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AI;THOUGH the standard of

athletics in New Zealand
at the present time is not high
in all branches, the mile talent
has neéver been stronger.

Had the elements in Wellington
been less turbulent a few days ago,
we would have seen 2 new record
established for the mile and the
holder would have been the Can-
terbury champion, V. P. Boot,
whose parents gave him the
euphonious name of Vernon, but
whoge athletic friends address him
#s Pat.

Boot we know to be a runner
in the world class, for he dis-
tinguished himseif ggainst the
Empire’s -best at the Sydney
Games last autumn, but we
were not so sure that he was
a good tactician.

On this occasion he was opposed
by Gerald Backhouse, of Victoria;
William A. Pullar, recently remov-
ed from Dunedin to Masterton;
and three others on a short-limit,
hut not taken seriously.

The three on the front mark
soon ran, themselves into the
ground, and it was left to Pullar o
set such a gruelling pace that
Boot, who won the event, estab-
lished the exceptional {time of
4min, 14 3-Bsec.

Had conditions been calm Y am
guite certain that Boot would have
wade a2 new national record for
fhe mile and probably reduced the
. existing mark by a couple of
geconds.

Second Best Mile

‘HE merit of the performance
lies in the fact that it was

the second fastest mile ever run
in New Zealand.

I was an ofiicial at an athletic

gathering held in Masterton 12
years ago, when the massive and
lion-hearted farmer Randolph Rose
annihilated the smart American
miler, Lloyd Hahn, reducing the
then 12-year-old record of the
American, J. A. Power, established
on the same frack in 1914,

There was a vast difference in
the conditions prevailing the day
Rose made his record and at the
Basin Reserve, when PRoot went
within one second of making new
figures.

The Masterton Park Oval'is
one of the fastest running
tracks in the Dominion and is
set in the heart of a reserve
beautifully sheltered from the
wind by a thick belt of tress.

The Basin Reserve, as most
people know, has no shelter what-
ever and, in spite of the many
good times established there by
high-class athletes, it is easily five
seconds to the mile slower than
Masterton. In addition, Boot
Pullar and Backhouse had to con-
tend with one of those occasional
zephyrs which have encouraged
Aucklanders to refer to our fair
capital as Windy Wellington,

Different Types

gACKHOUSE is a slender

youth buid on a stream-
line design, and was not so well
equipped physieally for the
occasion as either of his Domin-
ion opponents. Pullar is a
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nugeety type, while Boot i3
taller, is much more musecular,
and his body is hetter covered.
Consequently  the  boisterous
conditions affected hhin less for
he is a much stronger ronper.
Boot was content to lie in the
wake of Pullar and Backhouse,
then come along with - an over-
powering run half a lap from home
and guickly place the issue heyond
doubt, It was one of the finest
efforts I have seen in my time,

The Canterbury man swept
afong with such an easy gait
that | could scarcely bhelieve
the official time when it was
announced. [t was effortless
running.

A furlong from home, Backhoure
was already in distress, but Pullar

was still going well and the two
New Zealanders left the Aus-
tralian to it,

Backhouse was - the first to

acknowledge the merit of Boot's
performance, and. his. only regref
was. that he himself was incapa,ble
of carrying the winner along in
the final furlong and tnrmm ~him
to a new record.

A Seylist

'E'ED BEST, who is accompany-

ing Backhouse on his New
Zealand tour, did not have such
a strenuous time. Sprint elass
in Wellington is not what it
used to be, and Best outelassed
his opponents in hoth. the 100
vards and 220 yavrds invitation
serateh races.
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Best is one of the finest stylists
I have seen. He runs with great
determination, but with economy
of effort, and he retains his style
when placing himself under pres-
sure. HFe has not had as mnuch
experience as Backhouse, bhut com-
petition against the world’s best is
sure to do a ot for him.

There is another side to these
twe Victorian boys, which will
make their tour live long in the
memories of all with whom they
came in contact.

