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THAT the erack-brained idea
of the existence of the
philosopher’s stone should still
be in spmeone’s caleulations as
late as the 18th century seems
incredible to us to-day. Yet
Michael Arne, composer of
- songs and operas, and son of
the - great Doetor Arne, of
“‘Rule, Britannia®’ fame, bad
this bee in his bonnet.
Michael Arne  (1741-86)
made an early stage debut as
a hoy_ vocalist in Thomas
Oftway’s tragedy, ‘““The
Orphan,”” and this -connection
with the “theatre lasted the
whole of his life. He was a
composer of many songs and
pieces for the harpsichord, on
which instrument he played
very well,

On one occasion Michael Arne
went over fto Dublin' to produce
Garrick’s “Cymon” at the Crow
Street Theaire, and fancying him-
self a great alchem’ st, actually
took a house at Richmond, near
Dublin. Within these wallg, neglect~
ing all his musie pupils, he gave
himself up o a scientific search
for gold. The consequeneces were
ruin and a “sponging house,” ot

" deteution place for debt,

Arne was under a contract to
supply an opera for Covent Garden.
The father of Michael ¥elly, the
ginger, kanowing him, seni him a
piano and supplied him with wine.
While in “durance vile”  Michael
Arne composed wmome beautiful
music. In return for the elder
Kelly's kindness Arn. gav Kelly
junmior a lesson every day, and,
after his release, continued to be
particularly aitentive to him.

Not only in Bublin, but in Lon-
don, in order to foliow his quest,
he built a large laboratory at
Chelsea, where his expectations
were hot realised. He had the
good sense teo refurn 1o music,
and he afterwards composed for
Covent Garden, Vauxhall and
Ranelagh.

Vicigsitudes and hardships as well
as suceesses were Arne's portion
~and he carried on his musical work
abroad as well as in Engiand. He
had the distinetion of conducting
t. e first performance in Germany

of Handel's “Messiah” That was
in 1772, His chief work was a
musical setting of “Pristram
Shandy.”

Always In Debt

The first Mrs. Arn . supported her
husband for years by singing at
Vauxhall Gardens, and Dr. Burney
. says of him: “He was always in
debt, and oft- - in prison; he sung
his first wife to death, and starved
the second, leaving her in absolute
beggary.”

‘While Michael Arne’s music was
nof as complex ag his father’s, it
did succeed in b.ing pleasing, His
song, “The Lass With the Delicate
Air,” go frequently vrrongly credit-
ed to his father, Dr. Arne, proves
his ability to compose a Ilasting
gem of HEnglish mong.

The words of the lasf verse of
Arne's immortal song are:-—

A thousand {imes o’er I've repeated
my suit, )

And still the formenior effects to
be mute;

Then tell we, ye swains, who have
conquered the fair,

How to win the dear lass with the
delicate air. :

4YA listeners - will hear a
choral arrangement of Michael
Arne’s song, “The Lass With the
Delicate Air,” sung by the Dune-
din Glee Singers, on Monday,
February 13. :

IN THE WAKE OF THE WEEK’S

...BROADC

RANK WILLLS, well-
known Christehurch archi.
test, who had a great deal
to do with the rceonstrae-
tion of 3ZB, and the installa-
tion of many new features,
took lisfeners

BUILDING  on a highly in-
TOUR | teresting tour.
~ BY RADIO round the

v building the
other night. There was only one
fault to find with this broad-
cast. The guarter of an hour
allotted for the job was by no
means adeguate, While ecity
people can make a personal in-

spection of the studios for
themselves, there are thousands
of country Hsteners who would
weleome 2 fuller word plcture
by an expert. One might sug-
gest. that 3ZB present ancther
segsion for country iisteners,
giving Mr. Willis. say, half an
hour for the broadeast. It
would be well worth while. .
Brief, and, I itoughi, rather
inadequate, reference to W. B,
Yeats, the great Irish poet, wag
made by 2YA’s “Coranio” in a
“Ramble in the News” from that
station last
Vol week, “Coran-
PASS!N@ to's" remarks
OF were distinctly
W. B, YEATS dull, and might
have been
culled from any vewspaper obifu-
ary. He mentioned that VYeats
was known for his  association
with the famous Abbey Theatre as
well as for poetry. such as “Lake
Isle of Innisfree,” and “Silver
Apples of the Moon” 2und then
remarked that “by the way, to-day
is *Candlemas,’,” proceeding t6 out-
line the associations of the
fegtival of Caundlemas mauch more
interestingly than he treated Mr
Yeats. At the time of writing, I
have heard of only one radio
tribute to Yeais—from 2YA. It is
a pity, because quite apari from
his work for Irigh Iliterature in
particular, much that Yeats wrote
will pass—some of it has already
passed—into the English language.
The best of Yeats is to be found
in his simple lyries, which reveal
a truly Ceitic realisation of beauty,
and of the “heartbreak in the
heart of things.” To anyone inter-
ested in glimpsing VYeats at his
best I would suggest turning up,
in any good modern anthology,
three poems, “When You_ Are Old,”
“Dream of a Blessed Spirit,” and,
especially, “The Sorrow of Love.”

