War-
wick, it iz a feminine desirability
whiclh can be observed with plea-
sarve, but mot discussed with' re-
spectability.

it has already Wivided America
inte two eamps, and produced
one lawsuit by its application to -
Ann Sheridan, hailed as th
successor in her own line to the
Blond Bombshell, Jean Harlow.

ANN SHERIDAN
“That quaelity of appeal.”

When enraged rivél, Yvonne DPu fore, the sole claimant to the {itle,
Val, claimed £1000 from Ann, on she seitled nothing.

Tributes
ettty
PACIFIC COAST habitues who
have seenr Ann in her latest
swim suits declare that she has
that quality of appeal that
makes maen unconsciously
gtraighten their neckties. '

Some impresarios plump for
Patrieia Morison as an “Oomph
Girl” with a difference. She ig
able to be as exotic as & rhumba
and yet capn retain 3 certain
demureness and charm,

She is languorous; fiery, too.
“Oomph?” said one. “My good
man, she ig the answer fo a pro-
duecer’s prayer.” .

New Orleans beasuty Mary
Healy was the nomination. of
talent sgout 1van Kahn. #in
repose she has a siumbrous,
intriguing look. Yet in action
she has freshness and vivaeity,
an exhilarating sparkle?

Meanwhile the battle Trages,
giving Press-agents a silly-season
work-out.

THERE IS EXTRA VALUE IN A GENERAL MOTORS CAR

ANN SHERIDAN RANKS NO. 1 “00MPH" GIRL,
©BUT BATILE STILL RAGES



