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Inclined Walls, Spotlights,
- And Air-Conditioning Are
~ Novel Devices

: WETH its sun-coloured inkerior walls inclined one foot in ten,

- zoncealed lights in the studio ceiling for
artists, and oir thet is washed and

spotlighting
conditioned to make ¥

Fresh om the sultriest doys, new studics of NCBS stetion 2ZB

Christchurch were claimed at

their recpening ceremony os

the latest in design in the world,

“Radio baby among New Zea-~
land’s broadecasting stations,
3ZB suffered a temporary set-
-back last May, through a
serious studio fire, but recovery
“was rapid and today it is the
picture of health,

The public invariably asks
why the walls are inclined one
foot in tem. 'This has come
about after wide reseacch. All
the old ideas of blanketing a
studic have gone by the beoard.
‘They make the sounds too dead,
‘straight walls producing a “flut-
ter” in the sound.

. ‘The new tiles are either reflect-
ing or sound-absorbent, giving
what, scientifienllyr, is knowp as a
long mean path reflection, Result
is that the microphone, with iis
one -ear, can behave ag a human
being with two.,
"AIl reverberation is eliminated.
In this respect, suy experts, 3ZB is
. unique in the world, since it com-
bines thése two unusual features.

In the *“acoustic ceiling” are
three concealed lights which
¥spotlight” +the artisis. Fitted
with dimmers, the lighting sys-
~tem generally Is the same - as
that used for stage presentations.

Star feature in the main siudio
furnishing is the. speaker’s desk,
of Limed polished oak, and fitted
“with a directional microplione. The
“Zaonouncer Sits or stands there with

nis . copy, lit hy side panels, yet
invisible to speciators,

This hasg coae aboul Jargely

‘#hrough investigations overseas of

“Mr. Beau Sheil, whose vresearch
work has becn called upon for
many of the station’s new pieces
of equipment.

" Throughout the building interior

walls are “sun-coloured”—a tint re-

- garded as the most efficient for
-working purposes. In exceliont
faste, green curiaing with white
pars. strike a neat contrast.

The air is washed and econ-
ditioned, giving an even tem-
perature and a remarkable fresh-
ness even on the sultriest days.

-~ As to the main working studio,
proadeasting  artist
swhose broadcasting experience Is
wide, stated the other . .day that
3ZB was capable of giving perfect
reproduction. :

Declared Morgan: “It i3 the
only studio I have been in where
I feel perfectly natural, uand un-
-gonsgcions that T am aciually per-
forming in a broadecasting bouse

Reg Movegan,.

General furnighings are in Con-
tinental -siyle=—not gzarish, bui
tagteful and striking., Chairs are
of fomato colour, harmenising per-
feelly with the general colour
scheme,

_The whole station has been de-
signed and decorated according to
the dictates of modern science.

Whern the station was first open-
ed, many Christchureh citizens
packed the bhuilding and formed
such 3 dense crowd that the offi-
cials were hampered. This time,
however, the public inviiations

were limited. Result was that the-

function was exeellently carried
out—in comfort for everyone con.
conecerned. )

Controller €. (3. Serimgeour of
the NCBS came to Christchurch
for the opening, and, when Stafion
Direcior Stewart Duff had an-
noanced the change-over from the
temporary premises, Mr. Scrim-
geour briefly welcomed all visitors.
He introduced the Minister of In-
dilstries and Commerce, the Hon.

renpening ceremony.
The Minister apologised for the
abgence of the Prime Minister.

Often, said Minister Sullivan,
it had been said that the North
Island was the favoursd child.
That assertion could not be jus-
tified when it came to the stu-
diss of the Gommercial Broad-
casting Service. They were a
very fing example of New Zea-
land enterprise and initiative.

When  the big fire occurred in
May last, Mr, Merion Bullivant and
his staff set a record in broadcast-
ing circles. Although the whole
place wag guited, the station was
on the air again at § a.m., using
horrowed records.  Not a feainre
was missed.

Next day, when the Controller
arrived, the whole siaff was
busily engaged, and a sign-
writer was putiing up a sign on
the temporany premises., Thus
Christchureh set a magnificent
record.

The Minister paid tributes to the
architect and the countractor, and
to Mr. Beau Bheil, advertising man-
ager of the service, on his contri-
bution toward the design and lay-
out. . . -

“To me, as Minister of Indus-
tries and Commerge, it is a gtill
further source of gratification to
be told that the greater portion of
the materials nsed has been pro-
duced in,New Zealand. This, at
a iime. when the Government is

STUDIOS OF 3ZB RISE FROM ASHE

2

AT THE LAUNCHING OF SZB.—Minister of In-

dustries and Commeree, Mr. D. G. Sulliven, end

opening of the mew ZB

NCBS Controller €. 6. Seriragecur ot the official
‘stodios fm Cheistchurels.

