RADIO RECORD-—January 20, 1939.

Al

Famous = songs reflect their
age, perhaps, but have as well
the universal touch that makes

- them live on heyond their time.

‘in this new feature, th? “Re-
cord” will give some of these
deathiess songs of aill languages,
and tell their stories,

ABOUT the time of the Nor-
man Conguest,. there lived

" in Persia, a poet-scholar-mathe-

_matician-astroncmer

named
Onar Khayyam. A plece of this
poet’s manuseript was seen by
a_ middle-aged author named

‘Fdward Fitzgerald.

/. This Englishman, who was a
college chum of the Tennyson
brothers in their Cambridge
days, was greatly interested in
Persian poetry, and the sight
of . the manuseript in the
Bodelian Library at Oxford led

" him to render such a translation

T

¥

of it into English, that his name
and the poet’s will remain for
ever indissolubly linked to-
gether. L
~Here Fitzgerald’s genius as a
iranslator appears at its height.
He possessed to an extraordi-

nary degree the power of repro-

- ducing on his reader the effeet

~of the original. In his “*Omar
-~ Khayyam’ this is remarkably

irue. v 4
Published in 1859, the little

 book lay for months neglected,
_evén by the frapslator’s own
- friends,

until Bossetti dis-

“eovered it in the fourpenny box

of a sceond-hand bookseller,
and Swinburne proeclaimed its
gentus to the world.

The poem, after a while, ulti-

_mately attracted very wide atten-

tion, but it was not until thirty-

. seven years after its original pub-

lication that a ecomposer, Liga
T.ebmann, turned her atteation to
it, and made a song cycle of some
thirty of its quatrains, under the
title “In g Persian Garden.”

The gem of thig work for so-
prano, contralfo, temor and bass ig
unguestionably thé femor solo,
“Aht Moon of My Delight.” At the
first production of the work, at a

- private house, this solo was sung

by the great Welsh tenor, Bem
Davies, The other soloists were
Mesdames Albanl and Hilda Wil-
son, and David Bispham.

. In  the interveming forty-odd
years tepors of =all kinds have

" made this song their special far-

ourite. The versegs have been
transformed by the composer’s
art into one of the most idyliic
love songs in modern mugic.
The words, together with the
Htative verse, are:

- &h, Love, could you and I with
" Fate couspire
" To grasp the sorry scheme of
. things entire, :
" Would we not scatter it in
c ~—and then
s Remould it acarer to the hearts
desiref :

“Ah, moor of my delight, thaet
" kaows mo wene,
The moon of heev'n is rising
- once aguin— . )
How oft hereafier rising shall
she look :
Through this seme gorden afier
. me—in voin.
‘And when thyself with shining
- fooi shall pass :
Admang the guests star-scetter'd
o on thé grass,
~dnd in thy Joyous errend reach
. .the spot - .
“Where I made one—tuin G0wn
: on empty glass!?
" !liza Lehmann’s “Ah, Moon of
Kty Delight” is one of the fea-

bits

iures In “Music at Your’ Fire. ™

side,” which will be heard at
L BYA on Tuesday, January 24,

-listeners’ expectations.

. moonists.
cer of the continuity told me, they

IN THE WAKE OF THE WEEK’S

...BROADCASTS...

BRHEAPS all members of
Oppositions are less reti-
cent than all Govern-

ment members (but it is

~ a long time since New Zealand

has had a British MY, who

~ gave his opin-
PEER WITH ion on foreign
PAIND

affairs so vig-
OF HIS OWN

orously and
- whole-hearted-
ly as Tovd Strabolgi, He
baulked at nothing in giving
them, spoke on the air with the
forthrigh¢ vigour of a born
fighter  First he was inter-
viewed rather indifferently on
Centennial affairs by 2ZB and
later the same evening spoke on
foreign affairs from 2YA. He
did far betier with a free hand
on & subject that he knew inti-
mately. Slight and almost tra-
ditional diffienlty with his »’s
(ef, Wodehouse characters),
gave piguancy to his remarks.
Curious and unjustified ru-
mour that he had been cut off
was due to wellknown NBS
tendency to wait for the chimes
without filling in gaps after
items.

Station SYA gave a fine coverage ki
of the New Zealand Lawn Tennis -

championships at Wilding Park,
keeping listemers in close touch
with general progress, and broad-

casting many of
BIRST SHE the later games,

parts, the Hnglish folk song, “No
John,” and concluded with what
was perhaps the gera of the whole
performance-—a Macri lullaby, “He
Popo Ara He Oriori” I hadn’t
heard this particular lullaby beiore,
but from the lucid continuity that
went with the broadecast, was inter-
ested to learn that it is an ancient
lullaby well known to the Maoris
who arrived in the Horouta and
Takitimun canoes. If this broad-
cast was the first time people not
in the immediate district had heard
the pames of Hirvharama and
Hirubaraha, which are both some-
where out of Gisborne, this schocl
choir certainly looks like putting
bhoth of them om the map of the
world. :

News that the adventures of
“The Japanese Houseboy” and his
employer, the Hon. Archie, will
terminate from 4YA on February
10 will doubtiess be received with

mixed feelings

HOUSEROY Vv listeners.

