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This Picture Is
Bloody!

[“The Vampire Bat.” Action Pic.
_tures. Directed by Frank Strayer.
“With-Melvyn Douglas, Fay: Wray,
Lionel Atwiil. - First reladse: Wel.
lingtan, danuary.20.3

*I" HAT " heading, 1¢ me
. hasten to make clear, is not

}ntended 1o refer to the
quality of ““The Vampire Bat,”’
but ‘to the natuve of its con-
tents. - For what would you
expect to find but buckets of
blood in a film about vampires and
the old superstition which takes
them come out of their graves to
gorge on the lifeigtream  of - An-
~mans? B-rr-h!

It is so long since we have been
given the 'chance to sample any
good ‘old-fashioned, - dyed-in-the-
woot horror om the screen -that I-
found : the* nocturpal  fiittings. of -
“The’ Vampire Bat™ sufficiexily ‘ens
tertaining, .Af-the same -time, I
am afraid that my taste for blood

<is not as ‘strong-as it used.to -be.

Perhaps: that-is because .one film
“like “Bracula” - sucked mearly
‘everything -tliere was 'out of “the

subject “of - vampires; or. perhaps .

it -ig -because "The ¥ampire :Bat”

explains: itgelf ‘all -away with an,

other mad -géicntist,

Spoils The - Fun

I ALWAYS “feel it :is vather a
mistake -when ' ghost' steries °
‘or ‘ghost fitms 'ensd with rational,
- pseudoscientitic explanations. "1t
talkces half the fan of the thing

LIQNEL ATWILL
A man you love to hate.

away when you know that the

spook .is caused by wind in the -
chimney. A story of the super-

natural should . remain  in' the

realm of the supernatural, should

leave you, 'if possible, with -the

uncomfortable query “Can Such

“Fhings Be?”

“That is-where “Bracula”™ soored
-g0 -heavily, with ity hedrty :Grand
-Guignol thrills and its pretence ‘of
reality, 7That is where “The Vam-
pire Bat” gcores -not quite -so
heavily. Even though you suspect
‘from the outset—in: spite of a 1ot

- of guotations from ancient legends
.-to prove the existetce of vampires
"—that the apparently benign doe-
tor of the parie-stricken, murder-
‘ridden village will‘turn out to be
‘& madman who goey round leaving
eorpses drazined of -their blood in
order to prove his theory about
~greating HHfe; even though you sus.
peet all this, it is.:still gsomething
‘ot an anti-climax when the doctor
really is .unmdsked =as the
vampire,

Things On The Roof

{TILL, if you like horror, half. a
- blood-pudding is - betier than
Jwong. - All-the good eld hrairwraising

wachinery "is- put. into effective
motion—din. shapes crawling over
the housetops while the glock
gtrikes ‘twelve;  a -village idiot
who gibbers horribly and ecomes
to a nasty, but undeserved, end;
and rows and rows of sinister tegt-
tubes and bubbling retorts in the
laboratory where -the mad doefor
vigibly—and audibly--syphons. his’
vietims® blood .into a  botlle, and
where, finally, he is sent to his
gecount by the plucky, but ‘puzzled,
detective.

The People In It

HE picture hag the ‘benefit of a.°
good cast. - Melvyn Douglas
plays the :-detectivehero, and -
rather gave me the {mprewsion he
wag wordering what ii -was all

HER WORSHIP.

Glenda Farrell As
- -Mayor |
RL-ENDA - FARRELL has
‘been ‘elected. Mayor of.

‘time - it's gin).
-veteringry - surgeon who - knows

‘the Roongy, and a borse mnanjed
‘Lady ‘Q. The humansg go at it so
enthusiastically that they over-act

noticeably in several parts, par-
ticulariy the tearful ones; but the
horse, remaining natural and well-
trained, - walks off with the deci-
sion.

Man And Boy

WRI’I’ING about -several of Mic-
key Dconey’s recent pictures,

- I have deseribed him as the finest

Juvenile. actor on the screen. After
seeing “Stablemates” I will qualify

" that by saying he will remain so

only .as long as his directors make
him sise more restraint in emotion-
al-pdsdsages. Both he and Wallace
Beery are often zuilty of the tech-
nigque known as “mugging” (balg-
¥y, that meany pulling faces).

At other times, their partnevship
‘produces gome splendid acting.