Station 27ZB. had an . interesting
personality before the microplkone
jast week in the person of WMr,
J. W. Coliins, O.B.E,, former New

Zealand Trade Commissioner in
Canada, who
was interviewed

MR, xg’g%“Ns by 2ZB’s Glad-

A stone Hill. M.
READING mil conducted
the interview

well enough, edging in little ob-
servations about his own experi-
epces in Canada at oecasional
intervalg, but I am sorry to say
that Mr. Colling was very obvi-
ously reading what he had to say.
Maybe it is necessary for a person
in Mr. Colling’s position to prepars
carefully what he ig going fo say
over the air, but carefnl reading
of an interview .completely des-
troys any atiractiveness it would
otherwise bhave. I imagine the
ideal method. must be fo, inter
viewer and interviewee to prepare
and rehearse the interview, and
then for the interviewee to speak
from notes, For a practised pyblic
spealker like Mr. -Colling this
would have been a gimple maiter.

STS...

I listened in recently to the
ubiquitous Inspector Scott getting
yvei another man from 2YD--“Case

of the Fordyce Vampire” it was.

I hardly bothered following the

ilﬁtricaeies i of
the plot, which
INSPECTOR  fhe »lot, which

SCOTT exeiting enough
- AGAIN in its waw, as 1

was foo amused
by what the French would call the
“naivete”
Inspector Scott is no doubt a very
efficient sleuth, dbut i musi be 2
great help to have the co-operation
of a murderer who, when accused,
confesses amiably, “Yes, I did it,
[nspector.  Bui please understand

my feelings got the hetier of me.”.

Dashed nuisance, really, one’s
feelings getting the better of one
like that, and making one do-silly
thihgs like murders.

Curions how 2 stage comedian
can put over a joke and set a
house Toaring while that very
same joke would be entirely un.
acceptable in & drawingroom,

Curious, too,

STAGE JOKES how stege hu

mour d4oes mnot
CAN always create
MISFIRE  the intended im-
pression  when

pr}t‘ over the air. Sidelighis from 2
visiting show, which presenied a

NOEL NEWSON, young
Cheistchurch pianist, wheo
has been engeged by the
MBS fto tour with Maurice
Clore, the wnoted English
violinist.

benefit performance in aid of the
funds of Christchurch thealth
camps, had the folk in charge of
the microphones “hopping about a
bit” the other night, watching out
for gags ‘“not quite suitable”
Several “cais” were made, and
rumour has it that more than one
thin-skinned lstener righieously
rang the station with a complaint.
Still, it takes all sorts to make a3
world.

1 have never heard anything
guite like the “Big Bern Looks
Down’ session puf over 3ZB the
other night by Les. Strachan, who
was in the city for a short spell.

Aided by a

17 painstaking se-
QQ?OEOFAR lectian_ of re-

g " cordings, he
SELDOM traced events of
musical and his-

torical imporfance through the

years, bringing the session right
up to date with Chamberlain.
‘While hot jazz, swing and even
“scat” music can he very clever
and very bright, in its right place
—sand the B station meems to be
the place for it—sessions of the
type vresented by Les. Sfrachan
could be expanded a litile by way
of frequency. In other words, they
come far too seldom, o

of the whole thing.

-most descriptive and apt.

