If Nazis Go To South Africa—con{tin_ued from P. 1

“Mr. Pirow has gone to sce
that we get from the British
Government and the British
manufacturers the means of de-
fence which are vitally neces-
sary for the protection of South
Africa.” ,

Those words reveal the re-
actions to Germany’s ambitions
no less than the fiery rhetorie
heard at mectings of the Tan-
ganyika League. '

South African opinion is
erystaliised in a speech by Gen-
eral Smuts in Maritzburg this
week. . He said:

“We are going fo defend
South Africa {o the ntmost.
South West Africa ‘has
been entrusied to South
Ajrica as a sacred trust by
the League of Nations and if
the necessity arises we shall
fighi for South West Africa
beeause it is essential for the
safeiy of South Afriea.”

ND what does the man in the

street think of it all? I sat

in a busy barber’s shop to-day

and heard the ¢onversation. At

least hall of it was on the
eolonial question.

A clerk said: “*The first line
of detence for the Union should
be Tanganyika, the Rhodesias
and South West Afriea.”
© An air pilot: “Wiying has
amnihilated distance. No coun-
try is safe from invasion, With
a (German menace on onr
borders our South Africa, with
ils rich gold mines, would be-
come a Nahoth’s Vineyard., In
a few years we would be giv-
ing the Nazi salute.””’

T COI-
TE _ATRICA,
O THE BRIT-
IRE IS LOST.
\USTRALIL, WEW ZEA-
LAWD AND INDIA WILL
BE AT THE MERCY OF
ANY POWERFUL NAVAL

roRgs’

A naval officer from Simon's
Town, the Dritish naval base!
near Cape Town: “One of thel
greatest sea bases in the world

. ean be created at Walvis Bay
{on the South West coast). It
would eost less than the Singa-
pore job to make a harbour
there that eould accommodate
the entire mnavy of any fivst-
grade Power. If (ermany
should possess such a base at
Walvis Bay, Ameriea wounld
not feel happy, either.”’

] LIFT the barber’s shop with

' much food for thought. Is
it true that sneh dangers exist?
That- is the disturbing uneer-
tainty that haunts every South
Afriean, whether he be English,
Duich or Jew.

In an eloguent address on
Armistice Day, Mr. J. H. Hof-
meyer, one. of the leaders of
South African thought, ana-
Jysed the position: -

“The. Unlon has received

. South West Africa as a solemn
trust under a mandate from the
nations of the world, with
obligations to its peoples. As
Yontg ag Germany hag at heart
the spirit of intolerances, as is
evidenced by the way in which
she treals her own minorities,
for so long will it be utterly
and entively -wrong to sur-

“Bo, then, before that poten-
tial cause of war can be re-
moved, there must be a change
of heart in Germany,”’

SOUTH AFRICA HAS
LITTLE FAITH THAT
SUCH A SPIRITUAL RE.
VOLUTION WILL TAKE
PLACE. FOR, WHILE GER-
MANY DECLARES SHE
DESIRES FEACE, SHE
ALSC SAYS SHE IS NOT
APPALLED AT THE
THOUGHT OF WAR.

Frankly, South Afriea is
appalled. at the thought of war
and is preparing for it as the
‘best way of avoiding it.

" In his statement ahout South

Afriea’s war plans, Mr. Pivow

revealed that the CGovern-
ment had  deeided to estab-
sh a railway factory in
Pretorian whieh would in the
first instance build lorriey for
the railways, but the factory
would be so established—de-
fence would pay for it—that in
war time South Africa eould
produce her own cannons,
tanks, bombs and armoured
ears on a large scale.

He said an amumunition fac-
tory would be ix operation
within thres months, and
would be capable of produc-
ing 30,000,000 rounds a year.

RADIO RECORD—December 23, 1938.

To-day South Afriea’s first
ammunition factory, attached
to the Royal Mint, Pretoria, is
working at full produetion,

Mr. Pirow also said it was
being arranged with reluet-
ance for a supply of poison
gas lest the enemy should
use it, and gas masks wonld
bz manufaetured in the coun-
try.

INCE then Parliament has
voted £6,000,000 for a new
defenee programme. ‘This in-
eludes £1,000,000 to be spent on
new harbour defences and a
considerable sum on the pur-
chase of war planes and the
development of a strong air
arm,

shalled already

Mobile commandos which ean
disappear into the bush and
make detours are also eontem-
plated, A great flect of trans-

- port acroplancs, as apart from

fighting - planes, ean he mar-
within a few
days. '

Another faportant. preparas«

‘tion is the vast scheme of docks

extension in Cape Town. This
is absorbing ancther £6,000.000.

If the Meditorranean
should ever be 2 closed route
the strategic hmportance of -
the Cape route is certain to
make hig demands on Cape
Town; and Cape Town will
net be found wanting.

