
AROUND AND BEHIND THE DIALS

LETTERS LEAD TO NEW PROGRAMMES
AS a result of letters received from listeners all over the
world, NBC’s shortwave stations W3XAL and W3XL

have inaugurated such programmes as the Philatelic Hour in
Spanish and the Mail Bag programme in Spanish and Portu-
guese, Stamps of practically every nation are shown on
envelopes decorating the wall of the NBC International Divi-
sion in Radio City, New York.

N the National Breadcasting
"
Company began operating suort-
wave stations for the benefit of
listeners in other countries, it
planned only to broadcast pro-
grammes. To-day, as a result of
Jetters that come in from every
eontinent in the world, it also has
become a far-reaching philatelic
exchange.
In the first few weeks after the
shortwave stations began opera-
tions, letters came in slowly. A
few minutes a day was all that was
required to read and reply to the
writers. To-day the NBC’s Inter-
national Division has what re-
gembles a more than small post of-
fice, with piles of letters being
sorted, classified, numbered, an-
swered by mail and by the micro-
phone, and Sled away for any
future use that may develop.
The task of reading the mail and
gathering information requested by
listeners requires almost full-time
gervice by several members of the
staff, This careful attention is
shown to the letters not only be-
eause NBC desires to retain the
goodwill .of its listeners, but be-
€ause in many instances their let-
ters include information or com-
ment that is of great value to NBC
in planning its programme materia
and transmission.
The hundreds of letters which
eome from all parts of the world
are directly responsible for the
Philatelic Hour in Spanish which

is broadcast by NBC over station
W3XAL and W8XL on Sundays
from 9.30 to 9.45 p.m., E.S.T., and
in Portuguese on Mcndays from
7.30 to 7.45 p.m. Another pro-
gramme they caused is the Mail
Bag hour, in Spanish on Tuesdays
from 5.15 to 5.30 and Thursdays
from 8.45 to 9.0 p.m., and in Portu-
guese on Mondays from 4.30 to 4.45
p.m.
Mail reaches NBC from every
country of South and Central Ame-
rica, and even from Magallanes,
southernmost city in the world, on
the farthest tip of Chile. Some of
these letters, with the many dif-
ferent stamps they carry, are ex-
hibited on a large-framed panel in
the NBC International Division
offices in Radio City, a panel that
any stamp collector in the world
could study for days with undim-
inished pleasure. The latest stamps
from the vanished country of Aus-
tria are there beside others from
French Indo-China, and the Straits
Settlements, and other far-away
places of the world.
In replying to these letters, the
National Broadcasting Company,
through the courtesy of the United
States Post Office, has been able to
use on its letters from time to time
certain stamps which are out of
circulation, thus giving the phila-
telists among its listeners in other
countries 2 new source of seldom-
seen issues. Six such stamps have
been used by NBC in the past year.

Composer Partly WantedThe Money
Why Tschaikovsky Wrote His Ballet
(COMPOSER Tschaikovsky, writingto Rimsky-Korsakov in 1875,
gave his fellow musician some side-
lights on Moscow’s musical doings,
among which is this item of in-
formation: "The Opera Direction
has commissioned me to write
music for ‘The Swan Lake.’ I ac-
eepted the work, partly because I
want the money, but also because
‘I have long had a wish to try my
hand at this kind of music."
At first, however, the "Swan Lake
Ballet" was not a success, becauseit was poorly staged and executed.
The ballet master was devoid of
imagination, and the orchestra was
eonducted by an amateur unused to
such complicated scores.
"Swan wake" is the earliest of
¥schaikovsky’s ballets, and is an
excellent example of the type of
"ejassical" ballet which flourished
in Russia in the hey-day of the
Pzardom.
Story of the ballet is about a
young knight, Siegfried, who has
reached marriageable years, but is
still heart-whole. His mother wishes
him to make his choice, and gives
a great feast for this purpose.
On the preceding evening Sieg-
fried sees a flock of swans, and
goes with his friends to hunt them,
but the swans he Las seen are the
Princess Odetta and her attendant
‘maidens, changed by magic and con-
demned by a demon to fly about in
the daytime as swans, and resume
their human form only at night.
Siegfried sees Odetta and falls in
love with her. She telis him of her
pitiful fate, from which she can
only be saved by the love and faith-
fulness of a pure heart. Siegfried
declares he will be her knight.
Odetta warns him that from the

moment he is unfaithful to her she
will fall for all time into the power
of the evil one.
In order to prevent the betrothal
of Odetta, the demon appears at the
feast, accompanied by his daughter
Odelia, to whom he has given the
form of Odetta. Siegfried choses
her for his bride, and is therefore
unfaithful to Odetta, who must now
be sacrificed to the demon. Odetta,
however, escapes her fate by throw-
ing herself into the water at night
time, when she has human form.
When Siegfried discovers his
error and hears of Odetta’s death,
he also puts an end to his life, but
the souls of both are reunited in
the magic world of everlasting
happiness.
2YA listeners are to hear the
music of Tschaikovsky’s "Swan
Lake" Ballet, as an imaginary’ broadcast re-creating the atmos-
phere of the theatre during the
season of the Ballet. This will
be a 2YA feature on Tuesday,
January 31.