Russian Ballet, And
Some Famous
Personolities

VISIT of the Russian Ballet 26 A
0. &. Sullivan, who performed the -

New Zealand heightens interest
in a topieal talk from 2YA at 3
p.m, on February 5 by “Lydia,” a
lady who once lived in Russia and
attended every season of the famous
old Imperial Ballet for years. She
saw dances given that have never
been seen outiside the country. The
talk is called *Art of the Russian
Ballet: From the Imperial Theatre
to New Zealand.” .
Practised speaker Sir Thomas
‘Wilford is set down for a series of
talks from 2YA, beginning on Feb-

ruary 7 with a tailk on the late -

Irish-Maori orator Sir James Car-
roli in the “Famous Men I Knew”
series. .

Tater talks deal with person-
alities Sir Thomas met when
abroad. Sir Thomas is a fine
broadeaster, with a lively semse of
humour and a keen instinet for the
dramatic. :

doing its .utmost to expand our
secondary industries and to im-
crease production, is very hearten-
ing. There is ample proof. that
gur artisans and tiradesmep are
equal to any task”

'he Controller had built np a
great staff, added the Minigfer, and
the service wag giving very satis-
factory results to the public. Even
America had expressed apprecia-
tion.

~—most of them Christechureh citi-
zens. “I. congratulate ‘Serim’ on
his staff generally. I trust that
the future will be full of pros-
perity.” . ) !

Tn SZB, particularly, there
were 60 New Zealandsrs engaged

Drama OF Radio
Invelved
in Real Life Drama

one-of the deciding factors in a
drama of real life—when a certain
case shortly comes before the
Supreme Court in Auckland at the
next sessions.

Buring the hearing of a case in
which a man was Jast week
charged with demanding from a
woman £2 by menaces, and as-
savlt with intent to rob, a mem-
ber of 1ZB's staff, a transcription
officer, was called into the wit-
ness box in the Polics Court. He
iestified that the morning sserial,
“The House of Peier MacGregor”
was broadeast from Station 1ZB
gvery week morning at 10.30.

The lady complainant said. she
was positive of the iime of the al-
Jeged assault because earlier {hat
morning she had checked her ciock
with 1ZB, when that station gave
the time. Furiher, she said she al-
ways ligtened io the serial, “The
House of Peter MacGregor,” which
started at 10.20 every morning.

When. the accused called on
December 20, she looked at the
clock which said 10.25. She wag
aboui te enter the froni room fo
switch on to 1ZB when she ans-
wered the knock at the door.

Aware thai the defence would set
up an alibi when the case reached
the Supreme Court, the police
called the officer from 1ZB to prove
that this serial siarted at 10.30.
Accused, in an interview with de-
tectives prior to his arrest on the
evening of December 20, gaid he
was in Queen Street that morning

Cwntil 11 o’clock, C )

of the new 8ZRB studios
-opening night,

DRAMA on the air may become

Station 3ZB
Turns Over
lts New Leat

Visitors and staff, all suitably

 gtiff-shirted and evening-gowned,

looked well against the decorations
on rvee

Several of the visitors had not
been in a broadcasting house be-

SO THEY SAY

Heroine For
“CGone With The
Wind”

E@LLVWOOD‘S protracted

bout of  Scarleit O'Hara
Fever is again veporied %o
have come %o an end, Ihis [§
time with . the signing of
Vivien Leigh to play the
herocine in “Gone With the
Wind,”

Current rumour is well suh-
stantiated. Miss Leigh s an
English girl—a Korda “dis-
covery’—who has appeared
in  “Fire Over England”
“Gtorm in a Teacup,” “Dark
Journey” and (yst to come),
sy, Martin's Lanes Producer
Pavid Selznick forestalls eori-
ticism of his choice of an
English girl for the Scarletl
O'Hara roie by pointing out
that the Southera aristocracy
of Civil War days was proud
51 of its British ancestry. In
f bustie and straw bonnet, Miss
Leigh is the exact counter-
part of the imaginary Scar-
lett, says Selznick.

Deadline for starting “Gone
With the Wind” is now Feb-
ruary; but most people have
got so they won't belicve the
picture till they actually see
it, ) .

fore, crowded round the windows
of the main studio all evening io
hear and watch “Radio Ple,” pro-
duced by Reg, Morgan, of 2ZB.
Compere was Barend Harris, of
head office staff, and musical dire
ector was Jack Maybury, of Christ
ehurch. .

New Zealand artists, ail well
known to Christchurch audiences,
were featured in a potpourri of
lively entertainment. Direcied by
Te Ari Pitama, a Maori party help.
ed the musical side of the pro-
gramme, and the 3ZB Novelty Or
chesira had & warm welcome back
to the air again,

Whether it was by good luek or
good management, traditional cos-
tumes of the. Maori pariy blended
in colour with the studic furnishe

ings and made up a cameo worthy

of any stage preseutatiom