HAD O:tx;._ ofdthe. anlg-
-gst-liv ser

N@TOR'ETY given efromer;,anfr

station, “The

Japanese Iouseboy” has also been
one of the most abused. At the
same time the feature has had a
very big following, and although
there may be more rejoicing than
regrets, it is certain there will be

through the
o VVA% voices of prom- Eg
FUMEREAL  inent tennis
players, Fea- &
ture of the tfennis programme
was a description of  the

women's matches hy Miss Margaret
Beverley, ex-champion of New Zea-
fand, who, through an aecident

while in Christchurch, was unable -

to take part. She performed
nobly at the ricrophone, however,

even if at firsi her voice was fune-

real and, in fact, she intoned!
This was due to lack of experi-
enee. No doubt the broadeast was
perfectly covrect in a technical
sense, butf, oh, at first, it was mourn-
ful, Tn the end, sle warmed up
in spite of herself, and turned on
all the excitement of a racing an-
pouncer as the horses go past the
post. ’

Waiting up to hear the NBS re-
broadecast from Australia between
1115 and 1.35 p.m. of the H, G,
Wells t21k on “The: World As 1
See It,” I was not overimpressed.

Mr. Wells dealt
MR, W‘ii 18 with his child~
AS

liood, his adoles-

cence and S0 on
HE SAW HIM 3 sort of tadie

a 1t o hiography.
Better title for the talk might have
been, “Mr. H. G. Wells, As I See
Him” It is a pity that really
eminent men varely live up to
But that
may he a penalty of being greatl.

Sueceess story of the week from
1ZR was the recorded hroadcast of
the ¥irnharama  Native -School
Choir at 8.5 last Thursdey night.
Totally unnaccompanied, they sang

" Gruber’s “Silent

MAORI CHOIR Night” with 2
OM

THE MAP
I have only

heard bettered by the Comedy Har-
And yet, a8 the announ-

cision of time

are a .choir of 30 Maorl boys and
girls all between the ages of 10

‘and 15. They were trained by Mr.

King, headmaster of the $6hool at

‘Ruatoria, on the Fast Coast near

Gisborne. The choiv also sang in

delicacy and pre--

zpnd attack that”

—~—Spencer Digby photo.

ADELINE McGRATH.—She
has been 4YA's programme
organiser for the past five
years, has now resigned from
the NBS e getf married.

many regrets. “The Japanese
Househoy” will be superseded by
“The Rich Uncle From Fiji,” 4YA
has several interesting serials
listed for presentation in the near
future, On February 1, the first
instalment of “Westward Ho!” will
be heard; February 15 wiil intro-
duce “The Strange Adventures of
Mr. Penny,” while “The Life of

Emile Zola"” will begin on March -

22,

Particularly enjoved a -half-hour
1 tuned into 2ZB the other Sunday
night, At about 6.30 came the
first session of a new feature which
will be presented vegularly by
) Barend Harris

{bass) and Reg

S@!‘i@_ﬁi OF Morgan (bari«
. L tone). They
. MATIONS.  call it “Songs of
All Nationg,”

and they began with songs of Rus-
sia. For tbe most part they were
simple folk songs, but they all had
the irresistible appeal Russian.
musgic has had for me ever since 1
first heard a record of the Don
Cosgacks, ' Barend Harris sang the
beautiful “Black Xyes,”  Glinka's
“Midanight Revue” (which is not,
as I hope you de not imagine, the
thems song of & motion pieture,
but & very dramatic description of
the parade of a ghostly army); and
fitslly, “fhe” hacknEyed ° ““Volga"
Boatman.,” Reg Morgan sang “My
Dearest” and a ballad abkont fhe

brown eyes of his Doushkka. I par-
ticularly enjoyed Mr. Harrig's fine
bags voice, of which we hear all
too little. This programme wag
followed a little later by a short
piano recital by Eric Bell. The
pieces he played were all light and
‘modern, ranging from a little Fin-
nish folk song to a waliz from
“Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs.” I would like to reiterate
what I said about Mr. Bell's
talent being wasted on stuff of this
gort, but I am glad to say he is
varying his programmes consider-
ably and giving us something bet-
ter every now and then. In faet,
from the way he switches from
jazz to classics, T imagine Mr, Bell
must ‘be that almost fabulous per-
son, a middiebrow. -

A good many listeners to SYA

n

of particular
interest (o

every wolnan
in the

recenily have fallen into a {rap | B

certainly not set by the statiomn, but
by an artist—Jack Freeny (Irish
tenor) in his geries of “Songs of

Ould Ireland.”

