Television's Magic Door-Continued from Page 1.

In The Limousine

REMEMBER that, for our
initial “Ally Pally’’ (Alex-
andra Palace to you) appear-
ances, KHarl and I were driven
the seven miles from Boadcasting
House to the Palace in a BBC
laxury limousine, compleie with
liveried chauffeur and footman.
But, as the BBC got more used
{0 having us around, the limousine
changed its shape until it became
the charabanc used for the con-
veyance of the Corporation’s staff.
Angd that was all to the goed, for
it gave us personal contacts with
the rank and file of the men who
are responsible for the everyday
gccurrence of this modern miracle.

MUCH of the BBC’ research

into television is still a
elose and jealously-guarded
seeret, Casual visitors to the
studios are severely discour-
aged.

It is said that recently a party
of members of the British Parlia-
ment asked to make a tour of
the studios—and permission was
courteously but firmly refused.:

So that when we persuaded the
BBC to invite the touring Aus-
tralian ecricketers to witness Earl
McCready’s demonstration from

within the studios, it is doubtful

if Don Bradman and his men
appreciated fully the signal hon-
our that had been dene them.

Once we smuggled in a mem:
ber of the New Sonth Wales
Legisiative Council—but only by
passing him off as McCready’s
second!

TELEVISION and film studios

look much alike—but the
lghting in the television studio
is rather fiercer than that em-
ployed in the flm studie. Hav-
ing tried in both circumstances,
T know that a five-yard prance
under the lights at “Ally

- Pally’’ is much the more stren-

nous worlk. -

It msy be true generally that
*“Zorses sweat, men perspire and
Jadies merely get warm.” Bul not
so under the lights of the television
studio. There, if ladies show a dis-
position for exercise, they share
the fate of horses!

I hknow that, after twenty
minutes’ gyrations under thelights,
the wresilers were uot. the ounly
ones in need of the cleansing baths
provided! )

GR three hours a d-aﬁr {recent

service), the BBC offers television
viewers “live” material, as distinct
from films. - Siundio yprogrammes |
- yange from the lightest type of
variely act to grand opera.

They include illusirated talks,
music, ballet, revue, art exhibi-
tions, fashion parades and fre-
guent appearances of people
prominent in the news. Current
news-reels are shown daily.

migsions are oaly half the story.
In 1937 the BBC took delivery of
its first mobile television unit (a
second was ecompleted recently),
. which made ielevisien possible
from practically any point within
twenty miles of the iransmitting
station. Mobile television was
fnaugurated on Coronation Day.

Mow no event of wide interest
within the range of the mobile
unit goes untelevised. . . . So that
viewers in their homes have

watched tennls matches as they |

were played &t Wimbiedon, a
play from the actual West End
theatre, the test cricket st
Lord’s, sheep-dog frials, the Lord
Mayor’s show, the Cenotaph
ceremony on Armistice Day—
anything and everything as it
happens, seen and heard! :

ORE and more, experiments are
being made with Jarge-screen
televigion, But home-viewers know
that a very satisfying picture, with
& wealth of detail, can be obtain-

ed on the 10-neh by eightinch
sereen.  Recelving sets are NROw-
available for less than £30.

Television is to the stage and
screen what journalism is to
literature, From the opening of
the first door in the -zarly morn.
ing to the announcer’s closing
message at night, the fever of
Fleet Street {hub of the British
newspaper world), pervades.
Alexandra Palace. ... But that is -
just part of telsvision, produc-
tion methods for which are not
being without their influence on
those employed in films.

Women use hnormal lip-stick,
with the addition of delicate
shading to bring out the beauty
of the -eyes. For men a liguid
foundation is used to bring up
the sun-tan shade. Dark com-
plexions are lightened,  fair
darkened.

It may have been a tribute to my
own good looks, or 3 concession to
my unimportance in the scheme of
things, that never at any time was
I deemed in need of the attentionsa
of television’'s make-up artists.

Undeniably attractive ladies and
atdmittedly handsome men were

.auhjected to as much titivation as

IN earlier days ielevision makeup
was @ grim and ghasily busi-
‘pess. Lips were painted a bright
blue; eye-brows achieved a George
Robey quality;. facial hollows had
to be filled in and jaw boneg
accentuated by dark hnes,

Nowadays the aim
achieve a healthy

is to
sun-tan,

Oxford Street bill-postings; but I,
a New Zealander, was allowed to
appear before television’s public in
all my pristine loveliness!

Ear appeal! Eye appeall Tele-
vision has them both—and no-
where better illustrated than by
the two charming and talented
girls, Elizabeth Cowe!l and Jas-
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mine Bligh, the one dark and
the other fair, who are the
BRBC’s television announcers.

Miss Bligh took aun appreciative
interest in the wrestliing demon-
strations; but the stuill of which
Miss Cowell was made is appar-
ently not gquite so stern! I recall
that, baving made her anngunce-
ment of the demonsiration, she
would turn her back op ihe wrest-
ling mat and push a finger firmly
against each ear—becauge if she
heard the commentary she believed
she would be ill, and if she saw
the demonstration ske kunew she
would? :

BIG stores and London’s pubs
provide televisions seis jor the
diversion of their customerg and
clients, The 1928 Radioclympia
(the world’s greatest radio exhibi-
fion, when some £2,000,000 of radio
equipment is sold), was zn all-tele-
vision effort and boosted enorm-
ously the sale of television reeeiv-
ing sets.
The BRG, in its work of zopu-
larising the service, is iany
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marches ahead of its German and
American rivals—the only other
couniries where the term “televis-
jon” yet hasg practical applicgtion.

