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NEW ZEATLAND is this year
Y to continue its participa-
tion in the Davis Cup countest,
our representatives being Mal-
froy and Coombe, who are
already well established and
firmly rooted in Englond, and
Neil Edwards, who won the
national singles title at Wild-
ing Park, OChrisichurch, last
month, .

Bdwards deserved his place in
the sun if ever a player did. He
may never reach the world class,
but ope thing I am certain of: We
have never Sent a more worthy
‘ambassador overseas than this
likeable young man.

REdwards is a public servant, He
is eraployed as an architectural

draughtsman in .the Railways De-.

partment and, win, lose or draw,
he has his craft to return fo in
New Zealand.

Winning games and an ulti.
mate career as a sports goods
salesman will not worry him in
his sojourning overseas. Nor
will the reputations of the oppoe-
nents he has to meet.

Edwards is a philosopher on the
tennis court. That is why he has
done g0 well. He is well equipped
80 far as stroke play is concerned
and he works on the theory that
_where talent is of a fairly equal
gtandard, the player whe is Im-
pulsive, and whose impatience
entices him into errors, will be the
first to crack up.

That does not mean that HEd-
wards is one of the “hoop-em-
‘pack” variety. He applies speed
to his ground shots and is subtle
when he gets in cloge to take stuff

on the volley; but he iz a model 3

in restrained accuracy when it iz
necessary, and you seldom see
him going in on the wrong ball or
at the wrong time.

Edwards has the correct men-
tal approach to the game and for
that reason alone he is certain
{0 derive improvement from his
experiences abroad, It is to be’
foped that he receives his dues
fn the matter of selection wher
the team to play for the Davis
Sup climination rounds is
chosen.

As Malfroy and Coombe bhave
settled in England. definitely and
the Dominion is unlikely to derive
any future benefit whatever from
their experience in world  tennis,
it seems a pity that the New Zea-
land Yawn Tennis Association
does not give more consideration
to the desirability of sending
abroad two colonial players who
are certain io return after the
‘Wimbledoxw tournament, especially
in view of the fact that finance is
available in the Davis Cup Fund’
to assist towards the expenses of
players  coming from Ilong
distances.

Surf Champion

T is customary these days for
internationals in  various

forms of sport, who are chosen

to go overseas, to sink into

oblivion ‘on their retutn, take

up some other pastime and
pever be heard of again.

It is interesting therefore fo
note that one of the youngest of
our New Zealand surf representa-
tives, who accompanied the New
Zealand team to Sydney last year,
has already distinguished himself
in his- home province. .

At the Canterbury provincial
surf championships a few days
220, 19-year-cld H. Goidsmith, a
member of Taylor’s Mistake Surf

.and Life Saving Club, carried off

the Canterbury beltman’s cham-
pionship. :

Only those who have taken
part in this form of swimming
know what is exacted in the way
of physical effort from the man
who tests his energy against
the surging of the restless
gcean. '

C. MALFROY, who will cap-
tain New Zealand's Davis Cup
team.  The other members of
the team are D. Goombe and
N. Edwards.

Time is the great factor in surf
resene work, and for that reason
high value is placed on the time

standard in competitive work.
Great steamships kave been

slowed up by the ocean, and the
human frame is not easily pro-
pelled at a high rate of speed even
when the surf is reasonably calm,

Goldsmith showed a lot of
promise in winning the Canterbury
title for he had to subdue the re-
doubtable Alan Dalton in his heat.
Dalton was twice national belt
champion. 'Then, just to make
good measure, Goldsmith bhad to
outstrip Alec Symes in the #final.
It will occasion neo surprise if
Goldsmith takes a foremost place
jn the national! surf competitions
at Auckiand this month.

Why Budge Turned

HAVE just read the first in-

stalment of an interesting
article by Don Budge outlin-
ing his reasons for turning
professional, and making some
interesting ¢omments on vari-
ous aspects of tennis in the
world seuse.

‘Unlike so maony starg who bave
peen lured into the big money,
Budge says at the outset that he
has no grouch with the tennis
authorities, Just the reverse is
the case. He is deeply grateful to
them for the opportunities they
gave him to see the world and
meet many good people.

Budge reveals that Mike Jacobs,
leviathan sports promoter, offered
him 59,000 doilars to leave the
amateur ranks in 1937.

Budge felt that he had a duty
to the ''nited States to assist in
the defence of the Davis Cup,
which had just been won back
after a decade of strenuous en-
deavour. He took the chance of

a year's delay and that the offer
would be renewed.

Then, quite naturally, he devoted

‘himself to a career in tennis, His

ambition is to acquire sufficient
wealth to set his parents up in a
nice home in Oakland, California,
and then quit big tennis at the end
of tbree years.