) Quite a big fan-

DEAC;E}:{\E D mail has arisen,
listeners being

LISTENERS unaware that

- ) Freeny's work is
recorded, that he does not make &
personal appearance at the studio.
So faithful are his reproductions
that I, too, was certain the other
night that the-tenor was in the
giudio, and being accompanied by
the Chrisichurch pianist, M. T,
Dixon. The station authorities
will send on all fan leiters to the

that they will reach the artist.

the other day when I heard a 2ZB
announcer lending a vocal refrain
to records he was playing. In my
opinion this is never very desirable,

and when the

IT ALMOST amnpouncer has

) . an " execrable
PASS§D voice, as this
MY BELIEF pariicular one
had, it is unpar-

dopnable. I am always in a quan-

dary when I hear something over
the air which I object to strongly.
My first inclination is to Thurl

i something at the radio, my second

to rush to the phone, ask for the
announcer wurgently, and proceed
to. tell him what I think of him.
I usually curb both, but in future
I think ¥ shall count a hundred,
and if I still feel mad, then rush
t{o the phone, In the meantime,. I

" shall add announcers singing with

records to the aversion I have to
people barking and bullying me at
the opening of radio serials,

Listening in to Win and Windle,
radio “entertainers from Australia,
who opened their NBS tour at
2YA last week, I remembered all
the anguished cries of radic men

o ) ,t}ﬁat humour-on
/ - the air is - the
WiA(iiN‘T : .hatx‘(iesiﬁthing 'I%o

; e et in the world.
BE RIGHT - And to my mina,

.. although they
had their . moments, Win and
‘Windle didn't guite get it. On the
other hand, I have no doubt many
listeners loved it all, and will be
very busy next week writing in fo
tell me ¥ am wrong. Or am I mot?

The Hulberts—Jack, Claude, and
Cicely (Courtneidge)-—entertained
in 30 minutes. of delectable foolery

from 4YQ recently, and I saf back

with my feet on

THEY FOOL

the chiming clock,
enjoying myself.
‘I admit it—I do
enjoy the Xul-
berts; they. are

.PE_RFECT!ON all three bright|

. and breezy, and
such a contrast to the nasal “wit” of
8¢ many American comedians, And’

‘when two or more Hulberts appear’
-{ogether, I revel in those Iittle side

“dige” all through the item, The
Hulberts are more typically Fngligh

‘than any other Knglish comedians:

and even better, they know what

‘to sell the publie and how to sell it.

gramophone company in the hope]

I counld hardly believe my ears

Are yor resigned te seme falling-off
in henlth during tha forties?  There
is no need to consider depression and
ill-health ineviteble., Many members
of the medical profession prescribe
J.DK.Z. Gin to those oapprosching
middlo-age. :

“This famous old spirit—-possessing
unique medicinal powers—aids the
system when it is below par. Dis«
filled with the berries of Italian
Juniper, J.D.K.Z, Gin relieves the kid=
neys, purifies the blood streom and
is wundoubtedly am excelient tonic,

Take ¢ dose avery night with hot
water and lemon. ¢ helps men gnd
women through the forties.

In flasks, piuts and
quart boltles ai ali
Hotcls and Boltlo Stores
;hraummut the Domii~
o2,

YES! it stop drifting,
YESE Il study and succeed!
YES! Here’s my chance—now,

through the 1.C.8., whose fraining hag
put thonsands of average men into big
jobs—-and kept them there.

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE

. SCHOOLS
182 Z WAKEFIELD ST., WELLINGTON

= Accountancy exams, Radie Enginecring
= Secr@arial exams. Radio Serzice exum.
= Bookkeeping Architecture
= M atricnlgtion Building Coniracior
=2 Advertising: Cancrete Engineer,
o Salesmassship (amy | Structurel . Enginest
brauch) o
Show-Card_ Writing
Commerciel Ilustra-
= vor P
&= Bashion,
| == fournalisn S
= Short Story Writing
== General Education
= A4.M.LC.E. i
A ;
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Drafting {any broach
Aeroplane - Engineer
Ground Eng. License.
Motor Engineer
Diesel Engineer
Civil Engineer
Survexing
Municipal Enginecer
Steam Certificates
-t Window Display -
Mechanical Enginess.
Foundry Work =
Mining (Conl,” GoldY=
Electrical Engineer.
Elre, Power & Light-

e N
Wiring License
ffice Training  {Forwing [(al
tation Beoktceningl branches) =
arbentry Farsy Bookkeeping
uonhity Estimating | Refrigerotion
ressmaking Professional exams.
(Underline, your subject above-dif snof
on list write it h
‘Enguiries cost only & 1d. Post Nowl

-
—
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Shorti d-?;-fﬁug_
Chemistry (Arelyti.
ca

wsingss Manogemeint
lumbing -

iy Conditianing
fieek Metal Work
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