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ldeas. If the boy’s voice was

~ahd then develop it. )
when Thomas E. West was 19,

©ear o

0 heavily ‘enrtained
. sound Result w;x& he cauldn’t hear

o _G P 0. Box 1680, Wellmgl'an

- aoeel’s date.

‘skort stories or poems.

l DONALD DUCK

UNC‘A DONALD' <]
DEWEYS BEEN UNDER
WATER DR TEN

51
, COME ‘chx‘.!

. §Capr- f%)b‘.v,.k stn:) Enrc:pn "s .

Fiosm l'\Vnﬂd rights eexsrutd.

Smgmg Success

from.a radio. visit io. Australia, -

‘Thomas B, West, might have béen
A 1ay-clerk, but now he broadcasts:
' opera.

A }a.y-clerk is ‘a paid -adult male
ginger' il an Anglican Church
cassocked  and surpheed.
often the possessor of ‘a fine voice,

. whmh he ‘developed ouf of his ex-

perience as a hoy, very . likely . in
that same choir.

Thomas West told the “Record”
j hie was
Albans School, Christchurch, gsome-
hody suggested -to his mother thai

ke should enier the = Christehurch °
* Cathedral, famous for its ground-
~ing in musw and - its

‘choral ser-

good enough, at the age of eight, -
to take its place ~among - the’

cathedral choristers, she saijd, it

would be better to. preserve it
v.untxl he came to man's . estate
And so,

his voice had . gamed adult
timbre and he Went in for seri-
,ous trammg. v

- His.mother” (hergell a well-known

. ginger dn Dunedin in her younger  §

" days) urged: her son-to- :

oo ¢ out of singing—not as easy" .
: ,,_“‘-as it sounds nowadays, " v - y

make - & -

. was:
‘mother's heip that 1have achievs:

broadcastmg.”

Just & year :mer he had been] e
: .ha,rd at it,, YA ‘give him an en-- -
o gagement
- fright and swore he wmﬂd never
* broadcast again.

He ~got microphone”

In. thoqe days SYA studms WeI‘P
‘to . absorb -all.

&l the Bt~

: '.:Says Thomas E. quite frankly.' e
‘due eptively to iyl

f:d ‘anything likg a vmce ﬂt for -

he wa$ going. acrosg af . all.”- He
later heard, to his amazement, that
‘this, his first bi‘oadcast was® - a
success.

it was nearly the same at his
second appearance. He went
along with a mixed group of’
songs, including “La Donna e
Mobile.” 1In this number he he-
came so rattied that he forgot
the - 1talian words, made up: his
“own jargon of Maples as he went
along. Mobody was the wiser.

Then Thoinas £, gained
dence and very soon he found him-

THOMAS E. WEST
S ansed e;streme dwnger.

-selI sm mg w1th Gal Deeh an& the

"3YA Orchestra. “I cah never gpeak
too lughiy of Mr. Dech’s’ kmdness
and ‘support,”-he Bays: .

" In'1934"Thomas West formed, for
. 3Ya -the  “Domino. Pug,” and

-1935 #he. *“Mayfair Fosemble.”
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v Address literary communice-
" tioms . to . The Bditor; business
communications to The Secre

CCtary. Advertisemenls should be

in hand by Wednesday for ke
- -issue - bearing tkc, followiny

" The paper ‘does mnot- require
Topicdl -

articles, preferably brief, Tagill’”

L aTisaus be ' epneidered.

~ l-have heut’d 1w Australia. .

“Short time.sge he appiie& for a

“tour -with_the ABC. ‘They said

.there: ‘would not be a chapce for
gome time, but if he intended to
;v131t tlie Commonwealth they’ would

give him, engagements in any ‘State
‘he cared to vxs1t—a.ner ‘ax - audi-
tmn.