Budge has mno wuse for the
amateur stars who kick against
the restrictions which prevent
them from living on the game pro-
fessionally while still retaining
their amateur status. At the same
time he agrees that no one can go
far in the game in these times if
he has z business or a profes-
gion to look after.

He asks, can the same rules
which were practical 20 years
ago when men of money could
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FEBRUARY 13.

A recorded interview with
Mr, Andy Shaw, well-known
New  Zealand professional
golfer, wili be broadcast by
1YA at 7.38 this evening.

At 1110 p.m., 3LO Mel-
bourne will ' roadcast a de-
scription, from the Richmond
City Baths, of the interstate
water polo championshlips
for the Regal ~up—New South
Wales v. Victoria.

FEBRUARY 14

A recorded interview with
Gerald Backhouse and Ted
Best, two outstanding Austra-
tian athletes who toured MNew
Zealand recently, will be
broadeasi from 3YA at 9.5

p.m.

At 1110 p.m., 3LO Mel-
bourne will broadcast a fur-
ther description of the inter-
state water polo champion-
ships for the Regal Cup~—New
South Wales v. Victoria. 3AR
Melbourne will broadeast a
similar description at 11.30
BN

SPORT ON THE AIR

FEBR'~ Y 1.

A commentary on the Auck-
land Trotting Club’s meeting
at Alexandra Park will be
broadcast from 1YA at 11.10

a.m,

FEBRUARY 17.
Gordon Hutter, poputar
sports announcer, gives a

sports talk from 1YA at 7.30
p.m.

FEBRUARY f18.

At 1230 p.m., 3YA will
-broadcast a commentary on
the New Brighton Trotting
Club’s meeting at New Brigh-
ton. o

A description of the fifth
speedway test, England v. Aus-
tralia, will be broadcast from
3AR Melbourne at 10.20 p.am.
“This broadcast wifl be oh ve-
lay from the Sydney Sports
Arena.

give their whole time fto big
tennis, be applied to players to-
day who have to make their way
In the world and at the same
time be expected to give six
months each year to the game?

Associations, he says, encourage
boys to play good tennis, but give
no help to them in a businesg way.
He advocates assoclations helping
the near-stars whose services are
almost continually required, fo
progress in business careers.

A Medical Critic

A NEW PLYMOUTH medical
man, who obviously has
not endeavoured to arm himself
with the frue facts, has
launched a broadside into the
forthcoming Fitness Week.
From the tone of his remarks
it is evident that he bhelieves
Fitness Week will be nothing
more nor less than a caval-
cade of muscle and brawn.

Sound criticism never did any-
one any harm, but this is not the
spirit of helpfulness one would
expect from a practising member
of the greatest of all social ser-
vices. 'The health of the people
is a matter of major importance to
any nation, and one would expect
members of the medical profession
to be in the forefront of any move-
ment {o improve it.

There will be displays of
muscle during Fitness Week, but
that is not the only “factor in
the scheme.

In the course of a few weeks,
every one of you will be invited

to witness a spectacle which will
embrace all forms of athletic

endeavour in the youth movement
of our young country. The object
of it iz to get you interested in
that marvellous piece of human
mechanism which you and I do so
much to abuse every day of ouv
lives by giving it too little exereise,
by giving its digestive organs too
much to do, and in many other
ways of which we receive a patent
reminder each time we see oure
selves. reflected full lengh in pro-
file. The purpose of these dis-
plays is to awaken interest among
the people and make them health
conscious.

Iz is not the idea to subtlely
induce anyone to take up hixing,
prize-fighting, or any other form
of athletic exertion. The object
is to enecourage people to learm
the benefits to be derived from a
healthy body and mind.

Fitness Week should sow the
seeds of an aim for good healik.
That is all the Minister seeks to
achieve. The rest remains with
the people tliemselves, but they
can help to lay a sound
foundation for the future by giving
what support they can to the
hurriedly-arranged Fitness Week
which takes place at the end of
this month.

No doubt the people of New
Plymouth, and other provincial
towns, have bplenty of room to
breathe and ample opportunity for’
exercise. But with many others,
the position is slightly different.
The city dweller leads a more or
less controlled existence. Oppor-
tunities for any form of exercigse
beyond the cheap one of walking
to and from work are few and far
between, Playing grounds are con-
gested; the transport question is
an acute one; and the combination
of circumstances provides us with
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Yo s NO LIMIT TO ENJOYMENT with

“

a ready excuse for be-
coming spectators in-
stead of players while
our waistbands expand
at an alarming rate.

It is the youth of the
Dominion who provide
a fertile field for ex-
ploitation in thig great
movement. Modern ¢on-
ditions of living have
encouraged the desire
‘to take our pleasures
easily—sitting down if
’nqSS]‘blqe' PrtiTie
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