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SHORTWAVE JOY GERMS FROM

.

BERLIN |

“CONNIE” STADLER, who -
 dispenses joy from Berlin.
minister Paul Goeb-

W bels isn’t interesting

_ ‘himself ‘in matters
theatrical (vide recent ~news
item), or inflaming Nazi pas-
gions” with shrewdly-timed- propa-
ganda, or attending to any other
of 2 hundred-and-one tasks inei-
dental- to the Ministry of Propa-
zanda and Public’ Enlightenment,
he is supervising broadcasting.

. In Germen radio, as it exists to-
‘day, Dr. Goebbels controls one of
the world’s most eifective insiru-
ments of “enlightenment.” To all

" eountries of the world broadcasts
are directed from Germany.

Day and night the powertul Ber-
lin shortwave station is on the air,
‘seattering a nieely-judged propor-
tion of official news and entertain-
ment to the four corners of the
earth. : .

HEN German Reieh-

Wellington . Woman Criticises “Record”

Article On Radioc Propaganda, Says
German  Announcers Are Just Being
 Friendly, Not “Fruity” |

Yt is beamt radio which - has
‘tade this possible. According to
a pamphlet recently isstied from
‘Berlin, the German Shortwave

. Station owns a system of six

beam aerials “embracing prac-
- tically all inhabited paris of the
globe* They are directed %o
North Arvnerica, South America,
South  Africa, Asia, Central
Americd, ‘and - Southern . Asia-
Australasia. :

Result is that the station’s world
coverage is .so effective thai in
.Augtralia and New Zealand. many
shortwave listeners tune in. to
Berlin- a8 regularly as they do fo
Daventry. ) :

A critical attitude toward Ger-
man programmes was. taken by
a writer in the “Record” of. De-
cember -80. Said he in  his
article, “Fine ~Old. English
Gentlemani— . ’

“The radio voices of Germany
are heard all over the world,
This German shortwave service
has a threefeld aim.

“To reach colonies and setile-
ments of overseas Germans and
make them conseious of Nazi great-
ness, .

“To create German markets in
competition with ofther exporting
countries.

“Tg convince the rest

7
S

" KPROVING VERY POPULAR of Wellington's De Luxe K

Theatre are Laurie Jones and Reg Maddams, a light
vocal and Wurlitzer organ act which is probably the
first of its kind to be staged in New Zealand. ~ Miss
Jones is billed as “The Singing Usheratte.” She escoris
patrons to seats just like any other usherette, then, at
| interval, perches on the theatre’s Wurlitzer orgon and
sings popular songs to Reg Maddam’s accompaniment.
In the changing hues of a spotlight she makes an
attractive figure, and her numbers are competently sung
in snappy, modern style. A Wellington girl, Laurie is
the daughter of Madame Foley, formerly well-known
theatrical costumiere. - She wos brought up in the
atmosphere of the theatre, but has had little thectrical
experience, Reg Maddoms is also o Wellingtonian;
he has developed an individuol and appealing technique
: or the Wurlitzer.

of the .

world of Glerman greatness and the.
- mote better understanding between

justice of German aspirations.

“ ., . German Americans in the
U.8.A. are showered with brother-
Iy love from home. . ..

“Nobody is forgotten. Even out
in the Antipodes we hear the voice
of Germany, soft, mellifluous and
fruity——especially fruity.
the broadeast to Tasmania that be-
ging, ‘Hullo, -Tasmania, beautiful
Apple Isle.” .

“We hear listeners in Austvalia
«and New Zealand grecvted by npame
in the friendliest manner by an-
nouncers in Berlin. . .

Other Side

BUT that there is another side

to the question was made
apparent soon after publication
of this article.

A - definite complaint eame
from Mrs. T. Voice, of 29
Hiropi  Street, Wellington South,
who protested rourdly against what
she “deseribed as an unfair altack
on the German shortwave station
and its staff. ’ )

Mrs. Voice is an -enthusiastic
shortwave listener, She has had
business experience, and she has
brought up a family. She may be
taken to represent a cousiderabie
section of Neir Zealand housewives
and. mothers. :

This is what Mrs. Voice has to
gay: )
- #*No, T don’t like what the Re-

cord” had to say about ithe Ger-
man shortwave station. I listen in
to it regularly, especially to the
greetings segsion, which they put
ovecrl' for Australia and New Zea-
land, ’

“Propaganda? Well, | think §
know what’'s propaganda and
what isw’t. They're enly giving
the world their point, just as
Britain is. [ think the whole

" German peoble want to be friends
with ug; they want to he [oved,
especially by England.

“Wvery German announcer I have
heard has been most friendly. You
just can’t help liking their voices.
Contragt that with all the hate
which is being printed in our
papers,

“Ag for the greeting to 'Tas-
mania, that is just a friendly ges-
ture. They also say, ‘Hullo, Bonny
- Australia,’ and ‘Kia Ora, New Zea-
fand’ They're intelligent people;
they know that apples are grown
in Tasmania. .

“Tve been listening in to Berlin
for two years, aund I've never yet
heard anything against Britain,
only recently in retaliation to An-
‘thony BEden’s speeches. And we've
all got to fight for our. righis.