-And So. he made itwo records in
Dunedm, sent them to the commis-
sion, -und was bookéd Tor several
appearances. ‘There Is & possibility

that be will make a complete tour
of Commionwealth stdiions m the’
‘latter part of 1929,

took lessons from-

. Thomas West
Perey Kahn, pianist to Tauber, and
this iy what Kabhn said of him:
“He has the mast beantifnl voice
Given
the: opportunily, he will make a
S hame, fm- himgelf in me world of
Xfﬂl‘"w‘l('

((mntinued in Column 3.) o

confi--

in .

‘ing at the’ Penrith speedwsy, -

?‘-*Tenor F rom Christchurch “Dunedin’ SOCiefy s

Steadll Heading On To

“Fate Was = -
In The Balance

FATE of the Dunedm Otchestralv :

O - Society trembled on the brink '
(}HRISTCHDRCH “tenor Just back his own voice and éou‘hted whether prior to a concert recently given

in the home towdn. - Time was
when the sociefy’'s ' performances
were near-gala evenis, but times
change., Radio and “canned
music” {old their tale. 'The soci-
ety fell on less happy days.

Rangiord S’chbolt
Sets Smart
Example

PROGRESSIVE Ranglcta, 20|

odd miles from Christ-
church, has decided to go in’
for a complete radio equip--
‘ment.  The other evening the
school committee decided to
make inquiries about types of |
sets available and the servie-
-ing . of them. Committee is |
also considering the installs
ing- of télephones for com-
munication - between class-
rooms. o o

‘Concert given a vveek or twuv
ago was more or less to be a de
ciding factor—whethea
ters should go up, or not.’ Perhaps’
both  public -and -players’  were

of “The End. 5
“Public. rolled aleﬁg m
numbers; " aid. the orchestra Te-

prising . degree,
best covcerts ever giveu. .-
Conductor wag - that

materidl at his command

_Bociety’s . fature nov* seems'
sar.e at -last the LlOudS have tem-
porarily hﬁ;ed

(Contmued froin Ccshmm 2) ‘
,L:I»e most .(wtxstb.,

higd one watching ridgét cur mc-

On the day of the Peorith irag
edy, newd of whieh was cabled to

‘New Zea.l.md he waos sitting ‘witl
a’ friend- in what’ tumed out to be;'
g ,Welimgton,

the fatal area.

[ felt “a curious urge to get—'..

away from the piace, and told.
my companion. . He was . reluc-
tant to move, .but agreed when

I convinced him that | was sin- -

cere in my uncanny feeling of
danger. ‘We moved away. A
quarter of an hour Jater the very
peopie who took ‘our p!a»es were
kilted,”

’\z[r West hag come bzwls to his
homeland for a few months,. to
Degin o ‘series of broadeasts -for.

- the NBS at 3YA .on- January 2.

Series will conclude. a;t “Wellmgton
on January 29,

‘land, was given in Dublin;

.appom,ted “hour,

the shat

'ZZB Is Fll’:f

equally aware, of thxs grun shadow,'

Station To

large : : »
Juvenated angd revitalised to a. sm‘-BrOGdCQSt SOftbG"
gave one - ot athe‘

soun d 45
musician Dr.. T. Vernon Grliﬁths,*
~and, he made the most- of t‘he

s, Thomas E. &
.gets a “hunch” now and’ t’xen ‘He

pature of the game,

How f‘Messlah’ Wa.s Flrst

‘Sung At

FIRST pubhc pertormance of

| Handel's “Messiah,” favourite'
Christmastide oratorio in New Zea*

private performance m an Enghsh
inn,

En route o Dublm to dn-ect thev

memorable first performance, Han-
del was detained at Chester for
several days by contrary winds.
Handel seized the opportunity to
iry over some of the choruses w1th

docal church-smgers.