Ouverseus poet’s Ode on a Dis-
tant Prospeet of femous show-
men O, B, Cochran: ““Is this
the face that launched a thou-
sand hips?’’

Said ¢ German air officer
cryptically a few days after the
erisis: ““Our alr force brought
us peace with victory; but our
best allics were the peeple in
charge of England’s A.R.P,
crrangoments.”’ ‘

Cheistmes Rush

E{%EGESTRARS of births,
™ deaths and marriages ze-
ported last week that they were
doing a brisk business in
licenees for Christmas weddings

JOHN
CUTHRJE

and - the Wellington vegistrar
says that people planning to be
married at Christmas should
apply for licenees early and not
leave it till shortly before
Christmas, thus causing a last-
minute rnsh,

One of the elerks told us last
week that it nearly malkes him
sick, the way some of these
Christmas shoppers of. Iicences
go on. There a poor chap is
behind his eounter, worn out hy
the day’s work, and all these
brides and their grooms, bang-
ing on the eounter for attention,
thrusting and snatehing and
making a chap get out all the
different varieties in Heences on.
the shelves and trying them
out. . . . ‘““Have yon got a yel-
low one,”” they say (this chap
reports), “‘I ean’t bear hlue,
Well then, have you got . . .
what have you got? Tet me see
a green one, No green? No sup-
tans?. Good gracious, what sort
of a place do you call this? Only

render those peoples to Ger-
mainy.

blue? | I shall never come here
for my licence again.”

Not a thought for the poor
fellow “behind the counter, says
this chap, mo human feelings
for his corns and on his feet
all day, too; it makes him weep
every time he spcaks of it. Only
thing that cheers him up 18
when the bridegroom goes wist-
fully out-after his bride with o
funny wondering look in lis
eye.

Take o woman shopping be-
‘fore wyou marry her, says this
chap bitterly, and sece Nature in
the raw. ’

Homid Verse

Eﬁﬁ H. G. WHELLS, who is also

* a famouy rationalist, may
visit New Zecaland after his trip
to Awustralia—‘Reeord” news
item. S

{After E. C. Bentley, a good

distance after.)

Asked by o booksy lass

Why he was rational,

My, H. G. Wclls put down his
glass.

“A chap’s got te do some-
thing, - sweelie,”” he said,
“and when he gets ta my
age he’s pust being
pational.”

Boo fo youv

JOLLY news that a large-seale
-model of New Zealand is to
be one of the outstanding fes-
tures of the exhibition was
released last week. Behind
closed door, say the Press boys,
in a remote shed aceessible only
along & nparvow board-wallk,
modellers are feverishly making
ready to build again the moun-
tains of New Yealand beside
Centennial Avenue, Though we
have not peeped, the idea (we
gather) is to have this large-
seale model of the country with
mountain ranges 25 feet high,
and cities and towns with their
principal buildings will he put
in, o
No doubt «ll the wisitors to
the exhibition will wallk through
this model of the countryside,
s0 as « merry Uttle touch of

realism - we suggest that the

tourist chaps from abroad

should lond up at the end of
their walk olongside the models
of their hotels on the map aboui
five minutes after wmeal times
and ask: “*I say, con we get o

bite to eat?’’ At these words
the host will then pop oul of the
litile hotel and say, ““‘Good
Lord, you don’t expect to geot
anything at this hour, do youf
The meol’s over five minutes
ago. Where do 1you think you
are? Switzerland? This is New
Zealand.”’

The tourist will then sif
down and burst imfo tears while
all the locals will laugh Uke
anything and shout
sher!”? and probably throw @
brick or two at them in derision
us well, Thus will the bonds of
Lmpire be drown even tighter.

Lawlul Qeceasions

/{_‘% LEADING Palimerston North
% bookmaker said that the
notice from the Post Office
thrcatening to cut off their tele-
phones had left them more
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amused than periurbed.—News
item,

But, no bookmakers being
allowed in New Zcaland by law,
i, seems the Government has
now deeided that it would be
absurd to eut off the telephones
of people who do not exist,
“You don’t eut off your nose to
spite your face,”” a high legal
authority told us, rubbing a
hand over his own homely pan.,
Sl less do you eut off your
nose fo spite your face when
legally you haven't gobt a nose,
if you sce what I mean. There’s
a  nice igssue bearing on thig
very point in Rex v. Crockett,
1665, he said, fondling a hook
of Torts. ““I'll look it up for
you in a moment if you’ll just
wait half a tick while I pui a
ving through for a douhle at
Trentham.”’

(Next week’s story: A lend-
ing poisoner will comment o=
clusively for this pege on the
“Diugs Act?’)

—New York Tintes:

What will the barometer show nexi?