They were tendered an informal

morning-tea, party by the State -

when they arrived in Wellington,

In thanking the Government
for the warmth of its weicome,
both Best and Backhouse deliv-
ered themselves of the best
speeches | have ever heard
from the tips of v:srtmg sports-
men,

" Bach is a thinker, and they both
realise thai there is 'a mental and
cultaral side to athleties as "well
as the physical gide through” which
they demonstraté their athletic
talent. They spoke with a charm
and obvious sinecerity that was a
pleasure to- listen' to. Right
throughout their -tour they have
created a splendid impression, and
¥ am sure the work they have doue
during their short stay will serve
as an inspiration to the rigsing gen-
eration of athletes.

Fitness Week .

[N the course of a few weeks

every citizen of New Zea-
land . will be invited to take
part in National Fitness Week
for ‘which ‘a comprehensive

Sport 'O'n Thke Air

gPORTING vevents which

- wilt’ be heard on the air
during .the soming weeki—

Of paramount importance
to followers of racing wili be
che runping commentary fvom
2YA, on Monday, January 23,
on the third day of the Wel-
tington ‘Racing Club’'s sum-
mer meeting.

“To-morrow’s Trots at For-
bury Park” is the title of a
taik. to” be given by WMr. R.
McKenzie from 4YA at 7.25
p.m., Wednesday. On Friday,
at 7.30 p.m., Mr. Mc}(enzie‘(
will again sum up prospects
for Forbury Park trotting

On  Thursday afternoon,
January 26, 4YA will he broad-
casting a running commentary
on the racing at the Forbury
Park Trotting Club’s meeting.

A tatk of interest to cricke-
ters will be given from 1YA
at 7.30 p.m. by C. . Demp-
ster, Mew Zealand test crick-
eter, and captain of the ELei-
cestershire County Eleven.

Followers of cricket in
Otago snould tune into a
cricket review by Mr. O’Shea.
From 4YA at 7.45 pm., Fri-
day, January 27.

Sportsmerr  will  be well
catered for on Saturday, Jan-

uary 28. 1YA, during the af-
ternoonh, will refay a running
commentary from Ellerslie
on the Auckland Racing

Club’s meeting, sports results
will be heard at 4 p.m., and
at 10 p.m., there will be a
sports summary, 2YA  will
-feature the usual results at &
pm. and a sports summary
at 10 p.an.; 3YA will give
sports results between 3.30
and 4.30 p.m. and a summary
at 10 p.m.; 4YA will GLroead-
cast commentaries on the
trotting at Forbury Park,
sports resuits at 3.30 and a
summary at 10 p.m. The com-
mercial stations wifl broad-
cast the usual features, in-
cluding baseball commentary
from 2ZB.
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schedule of events is being
organised throughout the Do-

“minion under the direction of

the Department of Infernal
Affairs. ,

“In Wellingion last week,
Under-Seeretary of the  Departe
mfznt, Mr. J. W. Heenan, enter-
tained newspapermen at afternoon-
tea and outlined the preparations

and sohcxted» the supnmt of the

the

-newspapers.

While the contro!llng body
is doing everything it ¢an to
make a sucecess of this schemey
it will depend largely upon the -
district - committees and - the '
people themseives whether it
-goes. over weﬂ or’ ﬂops

.Wha,tever 1mpexfectlons there

f ‘may be in the orsanisation of the

initial campzu n which has beenm
hurmedly p1epa1ed the peopls
themselves ‘can lay good. foundae.
txons for the futire by belping 23
far” as theéy can in all’ the fune-
‘tions ‘arranged for their reapectﬁfe
dxstricts next month

"Thls is" not some new-found

troplcal bird of exotic plum-.
age, but a photographic ana-

ysis of a -golf stroke made

by the former world cham-

‘pion, Bobby Jones. . Taken

. with "t h e mu!tup!e~fiash :
camera, it will- conhvey to. .
golfers: the perfection . of

Jones’s swing which made .
him practically unbeatab!e-'
in his day for the swing is.'§
‘the foundatlon of the game T