One of - the local. singer TS Who

,Was invited .te lelp was a house-.
'} painter named. Janson, who “had &
good voice, and ‘was one of the’
L best musicians

“in- the .Chester
Cathedral Choir.” Exsctly at the
Handel met the
singers in his apariments at the

_“Golden Falcon,” but, sad fo say,

on trying over the chorus, “And

“With His Stripes We Are Healed,”
‘Handel wag roused tic grotesgue
_fury by Mr.
¥ read hlS part ag Slght

Janson's inability to

The composer became purple

R Wnth anger and abused the poor

pamter‘ by  swearing at him jn

“four or ﬁve different Ianguages.v

first -

An Inn

T-:Fa‘mousv Hdndel Lost His Temper

‘He shonted' at him: “¥ou Schodn«
-drell Tit you not tell be dat you

_could ‘sing at soite?” “Yes, sir,”
replied Janson, .%s0 1 can, but
not at first sight!” Handel's

rage vanished as ‘quickly as it
appeared He burst eout laugh-
ing and calied the rehearsal off.

So . excerpts from the immortal
oratoric were gung . (even if . ime
perfectly) for the frst time z@Any-

‘where, and the little room at the

old “Golden Falcon” became’ the
scene  of a highly °~ important
musical -event, :

This old inn with its decorated
timbered front .still siands as it
did on that memorable day in No-
vember, 1741, and there may. not
be muny “in - Chester itsell who
know that its- old rafters once
rang - to ' & scrateh .rehearsal of

choruses from the mnoblest ora-

torio ever composed.

1Y A listeners heard a recorded -
performance ~of - Handéls “Mes-
siah” on the afternoon of Christs
mas Day, performed by the BBG
Choir, Solaists and” Orchestra,
under Sir Thomas Beecham.

JO. outdoor’ spox‘t has ver Ieaped
‘to ‘popularity:in . New ' Zeatand -
as: suddemy as ba,seball has, Two
years ago there were only ome oF

-iwo scattered’ iéams playing the

game in a few. of the main centr&s.

This summer  literally . thousands Y

arg playmg it, and basebail» hai

) sofﬁ)all
however, .

“In" ever;i other - respect,
the gape conforms to:
“.the game which has'so: many thou- "

'sands “of followers m Amenea,, S

\ strf&'bail has'
its strongest haold is
. where - near!y
teams play h he. game: every Sat-
urday " in. organised - competltwn,»
_and first - ‘radio  station in New’
 Zealand to cater for fo!lowers of
. the  gamie with reguiar “commen-

Gentre in. whic
secured

~taries is 2ZB, which broadeasts

these every saturday. .

The description . is done by W.
H. Wilson, an - executive of the
Weliington ‘Softball Association,
‘who ‘was one of those responsible

for -introducing -gofthall to New '

Zealand.

Mr. . Wilson knows -his softball_

‘naekwards, ‘and. gives. ligteners an
excellent idea of the spectacular

-gerialised adaptatmns of

- an
- gnge,

‘eipal local lending hbraries

‘enced an unprécedented
. for Nordhoff and -‘Hall's book.

 Listeners Like
Adaptahons |
Of Classics

STATION 278 recelved convmcmg :

- proof - ths othier” Suuday mght
of ‘thie- interest. listeners. take iR
the

1

clagsies,. . - .
- The "“final- eplsode of Charies'

I)mken&sl frpgle T of . Two - Cities”

i.’_;,'wavs. bemg piayed when  a power .
“failure. éui .off “ihe sels of & large

number of listefiers in the W elhng-".
ton suuth ards, Ii ‘wag ouly a few -

meutes ‘hefore the station was in- .-
“undated with yequests that the epi-
-sofde be replayed; and replayed it
was the following: night.

At Pailmerston North, 2ZA had .

When - the. station. come
meneed 'a radio  adaptation of

5g | Alexandre Dumas’s famous novel,

“Count.of Monte Crlsto,’f the prim--

only two copies each of tha book.'

-Demand for “The count of
‘Monte Cristo” - increased

much, howevear, that they mrc
compelled to buy up to . six
copies each, and at the present
‘time one library estimates that '
its copies’ of the book are re-
served and will be in circulation .
. untif 1248,

Similarly, whén “Mutiny of the.
Bounty” was being broadeast from
228, Welhngton bookshops experl
demand

even more remarkable experi- ’

had -