HE wireless research depart-
ment of the Royal Navy has
been working under steadily
increasing difficulties in its
cramped quarters at the Ports-
mouth Barracks. The depart-
ment designs the Navy’s WT
sets, and has among other
things produced the apparatus for
the Queen Bee wireless-controlled
aeroplane. Within a year or two,
however, the department will have
spacious new. accommodation in
the Royal Naval Signal Schoolswhich the Admiralty is

buildingnorth of the city.

Radio Round The
World

‘MPIRE listeners are more far-
flung than numerous, according
to the data recently collected by
the BBC concerning the number of
licensed Hsteners in the Dominions
and Colonies. Actually they num-
ber fewer than a third of the lic-
ence-holders’ at Home, the approxi-
mate figure being a little over two
and a half million.
Canada leads the way with ap-
proximately 1,050,000 licences, and
Australia is the runner-up with
about 1,030,000. Next comes New
Zealand, with 280,000. Other lic-
ence figures are as follow:
South Afric&® ...oec.eee0e6 190,000
India weeccecccccccsesce 90,000
Palestine .ccccesssencce 29,000
Newfoundland ...ccocccce 11,500
Southern Rhodesia ...ccce 6,500
CeyloD .coccceeevccosrce 5,000
Trinidad @ec@eooooceaeecoe #00 2,500
Burma secscsvcsscoesecs 1,500
A relatively small proportion of
these, of course, pick up the Dav-
entry programmes.
HE total number of patents
filed by the Marconi Company
during 1937 was 1,351.. Two hun-
dred and fifty-two were filed in
Great Britain, and of these 44related to sound and_ vision
reception. There are now approxi-
mately 6,000 of the Company’s
patents in force in various parts of
the world.

WIRELESS pirates in Italy mustbe brave and resourceful, for
the new regulations give them as
much scope as a cat in a kennel
of hounds. Each radio dealer keeps
a register in which all transactions
are registered, with the name and
address of set purchasers. Every
owner of a2 broadcast receiver is
given a "broadcast listener’s book,"in which licence payments are re-
corded, and this must be produced
on demand. If a licence is to be
eancelied, notice must be given
not later than November in the
current year, otherwise the licence

must be renewed, If the listener
eannot continue to use his set, but
does not wish to dispose of it, the
Post Office places it in a sealed
ease. Certain authorised radio
dealers may install receiving sets
on trial for a period not exceeding
ten days. For this a special licence
is obtainable.
HE board of the Swiss Broad-
casting Company has decided
to ask the telegraph administration
to increase the Swiss radio licence
from 15 to 18 francs per annum to
meet the added cost of "the spir-
itual defence of the nation," name-
ly, to provide programmes for the
Swiss overseas and to extend the
hours of transmission to counter-
act the effect of broadcasting from
neighbouring countries.
OR thirty-six hours recently
wireless messages passed be-
tween two ships in the Indian
Ocean. On one, the Greek cargo
poat Shelatros, a member of the
erew was in agony with an abscess
in the back. On the other, the
Port Wellington, the doctor (a'
brother of Clyde Fenton, Austra-
lia’s well-known fiying doctor) was
answering the SOS for medical
help.
Messages were sent telling the
officers of the Shelatros fiow to
go about the required operation. "I

don’t quite know even now what
happened," Dr. Fenton said. "Poss-
ibly the only equipment was what.
the chef could supply, but the last
message was that the patient was
recovering from the operation and
was doing well. I left them with
instructions as to his diet."

THE transmitter of Florence If
(238.5 metres) is shortly to be
moved from Via Bolognese to
Trespiano, and its power increased
from 1 to 5 k.w. Trespiano,
where the 20 k.w. Florence [f
station is situated, is found to be
a more favourable site for the
propagation of wireless waves.
The station will be equipped with:
a new aerial system.

