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VERYBODY fo whom we
spoke after we arrived
in London said, ‘‘Are
vou going to the Glas-
pow Exhibition?’’ and then im-
mediately after, “You’ll love
the Clachani”’

Not that these people were
Beottish, nor 4id they appear sel-
fimental, They were foremen of
factories, businesslike amnd full of
hard facts, advertising managers,
jnterested omnly in salesmanghip,

- gshop-assistants who had been to
* {he exhibition in 3 cheap week-
_end excursion and whom you
. would have expected to have been

more absprbed in the Ammusemend
Park, which had several wonder-
fully good new features, as well as
the best of all the old ones.

By the way, these week-end

 excursionists had rather a grumble

about the exhibition being closed
on Sundays! 'They travelled all
Friday night by train,
{lasgow, had only Saturday at
the Exhibition, and came back on
Snuday; but they would have
liked to have had Sunday too, at
Bellayhouston Park, travelling
home again pn Sunday night.

However, the Hxhibition manag-
ers had decided that Sunday
ghonid be a closed day, and wonld
not c¢hange their minds.

One reason was that Glasuow
people do not like the “Contin-
ental Sundays” but believe In
the old-fashioned “Day of Rest”;
and another reason was the diffi-
culty ‘of appanging the gquestion
of atiendants and restaurant
service, and ostaff gensrally, for
the ordinary workers obviously
could not work seven days a
week.

It was suggested that at least
the grounds could be open io the

public, with the water displays
and illnminations, and the bands

. playing; but even that would have

had certain complicationg; so the
whole exhibition remained c¢losed
on Sundays.

Faithful Model

B ».iK.

BL"T the people were right
about the charm and inier-

~gst of the Clachan, which was

"an exaet representation of an

~pld Highland village.
~with a faithful regard for every °
“possible bit of detail and loeal

Built

“golour, it was easily the most
popular thing in the whole ex-
“hibition. o

Oh elther side of the enfrance

. pates wag s round “toll house”;

and it cost sixpence 1o go through.,
Once inside, the fragrant odour of

burning peat weicomed home those -
visiiors who had iopg been abseni -
. from Scetland;

and ibere before

- you was the clusier of cottages;
" nestling together with pleasani

‘ neighbhourliness, under a litfle hill
. pn ths right,

Fach wag a faithful

. ¢opy of one of the different styles
_of buildings in variouy paris of the
: Highlands, from the earliest times.

Some were whitewashed;
some were Just gombre grey,

to reach :

v

WUNDER ROYAL PATRONAGE.—Their Majesties King

AT

George the Sixth and Queen Elizobeth were much
intrigued with this old fady who wove her cloth in the

Highlond village

that was specially built into the grest

Glasgow Exhibition.

with moss and lichen growing
between the stones and on the
ledges; and all were thatched,
- though there were gifferences in
- the thalch, too.

A liitle eouniry road ran through
the township;- and, of course, thers
was & “purn” gpasned by a hump-
backed bridge. A smaller frack

led away np “the brae” {6 where !

gome ©f the cotiages stooR with
their peat stacks behingd thein,

The Loch

HE “‘burn’ flowed inio a
“*sea loch”

—a sheet of real
water, with a shingly shore, and
.a wooden. jetty, beside which
wag an old hoat brought from
Oban, and a eonvincing litter of
nets and lobster  creels and
anchors . and ~  Yopes - lying
around.,
A large and cleverly-painted
seanvas on the other side of the
““loeh’” showed “the - roadway

“tanee you eould not
’17: rq:;;l. o o

T wish the Clachqn could have
been left permanenily st Bela-
houston, itke the Azt Gallery; so

leading away over a moor and.
o mouniain; from. a little dis- .
tell that it

N
that people like me, who have pnly
a few days in Scotland, could al-
ways get a glimpse of the iradi
{ional villages of oiden times.

1t-was of iremendous hisiorical
interest to see the construction of
the honses, evolved so cleverly
from ihe' materials at hand, tfo
withstand the yrigorous -winters,
and the general conditions of those
days. ) :

Take, for instance, the construe
tion of the “Black MHouse” I had
seen pictures -of these old High-
lapd cottages, and had wondered
why ihe thatched wpof ended at
about the middle of the six-fool
thick -walls- of undressed stone—
the other half forming a kind of
_wide. stone. ledge, on which hits of
grasg and weedls - struggled to
grow -

“Well, it was explained to me, al
the Clachan, that this iz as in
genious and as effective a design
“as any .fmodern - engineer could
‘suggoest; for fhe wall, surprisingly
enough, i built in two sections—
‘an: outer arnd -an - itner one of

A

stones, with 8 “hearting” of earth

‘and gravel sandwiched in between.

The “hearting” allowed the
rain-water from the roof to per-
colate - through down * o the

~grojind; and morsover, heipedito
“keep” out The fierce  Atlantic
gales; whife the wide ledge at
the top of the wall Saved the

‘from the

S A REAL HIGHLAN

thatch 2 good bit, for the winds

would strike the wali and be
deflected straight upwards.

True To Life

INSIDE, the “Black House" was
< just a rectangular enclosure,
divided into three compartments.
One was the byre, which was en-
tered by the only door, and was
separated by a thick stone wall
living Toom, berween
which and the bedroom was . a

wooden partition.

The fire was built on a Tound
stone slab in the middle of the
earthen floor of the Iiving room,
and an opening in the roof above
it let ont the peat smoke. A three-

"legged iron pot was hanging over

the fire, suspended by a chain fast-
gned to a beam in the roof,

in the bedroom were two old
“hox beds” against the wall, and
a rough wooden floor. Autheniic
old furniture for the honse had
‘been lent by the National Trust—
old chairs and dressers, ~ven old
pictures, many of them with
historic interest—and these were
shown and explained by a Lewis
girl, while an aged and well-known
Hebridean women, called Mairi,
sat just outside the door spinning.
at her old wheel.

i was shown a picture of the
King and Queen bending over
the dear old lady, when they
opened the Exhibition on May 3.
She sang her old songs at her
spinning wheel, to the delight
of thelr Majesties.

Hach of the other houses was
just as perfect in every detail—
with different kinds of thateh,
different walls, and filed wiih old
furniture and various “bits and
pieces.”
ing bagpipes—he Jhad spent his
whole life at this work, and was
an expert.

Another cotiage oontained. a
“simithy” completely equipped
with forge, : bellows and anvil
The blacksmith was busy forg-
ing lucky horseshoes for people
to buy as souvenirs.

In another room wasg a man from-
8t.  Kilda making real Haryis

tweed .on an old fashioned loom.
There was plenty there to be

orders for any special pattern to
be made for you. A
At The Imn -
NEARBY, @ - - white-washed
=% farmhounse. had been. eon-
verted into an inn. . We were;
thankful te go there 1o “‘get.
our teas’’~—all proper Highland
fare, pease - bannoeks and
potato seones, and oateake and.
blackberry - jam — served by,
‘gomely maids ‘whose English
‘had a strong Gaelic favour,
Opposite the inn, near big old
trees, .was a West Highland keep,

E EXHIBITH

In one, 2 man was mak-.

“bheantifully decorated in

or castle, with turrets and all come-
plete, which was really the concert
hall for the Clachan.

There was alse gz litle white-
washed shop where you could buy
post eards and seuvenirs, and
which included a post ofuce, §o
that you could send your greetings
away with the Clachan postmark.

There was alspo a representation
of an ancieni . pre-RBeforniation
chapsl or “eill” in the Clachan--
only kalf size, but very complete,
with erumbling gabies, and  with
the “Macmillan Cross” at s
portals, .

Some Recipes

TALKING of pease bannoexs and

vateakes, brings me to the
Women of the Empire Pavilion, ju
which demonstrations of cooking
traditional Seceoitish dishes were
given every day. 1 was glad te
buy the recipes ©f some, to bring
home with me, This pavilion was
one of the very best, both in its
lay-out and iis display.

1t was designed and arranged '
by a woman, and ihe Queen was
the palron. Especially interest-
ing was the display from the
Women’s Rural Institutes from
all over the Empire, and § saw
severa] good pieses of work
from New Zealand—especialiy
from the Te Awapuni Women's
institufée-—~some  Maori #nais
and kits, a headband and a beit
woven in black and red; a plupiy
and some pols.

There were alse some beautiful
pieces of work from the Royal
Society of Needlework; a fine dis-
play f{from wellknown women-
artists, members of the.various
societies of wpainiers, In waler
colpurs; and really beautiful sculd-
ture py distinguished women. An-
other  interesting stand showed
brocades and damasks woven from
‘the Bilk produced by ihe Talling-
-stone  silkworm . farm. Beautiful
enzmel work, ico, was exhibited.

. and ilh;minat_gd manuseripis.

“Fashion Theatre

ANOTHER feature of the Women's

Pavilion was the Faghion Theatre
a . sofi
grey, with a goldea carpet, similar
1o that used in Westminster-Abbey
at the Coronatien, covering the
arera. Four times every: day,
there wasg a manneguin parade, in

- bouzhi, tos, and you could give "which were digplayed the frocks

and  costumes of British . fabries
designed by British fress design-
ers. : i .o

-The Yool
fan-shaped and.covered with folds
of ‘miuglin; and concealed lighting
threw & brilliaat and becoming
glow_on:the manneguing. -

“In apother chamber was a dis-
‘play ‘of higioric dresacs from. the
time of George IV . down .io. the
present: day. Among them was the

dress. worn. by. Queen Vicioris at -

the 1857 Exhibition! - They were
beautitully arranged i groups
ith special lighting. and mfirrors
at’ the Dack of the cases, | . .

I Thare were ‘plénty. more. inter-
esiing things 10 ses at the
Fxhibition; but I must leare the
telling ‘of them till mext time.

‘of this building . was