“Beery, of course, ig ag dilapida-
ted and beery as ever {(only tkis
He’s a disgraced

‘horges inside and out, but is want-
ed by the police on a criminal

“charge. Stable-boy Roouney, having

acquired - -a lame ‘thoroughhred

- tears and comforts himself with
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race on ‘which all hopes are
pinned. -Surprise, kiddies, -the
horse wins! .

And then Beery (the law having

medicine like a nevw man, while
the Rooney -smiles through his ;

the thought that it won’t be long,
anyway, before they can ¢!l be to-
gother again. I don’t obhject to
the tears, but the parting kiss on
the Beery visage from 2 tough
little guy like the Rooney might :
very +well, I think, have been

omitted. "

Good Scenes

S you may “have gatherad, the
story of “Stablemates™ : -is
caulked to the gunwales " with’
hokumt; but it has one standout
-sequence when « Beery, - fortified
with' gin, ‘operates on' the horse by
the Hght of a torch.

Very good also ig the seguence
down on the farm - when Beery
runs the risk: of bringing the seore
to half-a-dozen for a -dominating
female wh- has buried. five hus-
bands. -¥He. prefers to' iake ‘his

chances with ‘the Law. : L ove Flh d & L aw’ Ay"r”es

BURGESS MEREDITH
Wixture of ‘Marxist end Merz
- Brother.

to ‘employ. Mr. [Meredith’s peculiar
falents.

North 'Hollywood and is -Cali-
“farnia’s. first -woman -mayor.
-8he  boast- that ‘she “didn't:
kiss ‘any babies; either. .
_ “Bables,”” says Glenda, |
Yean't vote

ghout—why he should be ‘assigned
to -catehing. vampires: wien he ’is ~
so ‘much wore. at -home in sophis-
ticated ‘¢rmedy. But hig® ‘hewild-
ered ‘expression -is-at lgast in char-
acter.

Fay Wray, -the hevoine,  has
little more’ to do than scream
when -laid on' the operating-table
‘(though, Heaven. knows, she’s heen .
in so many monsters’ -clutches -
duritng her screen. career -she
must knoew it will all come -out
right in the.end). As chief bloog- -
curdler, Lionel Atwill—a ~man I
love 1o hate<-didn’t fool me- for a
moment that he wasn't up to
-something - particularly - unpleas-
-ant, ‘but  acted - well enough: ‘to
keep 'the-characteg‘ of the :n‘zlad doc!i
‘tor-interesting. For comedy—an .
it’s ‘almadst the best thing in the Which has been .senterced to the
- picture—~there's - Maud ° Bburne; ;'glue-faetoyy, persuades ;Inm io per-
and for additional . hiorror. theve’s -form a difficult operation on the
Dwight Frye, whom I last remem- 1orse. This being successful, they
ber .eafing ilies in “Draculd.” et up in parinership, and Beery’s
“This time, he’s the. village igiot Tegeneration ihrough the devotion
with -bats® {(real-ones) im-his attie; and trust of the boy is soon so far
~and-—poor fellow!-he looks it. "

As forithe blood—well, it’s {hers
- by the bucketinl! :

TB'e'et"y, ""‘Rgéney And
A Horse

[“Stablemates?’ - M-G:M. - Directed
by Sam  Wood. - Starring ' -Wallace
Beery, Mickey =~ Roonecy. Rolcase:
Date .indefihite.]

N 1931, Wallace Berry and -
little Jackie Ceoper made..
if not history, at least some- .
thing of a sensation with a pie-"
ture called ‘*The Champ,” in
which a:broken-down - pugilist §
became -a new man, physically
and morally, usder the influence of
a small hay. -"M-G-M's new -pileture -
“Stablemates,” differs from “The . N ; T
Champ” -ouly - to 'the . éxtent that
"Mickey :Rooney . .substitutes for WALLACE BEERY
Jackie Cooper -as Beery’s couse of o « « This time i°s gin.
uplift, -and the race-track replaces .
the ‘boxingring. -aidvanced that they adapt puoe an-
' : . .other as father and son.
That “Stablematés” will

create as much of a-sensation is  And Then The Race '

unlikety, “for success- is ot so
-easily duplleatad. ~But,-in ite .
cut-and-deied . fashlan, it s quite . FOI;L;);‘E :&zigﬁgécbg?g%ﬂ;:zi
'3 good picture. ace of the law, which is on Beery’s
- 'Po e, “Stablemates™ wag prin- irail. Follows renunciation, mig-
cipally interesting s a‘contest for, understapding, ' reconciilation  and
:aeting- homoury hetwees theBeery, the customary findle of the "hig

