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|THEY SING T

% & & HEN famous Lendon
Vv voice teacher Plunket
¥ . ¥ Qreene first diseover-

ed the amazing blend
in the singing voices of Viela
Morris and Vietoria Anderson,
it is possible that even he did
not realise just how perfectly
they went together.

It remained for an operator
of the ABC to discover that.
When they were giving a per-
formanee over the air in Bris-
bane, he studied the radio
waves created by their voices,

" For the first time in his
career, said the operator, he
saw two voices record the
same line exactly. Neither

voice registered a slightly
higher note than the other.

100 Songs

WHEN they decided to go

further into the intricacies
of duet singing, the two young
women went to the British
Museum and there eopied out

over 100 traditional songs writ-

ten for two voices.

HEIR WAY THROUGH LIFE

thusiastic reception.

N OT many radio or stage artists can claim that a large part of their

repertoire comes from the British Museum, but duettists Viola
Morris and Victoria Anderson, now touring New Zealand under a month’s
contract to the NBS, can put forward that claim.

These two bright personalities, pictured here by Spencer Dighy, have
| entertained audiences in England, the United States, Canada, Hawaii,
| Australia, New Zealand. Everywhere they have met with the same en-

. Born in Australia, they gravitated to London, independently taking |
voice tuition under the celebrated Harry Plunket Greene. By chance Mr.
Greene discovered that their voices had exactly the same qualities. He
suggested they try out duet work. They did; Mr. Greene wasg enthugiastic.
Their voices blended perfectly.

They went back beyond the
Elizabethan composers. Most
of these pieces gave no indiea-
tion of musical interpretation,
so the -duo arranged their own
interpretation.

During a reeital in Hono-
lulu, says Miss Morrts, a
queer thought struck bher,
“TI wondered,” she said,
‘‘what Purcell and others of
these long-dead composers
would bhave said if anyone

" had told them their songs
weuld bz sung hundreds of
years later, in eountries not
Imown by them.”

The feam also discovered
two-part gongs - by Brahms,
Sehubert, Dvorak and others.
Picces as little known as were
the traditional numbers.

They took these for their

repertoire, and the revelation
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HOLIDAY C
PRIZE MONEY DOUBLED

Solve This Simple Little Puzzie

Don't miss this splendid competition?
it is just a short and easily-worded
paragraph about THE KING,
which appeared in a2 New Zealand daily
newspaper some time ago, and has now
heen put into puzzle form by our artist.

The opening words, “A PICTURISG UM . B

CEREMONY ../ will fell you what is is
all about and the rest of the wording is
simple, and the sense of the sentence wiill
help vou. Each pleture or sign may mean

part of a word, one, two, or three words, K

but not more than ihree. }

Solve carefuily and write your solution
IN INK on one side of a sheet of paper.
Sign your mame and residential address,
and post entry tor—

PUZZLE PIE No. 277R.,
BOX 950, G.P.O., CHRISTCHURGH.

READ THESE RULES CAREFULLY.

All ‘entries stust be postmarked not
fater than Wednesday, January 256.

The Prize of £10¢ in Cash will be
awarded to the competitor whose solu-
tion of the paragraph is correct or most

nearly correct,, In case of ties the prize- . I

money will be divided, but the full
amount wilt be paid. . :

£10) prize-money is deposited with
“Pruth” (N.Z.) Itd.
the HEditor of “Puszzie Pie” will be final

gud legally Binding throughouf. A postal - .

note for 1/- inust accompany, each inmjtial
entry, and 6d. each additional entry,
. Penny stamps (1/1)
unote unobiainadle.
tempts may be. sent on plain paper.
Alternatives in single eniries will be dis-
qualified. Results will be published on
Friday, Pebruary 11, . .

RESULT “PUZZLE PIE" No. 275.

The winning competifor in this contest fs: Miss M.
Her sofution, ocon-
taining two errors, wis the most nearly -correct one re-

prize of £50 .in. cash Is, therefare,
© - awarded to her. Prize-monsy wilt be posted on Monday,

FOX, 335 Stafford Sireet, TIMARU.
ceived, and the
. February Z7th.
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SOLUTION TO “PUZZLE PIE” Ne. 275.
Paragraph from the “M.Z, Times, February 17th,
. 1896: “They had no time to freec themselves from the
_awning of the sinking steamer. The agonised cries of
perishing : men and wonen were appaliing, but only for)
a moment, for many were carried down with the boat.”
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that the elassieal cOmpssefs had
written these particular num-
bers swprised the majority of

those who heard them, Station

officialg in Ameriea gueried the
eomposers’ names,

Congqguest

O, with a repertoire consist-
ing mainly of unknown tra-
ditional and elassieal numbers,
Miss Anderson and Miss Morris
prepared to take the world by
storm—and succeeded.

““No one else in the world is
doing the same work as we ave
doing,’” Miss Morris remarked ;
but she modestly refused fto
admit that she and her partner
were directly responsible for
the success that had come their
way.

“We owe everything to our
teacher, Mr. Greene,”’ she in-
sisted.

Modern art songs were then
added to their vepertoire, solos
f[md duets.  Oratoric is sung,

0o,

They featured last year in
an_ American coast-fo-coast
radio broadeast of a RBach
festival heid in Bfockton,
California, On their return
to the States at the end of
this year, they are to appear
in & special presemtalion of
the “‘IMessiah.”’

Before that, however, they
have to fulfit an wnusual en-

‘gagement: they are scheduled

for 15 recitals in Java, a coun-
try where they have not been.

“And 1I'd love to do South
Afriea,” said Miss Morris. Bui
time, and engagements, prevent
these two from satisfying all
theiv wishes.

They left Londen befove the
Corqnation, and are eagerly
awaiting the opportunity to re-
tarn. “We are hoping to get
back there after we have been
to the San. Franeisco World
Fair in November of this year,’
Miss Morris remarked. ‘I love
London,”” she said.

- They have been reguested
fo bring back to America
with them seme songs of the

- Pacifie Islands, native songs
and works by New Zealand
and Australian composers.
Most native (and Maori)
- songs, Miss Morris stated, did
not suit  their volces very
well, but they were hoping

to take back Something re-

“preséntative. ‘The warks of
Alfred -Hill hdd won their
Cattention. - T
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Out Of Tune Y

ASKED if they preferrea plat-
form .work te radio work,
the first hint of-a slight différ-

_ence of opinion arose. ‘‘I pre-

fer stage work,”” Miss Andér-
son said. ‘““With the radio you
misg the personal fouch, and
the reaction of audiences.”
Migs Morris, however, had no
real preference for either
medium, :

“You do have slight differ-
ences of apinion, then?”’ asked
the *““Record.””

“Well, we have our mo-
ments,”” Miss Morris laughed,
with a tell-tale twinkle which
suggested these moments might
take all sorts of forms.

She added: ‘“When we are
broadcasting we both try to
visunalise our audiences, and te
sing to them as if they were
before us.”’

Surprise fn America -

E}URING their nine years of

happy partuership, & con-
siderable time has been spent
in the States, where they found
a remarkable pride among
people who could hoast of be-
ing of British descent.

“There doesn’ appear to be
2 veally individual American
¢itizen, and things British ap-
peal greatly,”” Bliss Anderson
said.

“We were guests at one fine
home one night, and our hosts
had a drop of British blood in
their veins. They were unbe-
Hevably proud of this faet, too.

*Our host started putting on
rolls of music on fo a piano,
and we noticed that one piece
was ‘God Save the King.’

“‘I'm going to play this, ™

he said, ‘and you just watch
them a8 stand upl® -

““As the ‘them’ eonsisted of
a large crowd of people alf
playing bridge at the moment,
we protested. We felt he was
putting the picece om in our
honour bhecanse we were the
only Britishers present.

*‘ ‘That’s all right,” he re-
plied. ‘They’ll stand up, and
if they don’t I'lt make them.’

‘‘“Wel, he put on the 1ol
-and believe # or nof, the in-
stant it started; everyone put -
down his or her cards and
steod up, and they stood in
a real {ribute-paying silence..
It was one of the most amaz-
" ing things we ever encowi-
tered.’” = o B
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