Ten vyears! Perhaps in that
time, but certainly  little bhefore,
television will penefrate to New
Zealand. but the enormous expense
of effective programme distribn-
tion (special cable facilities are
necessary in order that wide areas
may be covered), the difficulties of
programime organisation {with all
its wealth of resource the RBBC
finds it difficult enough to inain-
tain its daily schedule of a “flesh
and blood” show), as well as other
factors equally importani but not
of sufficient general interest for
discussion here, make New Zea-
land all its 13,000 miles away
from television at the present
time.

I should not advise making,
your radio *do” an extra year,
so that you can then buy a tele-
vision set, Your next radio is
fikkely to be equally old-fashioned
before the “modern miracie” is
made evident on this souwthern
edge of the world!

1 was very easy.
% g
But these studio a2nd film trans- |

Germany’s Minister
propaganda?
%

of Im-
Song from abroad

Mae West

Is one of the best:

¥ would rather not
Say the beﬁt awhat.
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Several yeavs ago Adolf Hit-

ler thought he had ecancer of

the larynx.

Dr. Carl von
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Wicken, head of z Beylin Uni-

| versity departmen 12810
inteniion was to expand this] o4 P © t" dla,g sed

‘Hitler’s ailment ag .a simple
polyp (small benign :growth,
round and stemmed ke a-pea),
on his larynx. Removal of the

1 polyp from the larynx, a simple

threat-cutting operstion that
many a physician (and layman) .
wonld be glad to have the
chance to do for Herr Hitler,
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That Cortain Age :
FOR several weeks the Can-
" berra Advisory Council
has hotly debated the weighty
problem of whether men should
be allowed to wear {runks in“the
local swimming pools. They
have just announced their decis-
ion—Against. EBxplains the

{ ehairman: ‘“The human  form

ceases 1o be divine at a eertain
age.”’
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| ENGINEER LEROY of the French

Air Force, crawled ocut on to
the wing of a training plane 10,000
feet above the village of Quzhy-au-
Beis to make a regulation para-
chute jump, '

‘Waving to his comrades, he

{baited ount, pniled the rip-cord,

floated gently to the ground., Pea-
sants rushed to the spot where he
landed, 1lifted up the lifeless body -
of Engineer Leroy. He bad died

| in mid-air.

Pets’ Corner
[LDRED ond Wiliiam Hurd, of
San Francisco, wanted a di-
voree, but could net agree what
was to be done about their dog:
The judge settled the issue by
awarding the animal to Mrs. Hurd
on week-Geys and to Mr, Hurd on
Sundays,

@
Historicol Research Dept.

“Tt is high time that New
Zealand had o film of iis own,
showing our national character-
éstics. Can nothing be done
chout 8> —Newspaper covve-
spondent.

Asked for his views on this
matter, one of our better-known
#lm magnates sald this was the
jrritating sord of question that
people asked without knowing
the facts. The main Centennial
films weve well on the way, said
this c¢hap, showing the lively
drama of New Zealand life, with
one or twoe pretty big heari-
throbs in it. The seene showing
the First Pioneer swapping two
beads and one blanket for 43,000
seres of good sheep country was
very moving, the joy of the
innocent Natives at getiing the
beads and blanket so cheaply

.
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being sympathetically porirayed

and malking one think of Blakg"s
Songs of Tnnocence and realise

like nothing on earth just how

far away we had got from ‘the
hoppy old-time days when the

gimple things of life could give

so-much pleasure and delight..
" The seene immedistely after
the trvansaction, showing the
First Pioneer falling on his
kmees and thanking Heaven for

guiding his footsteps into the -

eountry of a people so utterly
degent and unspeiled by erude
coramercialism, is beautifully
done - (says this chap) and
makes you realise also just how
far away the preseni godless
age has got from the fine spiri-
tual things of the past. The
PFirst Pioneer, of course, is a
symbolic figure, something like

an early patriarch, who stands:

for mosi of the boys of the time.
The film will go to show, this
chap added, that:

Mr. J. A. Lee
Was all af sea:
Our forefaiher
Was decent, rather.
# % *
Snow-white
Tn more whimsieal wvein, the
film magnate told us, there will
be a film about New Zealand as
it is to-day. The leading parts
will be taken by a young farmer
(who has done pretty well in the
Junior Agrieultural Club eom-
petitions) and his stock, under
the striking title of Snow-White
and the Seven Calfs, the young
farmer playing the part of
Snow-White who will be a
prinee in this instance, rather
than a princess.
Only tronble is, said the film
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magnate, that this young chap
will keep falling into drains and
things and we are having a job
getting him to look the part.
We're giving him a course of
Lux this weck, and then Viy-
ella, and after that, if he still
needs a bit of doing up, we’re
washing him in warm waler
with Rinso.

C“We reckon that preity seon
we shall get him in such condi-
tion that the mothers of all the
other wyoung farmers in the
country will be looking at thoy
own boys with .tears in their
eyes and saying they thought
they were white until they sow
them alongside this chap, end
no spoiling his fabric either.”
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~Los Angetes “Examiner.”

#} don't know—it's 6 new war donce the boys picked
up at college!” .