INVENTORS
For expert advice and assist-ance in patenting your ideagconsule
BALDWIN, SON CAREY,
Head Office:

111-113 Lambton Quay,ZNEMEEWELLINGTON,E

write Yourway to
WeALTh

If you have an ambition towrite letDruleigh practical ex-perts guide you to success instory writing and journalisma
Remunerative positions awaittrained writers and journalistsa
Perhaps all rou need to
develop your talent is theprac-tical and successful Druleightraining; Now is the time toob;ain full particulars of thisunique correspondence courseswritten and corrected by ex?perts: Write now foralldetailsto_

dbuleiah Hollege
Dept: Rb; Box 1225, Auckland.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTOGRAPHY any Bize Almdevelopedandprinted,2/-,work-
manshipguaranteed: Post I0 Westminster Films, Po Box 1. Newton
Aucklana

FILMSERVICE--
25 Years' PhotographicWork has en-abled u8 tobuildrp the LargestMailOrder Photographic Service in New
Zealand_ Pronptness andHigh Classwork Guaranteed Printing and
Developing, any size film, 2/-
MULLEB'8,
395 KarangahapeRd", AUCKLAND

STAMPS
NEW ZBALAND and IslandBtamps wanted; Highest
prices given for all Health igbues:
The New ZealandStampCos,Box
24,Warkworth:

PIAI & COMPANY,His MajestysArcade, Queen St:_ Auckland
buyers al] classes of Stamps: N.Zand Island wanted: Approvals sent

MEDICAL
SBPTTIO Fingers definitely cured48 P}with Septocide penetrating
gernlicidal paint No dressings
Certaincure,2/6pogted: Jefferson.
Chemist;KhyberPass,Auckland

MISCELLANEOUS
PLAYER-PIANO,_E85; costE300new.Beingsold formebyleadingAuck-landPianofirmwhowillarrangc terms,E10deposit;andsmallweeklypayments,or take a piano as deposit Piayer isguaranteedby firmand delivered free;80 rolls and stool included: For in-1}spection, apply to "Owner; c/o Box
36, Weilesley Street, Auckland.

SIMPLE discovery permanentlycures Wrinkles. Sag, etc: Freeinformation personal letter; state
age. JanatK Data. 228 Queen St:Auckland

HOROSCOPES individually cal.culated. Send birtb date; place:time jf known:Birthmap2/6; pro
gressed chart5/-. Vocational ques-tiong answerea-~Astrology, Box
659_ Christchurch:

LEARN DANCING by Post ThreeDances (as taught inStudio),5/-Ballrocm or Tap: Ruby SherrifiHB Buildings Newton, Auckland
Dont g0 home without "Wags;' thebrightestand best children8 paper inAustralia and New Zealand: Wonderful adventure serials and informativ.strinc and comics: Only 34.--24 nage-16 in colour

SPORTING LIFE
AND REFEREE

is New Zealand's best SportingWeekly.
ON SALE EVERYWKERE:
4d. PER Copy #d;

PLANTS AND SeeDS
NEMONES and Ranunculus:Ex
hibition strain of prize doubles:1/- dozen; 5/ 100, postage paidGrifths' Nurseries; Hount Ede
Auckland:

UTUMN sowing of Lupins: Fin-est new Continental strain Ofbrilliantcolours; 100seeds,1/-; 300
seeds, 2/6. Grifiths' Nurseries,MountEden,Auckland:

BULBGrowingnstructiongpostedfree: Beautiful coloured plates
and cultural directions. Write for
one today: Grifiths' Nurseries:Mount Eden, Auckland:

ROMATICHyacinths:Guaranteed
Bulbs in 12distinct shades, yel-lows, crimsons, blues, etc, 1ld.
each;10/- doz. Grifiths'Nurseries;MountEden, Auckland:

BEAUTIFTLDarwinTulipsNewest shades and colours. Strong
bulbs,5/ dozen; 50 for 18/-.Grif-fithsNurseries,MountEden,Auck-
land;

UTUMN Seeds, Poppies, Pansy,
"Nemesia,Stock;Antirrhinum andCarnation:ChoicegtEnglish straing:Six packets 2/6 postea: Grifiiths'
Nurseries, Mount Eden, Auckland:

WINTER Frilled Sweet Peas inmixture; containing 20 shades:6a. packet:Prize packets 1/6post-ea.Grifnths'Nurseries;MountEden,Auckland.

DAFFORILSandNarcigsuscollec?tion: 12 named bulbs; including
doubleb, Trumpets and Red Cupafor 7/6posted. Grifiths'Nurseries;MountEden,Auckland:


