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IVIS  (Xhandallah): At
this, the beginning of a
new year, I wonder how
many readers of the ‘““Record’”
avé turning their thoughts to-
ward what the coming yeéar
may hold for the world? From
several points of view 1939 may
prove one of the erncial years
of the world’s history. About
a year ago it wag forecast by
reliable political observers that
the antumn of 1988 would bring
3 European crisis, and sure
enough it did. What, then,
will the Buropean summer and
gufumn hold this year?
. Hitler, having vestored Ger-
many to her old position as oune
of the great Powers, is almost
- sure to have to face the (pos-
sibly) last struggle of demo-

cracy agammst dictatorship.
That  democracy is indeed
-working up to  determined

opposition to the forees of
totalitarianigm is becoming in-
ereasingly  apparent.  That
‘there will mltimately be a
struggle, armed as well as eeo-
nomie, is also hecoming inereas-
ingly apparent. S
- And where do e asg indi-
viduals stand at the beginning
of thig erucial year? It is a
matter to which every citizen
must give much thonght. May

Year in VWorid |
What Does 1939 Hold In Store For Us?
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. . . Not Many Drunken Drivers Over
Christmas . . . Appreciation Of Dashiell
Hammett Serial |

Ib hope that this letter will do
gomething towards this end?

Drunken Driving

‘Another Motorist (Auck.
land): In the issue of the “‘Re-
ecord” dated Deeember 30, I
noticed a letter from ‘‘Motor,”’
of Napier, saying that he was
distressed at the number of
motorists he had seen who had had
too much to drink. As a motorist
of many  years’ standing I would
Iike to take exception to his re-
marks, I travelled some thousands
of miles over the holiday season
and ¥ dig not see one driver who
wag obviously the worse for drink.
Certainly I saw some reckless
drivers, but it does not take drink
to make a driver reckless. it
would appear that the Hon. R,
Semple’s campaign against drunk-
en drivers is bearing fruit, and
that uliimately the drunken driver
will indeed be purged from the
road. Foree of public opinion is
right against mixing drink and
driving, and motorists as a class
are sensible people, and just as
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law-abiding as any other section of
the community. o

Exciting Serial

Canadian (Wadestowsn):
Congratulations on the Dashiell
Hammett serial, ““The Golden
Horseshoe,’? which ig as exeit-

ing and diverting a yarn as I
have read for a long time.
Some of your Tteaders may be 2
little distressed at the frankly
American flavour of the dialogue,
bat it’s certainly crisp and full of
action, . And if one -wants real
American dialogte I would suggest
a good course of Damon Ruuyan.

We can do with more serials of -

“Ihe Golden Horseshoee” type, and
less, much less, of the Barbara
{Tutton type. Heaven alone knows
.how relieved I was to see the end
of the gilded Misg Hutton. :

Stamp Man

CJ.W, (Dunedin): T think your
correspondent who wrote the para-
graph in this week’s “Record”
about the “Stamp Man” is a little
hard on him. *I have one com-
plaint,” the paragraphist states,
“the gpeaker has a very dull
‘colourless voice, and if his material
wasn't good, be’d be hard to listen
to.” Now, in my opinion, that is
entirely wrong. 'The Stamp Man’s
voice ig certainly American, buf it

it some of our New Zealand an-
nouncers. in either service, had as
clear a diction, and ag pleasant 2
voice to listen to, it would be ail
to the good. As for the Stamp
Man’s material, well, I for one was
amazed that there could be so

BEST WISHES

Happy MNew Y@@m;
To the “Record’

THIS is an appropriate
time of the year to
wish everybody the best
of everything, and | would
like to take the oppor-
tunity of conveying good
wishes to the “Record.”
| have watched the "Re-
cord’’ progress for several
years, and 1 have always
found it @ progressive
_paper. The recent move
you wmade of enlarging
both the size and scope
of the paper is worth
while, This toming year,
I hope, will see the "Re- |
cord” go on the same. So
- to all the people who
write for our amusement,
a happy New Year.

much useful information to e dug
out of a hobby like stamp collect
ing. My three boys take an excep-
tionally keen interest im the ses-
sion, and -naturally I encourage
them,

Hampson {Auckland): Just 3
csranll addition te the .number of

in.the “Record” on the subject of

Chrristinas carols,
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atl in favour of British institutions
such ay Christmmas aud roast beef,
put this Christmas, for once, I had
mare than my fill of earol singing.
We had a fair amount of it over
the air, and on top of thal, ons
night—1 forget which night it wag
—my slesp was very rudely dis-
turbed by an iinerant band of
earol singers singing “Good King
Wincelas” very lustily under my
window. Now round about Christ-
masg time there is always excuse
for a little barmless frivolity, and
I will confess that I had been hav-
ing some of the sgme the evening
before. Therefore my pain and dis-
gust at being woken up were all
ihe more scute. Next Christmasg ¥
am sterting an anti-Christmas carol
movement, o

Wrong Line

is very pleasant all the same, and -

~worked wuuntil they had bent

Jetters which  have been appearing ,ave not;on dance music are podut:

cingthefairzwith *an almost  undi-
Normally ¥ am uted doge of Carson Robison anday

WwW.B., (MNéw Piymouth)? There

was o good deal of semse inm your |

article on the need for propaganda
to compéte with that broadeast
throughout the world in the Press
and over the air by totalitarian
countries, but you teok the wrong
lipe. There i ecertainly room for
o campaign on somewhat different
lines. It is accepted as tfrue that
there ig no people of any nation in
the world who wani war. But no-
thing is being done to destroy war-
like propagenda in dictator coun-
tries. Now, peace is the highest
blessing we know on this earth.
Why should there unot be propa-
ganda for peace? I Imean pro-

pagands not in the countries of-

Trance and Britain and New Zea-
iand, etc., where, goodness knows,
there are few warlike spirits, but
propaganda in Germany, ltaly and
Japan. In dreams [ see a huge and
implacable Peace Movement. It
will fight for peace as thoroughly
as others fight for war.

1t will have tens of thousands
of young men trained for the cause
of peace as to-day they are trained
for war. 'They will go out -info
the dictator-fidden countries dis-
seminating their propaganda. They
will have spies and agitators and
gecret service men. They will be
willing to risk their lives, for if
caught they will surely be shot.
They will be supported with huge
sums of money by the great firms
and govermments and firms and
communities who see the folly of
war. 'They will spread their gos-
pel all through the world. It was
done in Rome by such gpies and
seeret service agents and agitators,
They worked undergronnd {(Iike
Hitler) int the cellars, only the cel-
tars were called catacombs. Thﬁy
the
Caesar-Dictators to their will. They
were ecalled the Harly Christians.

“‘Rubbish’’

wyariety” (Palmerston North):
A vear or two ago, many letters

¢ appeared in your columnus, criticis-
' ing the programmes broadcast by

the A stations. Exireme views
on jazz and erooning on the one
hand, and c¢hamber music and
grand opera on the other, provided
us with & good desl of amusing
reading. - There was one session,
however, that enjoyed a wellde-
served popularity—the “Musie,
Mirth and Melody” programme,

~ which was apn hour that really bad

something in light entertainment
io appeal i¢ everyone.

But what do we find today? We
find that.the two stationg which
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istory ?

his Buckaroos. (1 must admit that
I do not know what a “buckaroo”
is, but I ean certainly think of sev-
eral better descriptions of those
“entertainers.”) 1 suppose there
js a public for thiz sorf of thing,
but I have an idea that a few thou-
gand lsteners wilt agree with me
that it is the most unmitigated
rubbish ever broadcasi; so why in-
flict it from two stations at once?

”§CANDAL“
Housing Shortage
in Wellington

“DISGUSTED" {Wellington);
As a new-comer may § be
aliowed apace in your paper to<
say a few words abouf the
housing shovtage in Welling-
tonr, i came down to the |
Capital to live several months |
ago, and ! knew that the
shortage was very bad, but {
had no idea how bad it was.
For months |- have been
searching . almost every day
for a house, and without any
luck at all. I appears that
the only. houses to he pio-
cured are in the £5 a week
clags, and what working man
cidn  aifferd to pay that
amount? . :
JThe - situation . in Welling-
fon is a scandal, and the Gov-
ernment should tackle Wel-
lington as-a separate problem
altogether. State houses ars
atl very wefl, but they are not
being put up nearly fast
¢nough. ~The  Government
shouwld institute a bigscale
progravame of warkers® flais,
as several Continental cities
have done. I have seen very
little in the papers recently
about the shortage. [ hope
the *Record” is alive to it

Surely one station could sunply the
demand—if any. A surfeil of any-
thing good is undesirable—a sur-
fg%t of Cargon Robison is an atre-
city.

Suggestion

JK. (Timaru): Lately I read
that a resident of Bristol, Albert
John Grave, aged 86, left £113,600
to the Chancellor of the HExcheguer
in Britain for the reduction of the
National Debt. "True, he was a
miser. He lived in s single-roomed
board and lodging place, never
gpent more than 27/- a week all
told, went t0 a cheap eating-house,
refused to have a fire in his room,
rationed himself to one ounce of
cheap tobacco a week and dressed
only in the shabbiest clothes. But
all the same he left a fortune to
the State. Why is it that so many
New Zealanders who die well off,
after lives of luxury and plenty, ...
never seem to leave their monc—jid“v
or any part of it to the Statg?
Yet we all sing “God Defend N¢w
Zealand” loud enough, -
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Public Trust Office
STATEMENT }g(‘:})g{ N OVEMBER,

TATES of a value of £422,167 were

S

;E reported and gecepted for admin-
istration by the Public Trustee dur-
ing the month of November, 1938. The
{olal value -of the esiates and funds
under administration by the Public
Trostee on the 3lst March, 1938, was
£80,815,306, and the new business for
the eight months ended 30th Nov-
ember, 1938, wias £4,367,663,

Grants of administration made by
the Court in Favour of the Iublic
Trustee numbered 180 for the month.

During the month 416 new wills
appointing the Public Trustee exe-
cutor were prepared o behalf of
testators and lodged for safe cus-
tody, and 209 eoxisting wills were re-
_vised to provide for changes desired
by testators. 'The total number of
Wills now held in. the Public.Trust
‘g’gfe on behalf of living ‘persons "M
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