“T sometimes listen in to RMos-
cow, but they put over nothing but

" propaganda. Only recently I heard
an annguncer say that the Soviet
warned IYmperialist Britain and

. Fageist Germany to ‘keep their pig
snouts out of our affairs.’®

Not Fruity

SUMMING it all up, Mrs.

Voice, insists that her ehief
objection to the ‘‘Record’s”’
article is the inference that the
Berlin announcers are ‘‘melli-

fluous and fruity’’ politieal
adventurers. As the resnli of her
shortwave listening and - personal
correspondence, she iz convinced
that it is the gmenuine wish, both
of -anneuncers and of the director

&

There is

of Gerfnan broadcasting, o pro-

the peoples. The greetings they

send overseas are entirely - spon-

taneous aund npot dictated.

Very seldom in fhe HEnglish news
sessions directed to Australia and
New Zealand has she heard propa-
ganda ov undue criticism, though
recently a stand has been made
against statements in the interna-
tional ‘Press which have appeared

:

WALTER WELLMAN, who
" alse dispenses. "

to the German authorities to be -

eross misrepresentation.

Mrs. Voice corresponds regu-
tarly with announcers on the
Beriin station, and, judging by
the letters she receives, they are
indeed a friendly, kindly dis-
‘posed Jot. And if their letters re-
fleet the happy outlook on iife
of the average Nazi official, then
Nazi officials are sadly misjudged
peopie. o .

- Wrote Announcer Conrad Stad-
ler (“Connie” to hig thousands of
radio friends):

“Many, many thapks for the
many Lkindnesses you have shown

JAMMING?

Daventry News
“Drowned”

EW Zealanders who were

listening In to a BBC news
gession from Daventry the
other night are still wonder.
ing if the Empire station
was the victim of an intep-
national. “jamming incident.”
The announcer had just
started to read an item of
pews dealing with persecu-
- tion of German Jews when
| sudden interference drowned
Wiz voice completely. The in-
terference disappeared while
a praisceworthy domestic
training scheme for German
girls was  being discussed,
but swelled uwp again during
mention of  the Jewish
refugee probliem. it may
have been a soincidence.

me during the past three months. I
hardly don’t kunow where I shall
begin and tell you how much I
appreciated your sending the nice
iittle calendar which now has its
place near my writing desk, how
thoughtfnl of you to send Xmas
greetings which are heartily reeci-
procated, or the pains you have
taken in cutfing the mnewspapers
and pasting them -so carefully.
“My special thanks go io
for having knitled the bed-socks
and for having sent them to a litile
child here. I made use of your
offer and chose 10-year-old Ingrid
Rurz, who lives with her mother
a few minuies from my place. -
“Y gzreatly enjoyed your Christ-
mas card and ‘mine’ are joining
me in all good wishes, . - Baby’s
name is Hang Peter, four months
old to-day, at the moment his little
‘joudspeaker’ is going full strength,
because he is eagerly awaiting his
meal. He hag mother’s blue eyes
and father's dark blonde hair. His.
chargeter iz sfill in the making,
but in many ways a sitrong per-
sonality may be expected. . ..”

A Typical Letter

letier is typical of several
Mrs. Voiee has received
from German announeers, typi-

. here.
it being developed,

- mausic.’

eal, too, it is to be expe_zeted, oiy-
the many hundreds which must
find their way each week from
Berlin to friends and sympathisers
overgeas. ,

1¢ their friendly spirit. were a
little more in evidence in higher
Nazi circles the world would surely

‘be & happier, more peaceful plaece,

Turther, to back up her attitude,
Mrs. Voice quotes a talk by an
American  broadcaster,” Raymond
Gram Swing, recently relayed by
the BBC.

“In my Connecticut farmhouge 1
have a radio sét which I can tune
in to London or Berlin iz a iwink-
ling,” said Mr. Swing. “It is like
the plumbing in-the house; it Is
taken for granted.

“The children are not thrilled.
“They grow up having London and
Paris and Berlin. coming right
into the living-room, .

“The paraphernalia of unity is
We have it. We are seeing
I don’t know
what the process is going to be,
but I am sure of the resulf. I am
sure that the forces of unity will
become stronger than the forees of
hostility ,and in the end wili win
out. »

Postscript
&S posteript to the above, just
two observations.

English news sessions during
the past six weeks or so have
deteriorated sadly from the
standpoint of brotherhood and
goodwill among men.

Attacks on Britain, especially in
regard to the trouble in Palestine,
have been frequent. Reference has .
been made in English pews ses-
sions to “British soldiery shooting
innocent women and children,” to
“British planes bombing harmiess
villages on the North-west fronti g
of India,” to ‘‘British blowing 1;
dians. from the mouths of ecannd:
during the Indlan Mutiny,” and s¢
omn. .

Not the sort of thing calcw
lated to further the friendly re-
fations which Herr Stadler and
his colleagues are endeavouring
to establish bestween Germany
and the people of the British
Empire. . .

Finally, an item of news which
appeared the ofther day in the
“Daily Telegraph,” Englandi—

“In Janumary the German shorts
wave station at Zeesen will begin
to devote more time to broadeasts
in English directed to Asia and
Australia. At theé same time, it ig
stated, the programmes will con-
tain ‘fewer talks and & lof of good
it may be agsumed, thers-
fore, that the BEnglish broadceasis
will eonsist maiuly of news bulle-
ting, edited in accordance with
Nazi principles.” '