Very enjoyable has - been
2ZB’s  series of Programmes
dealing with the jmmortal associ-
ation of Gilbert and Sullivan. An
episode I heard the other night

dealt very en-]

: { tertainingly with]
GI LBERT the period f{fol-
AND . lowing “The
SULLIYAN  Condoliers.” and

told the story}

of “Utopia, Ltd.,” Cilbert and Sul-
livan, the commentator reealled,
sank  their differences  while
“Utopia, Ltd.” that very pungent
satire 6 3 good many things
which Gilbert didn’t like, was en-
joying its .ong Tum; were once
again rumoured to have quarrelled;

appeared, indeed, before the cur-j.

tain on the final might of “Utopia,
Ltd.” on oppposite sides of the
stage, ignoring each other; but, to
the accompaniment of =  very
gratifying emotional demonstration
from the audience, made up again
and shook hands. One phrase the
commentator used, about the “oil

of Sullivan’s music alleviating the!

asperity of Gilbert’s vinegar,” was
I am
wondering if I havent read it
somewhere before. Lovers of Gf:
bert ard Sullivan, by the way, will
be interested to hear that recent-
iy, in Chicago I think it was, 2
Gilbert . gnd Sullivas operz was
“hotted np” and swung in best
jitterbug tempo. :

I have bee. remarkably im-

pressed with one aspect of Pro-
fessor Speedee’s General Kn-w-
ledge Tesis, presenied by 4Z8B

every Thursday night, Oun geveral
aceasions, stud-

ents, teachers,

SOMET.HING and high school
WRONG boys have play-
SOMEWHERE? ed ieading parts

in answering
the questions, but in only rare
ingtances have these people shaped
more impressively than others
whose general knowledge might
reasonably be expected to be defin-
itely less. In several cases teach-
ers and students have failen down
on very elementary guesiions, and
their replies must have come as a
surprise to most listeners 1
don't know whether some of the
replies can be taken as a reflection
upon our system of edacation ori
not, but I have heard that opinion
advanced. ‘There certainly does
seem something wrong when a
secondary school boy is unable to
reply to “What iz an eguinox?”
The one I heard didn’t know, yet
that is a thing supposed to be
known by boys aunds girls in
Standard - 111, I know it is one
thing to assume a fireside pro-
fundity,- and another to answer
questions in a few seconds before
a goulless microphone, but, even so,
there are questions asked every
night the answers to which should
come automatically.
don’t.

° The advent of “Sandy Buys a
House” marks another episode in
the - gramophone record life of
Sandy Powell. 1 shouldn't like %o
make 4 guess as o how many

Sandy records

NEW RECORD there are. now,

BY but it dois},ln’t
seem to me that
SANDY they imurove

greatly in qual-
ity. Sandy’s reecords are mainly
indifferent, very few being good,
and several being bad, but I sup-
pose they serve their purpose as a
light inierlude on any programme.
The trouble is, I think, that Sandy
tries to overdo the humour, trans-
porting if into the realms of the
merely silly, and however well
that sort. of comedy may “go
acrogs” in a hali, over the air it
misfires badly. Of all his records
I think that “Sandy in Hospital”
“The Window Cleaner,” and “The
Astrologer” are the pick, with a

whole-hearted “Bronx cheer” for
“Sandy’'s Own PBroadeasting
Station.” ' )

And  they|!

’ 9
Is_Curable by Medicinal Treatment
Thousands Successfully Treated.

Particufars Free.

R, MUIR, M.P.S,, Goitre Specialist
§2%R., Dominion Rd., Auckland, S.2.

Countless womenover 40 praise the

wonderful tonic and ~ medicinal
properties of. LD.K.Z, Gim. -

During the forties when kidney
troubles and rheumatic complaints
are all too common, women heed ¥
safe, dependablo stimulant. J.D.KZ.
Gin — distilled with Italian Juniper
Berrles — stimulates the kidneys,
cleanses the blood-stream and helps .
banish the causes of Rheumatism,
Gout, Sciatica and other troubles of
" middie age.

‘Geta bottle of LD.IKZ. Gin now, and
axperiance for yourself the beneficial
results of a nightly *dose’
of this reliable stimulant,

Sold in flasks, plnt
and guart bottles

at alf Hotels and
Botile Stores,

Then
read this

Do need now to be eme
barrassed with dull, yels
low-tinged false teeth.
Fill the cap of ‘the tin
with ¢ Steradent®  and
pour the powder into 2 -
plass containing sufficient seirm. water to oovee
the dentures, Stir well. Put in your dentures and
leave while you deess or overnight. Take them |
out and rinse thoreughly under the tap. Staa;-
and discolourations vapisk, Dingy teeth segaim
their clean aparkling beautys become ‘live)’ lnas
trous, naieal-looking. ¢ Steradent’ is harmiess
4o . Dentures.
Sold by ol Chemists, Price 2/~ Double Size 576,
IMPORTANT;: Be sitre you get
¢ Steradent’. s
Dentists recommend it.

den

sul4

cleans and sterilizes faise teeth