Moany stors heve become famous-with
-one picture. Pauletie Goddard has
stayed famous, Since Chaplin ““dis-
covered’ - her in

. “Moderan
Times’? she has been aften in

LOOKING ahd . -behavicg - rather

like a2 mixture of a:Marxist'and
_a-‘Marx Brother, Mr. Meredith re-
.maing on "the wverge of hysierics
‘and his trip to- Russia throughout
-the ‘story, swhile his rchosentravel

B isw’t -the . putstanding - feature.: of

~less-"Mr. - Meredith 'was fdoling us

ling-companion {Lew. Ayres) spoils
‘all -their:-plans: by 'pursuing, and
-being pursued ‘by, -an attractive
co-ed {Manreen -0'8ullivan). Laove,
. you See, hag come .to Mr.: Ayres
with a wallop,.and though he  is
:gincere enough .in ‘his desire to
‘study coenditions in the Soviei, he
ig led dstray. by the more imme-r
. {liate prospect of igiudying condi-
tions in an American girly’ college.

Higher Education

FOR'their part, the girls seem to
hizve: adopted whole-heartedly
the dictum.of Pope that the proper
- study of mankihd-is man. With a
- econgtant stream ‘of undergraduates
; ~.at their door, there:is no lack of
suljects. ~When “the heroine dis-
The racedrack atmosphere -and closes that she is about to loge
the scenes_where ‘Mickey rides his her woy friend to:-thé Soviet, her
nag -to - vietory :are handled as room-mates ratly ‘round .enthusias-
effictently .-as "Hollywood always  tically, -employ -all the . subtle
‘handles these things. Though one weapons in woman's armoury—and
‘knows .the - horse can’t lose, the gome .of the blunter omes, too—to
bxg‘ iace could hardly be more make him change his mind. And, of
ex(tntmg if-one had a bet on the course, ‘they suceeed.
-ouicome.

the mews, mever on the
:screen. But  Selznick’s
““The Young in Heart”
: will soon change that;
" The one in the
middle s Pau-
lette @ o d-
derd,

Even allowing for the benefits
of America’s - higher -education,
which includes. 8 knowledge of

“Wintel‘sef%" H@I‘O the Big Apple, car-wrecking, and
N i - a:language all’ its vwn, these col-
Goes To College

lege lads and lasses ssem abngrm-
‘ally bright and frisky. Hswever,
«~the title' “Spring ‘Madmess” ex-
~plaing a-lot;. and the curtain-fall

[Spring Madness. - M.G-M. Star.

ring - Maureen = O'Sullivan, Lew 5 likely to find. you exhausted
Ayres, Burgess “Meredith. Restease: but mildly amused.
«Date indefifite.]

. . I still “think; ‘though, that those
OR .a collegiate picture, poys should have gone.to Russia—
“‘Spring Madness’’ has 'at if only for -the.sake -of "the Rus-
-least one: distinet mark of sians, ‘who -.are .a motoriously
novelty. ‘It entircly omits the 10070V pecple.
foothall,

Somewhat less distinetive is
the opportunity offered for Burgzess.
{Meredith to” reiurn to “the sercen
he graced s¢ memorably in “Win-
terset.”. Not -that his parfermance

Doro;hy Lamour
Has Her Own
ldeas

. PDOROTHY LAMDUR startled
in “Winterget,” he i3 a great irage- Hollywood: by . her . -announce-
dian; ‘and “Spring ‘Madness” per -ment that .she-was taking a year
“mits him.to. be just another ‘erazy -off from work in which to have a
~ocomedian. - Rather more gifted haby, She also intends to have a
-and ‘even: more eccentric thap™the perfect lWome. and 'has been sy
‘average, perhaps, but still just one studying landscape gardening.with
‘of ‘a erowd. the expert who has just laid out .
‘He js presented as: a/senior-of ‘the ‘garden of -her new-home in
Harvard with aniurge :(ahd a-hard- :Coldwater Canyon.

earned boat tieket). to:go-to Rus-  Dorothy’s long bldck {resges Bre
-sia. It i8 a pity he aidn’t. make it, -setting a-pew fashion for glamour
for,-the Russiyms  would. -piohably: in’ Hollywoed, ubd’all the fin stary

kndw ‘pettér than Hollywood -how: are trying hard teremulate Mer.

“Spring ‘Madness.” .. 1t 7is; but un-



