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SINGER NATZKE WILL COME HOME

‘New Zealand

Bass Booked

For Radio Visit To
The Antipodes

UST a short time ago, young

Auckland basso, Franz Oscar

Natzke, made operatic history by going straight from Trinity
v Coliewo of Musie, Lmldon toa leddmn role at Covent Ctarden.

Now news comes to the “*Reecord’’ thas he is booked

by the Australian Broadeasting Commission for a tour of

their stations,

Iiis almogt cerbain that he will come ovey
30 Mew Zealand to sing—snd what is more imporfant to

Franz—rto see his mother who lives in Auckland.

-Sinee the dayis four years
ago, when he was a relief
worker and blacksmith at
Waiheke Island in the Hau-
raki Gulf, Natzke has made a
ﬂaz:rhno" aseent to -fare.
P-Tast week Mrs, Natzke showed
‘the - “Record”. clippings _from tie
.London~ papers, whose
eritics hail the student singer as

& “fnd.” | Without exception these
papers refer to the young man as
@ sensation. |

Besides being the first siudent
ever to- have gone from. Trinity

-.College into a lea&mg role in Co-
went Garden Opera, Franz is the
youngest basso—he is only 26—to
sing in .principal parts in. grand

opeva, in. London,

On October. 10 he appeared with
the Covent Garden Opera Com-
pany in “Faust,” and a fortnight
iater, in the first performance of
the new opera “Thé Serf.”

‘Writing to Mrs. Natzke, Signor-

“Afbert Garcia, Franz's tedcher, ex-
-presses his delight with his- pupﬂ’
performance. .

Said_,. “Albert Garcia: ; .Franz
‘shows great promise and when
hée has more. experiehce, ‘and-
able to “throw his voice about”
he will be a great man.

Indigposition - prevenied Franz
from making his operatic debut as
Mephistopheles in “Faust,” so he
sang The less exacting role of
Wagner” ingtead,
© But 10 days later he was able to
create the vole of De Fulke, the
Plind old feudal lord of the manor

in “The Serf” a new iull-length
opera by the young Cornish ecom-
poser, George Lloyd.

Writing' in the “Evening Stand—
ard,” Stephen Williams said: “The
finest singing of the evening came
from Mr, Oscar Natzke as De
Fulke, Here at last is & genuine
bass voice, rich in colouring, noble
m epunciation.”

“In the “Morning Post,” Richard
Capell says: “A new singer, a bassg
from New Zealand with a voice of
bea.utxful quality in the part of a.
‘pere noble’”

Qther critics, mclndlng the dean
of English musical writers, Ernest
Newman, wrote glowing notices.

Just at present Natzke is touring
with the opera company in. the
North  of England. This tour
finishes - about the end of ihls
month.

He has just given an audition
to the representative of the Aus-
tralidn Broadeasting Commis-
sion, who said Natzke was “the
finest basso since the early days
»of Chahapme o

Ag a vesult, Franz signed a con-
iract for a broadcasting tour of
Austiralia, .

Tour will take place early in
the new year, and is expected to
‘lead to a simiiar tour of New
Zealand,

Afterwards Franz goes to Italy '
to finish his studies.

Until he leaves for Australia, anr}
after the opera season ends, Franz
is returning to study at Trivity
College.

THE BOY WONDER,—Alan Loveday, vlo!mlst', as he'
engagingly looks foday. Fund to send him overseas. for.
study in the new year now sfcmds a(~ £660

Four New
Features For
ZB Stations

W features, new features,
is ever the ery of a com-
mercial radio service, and next
menth no fewer than four will

" be commeneing over New Zea-

land’s ZB stations.
Hirst is “The Elusive Pimpeérnel,”

- radio dramatisaiion of Baroness

Orezy’s famons novel, which will be
heard three nights & week--Mon-
day, Wednesday and Thursday—at
8- o’elock, - o

Second is “Imperial Intrigue,”
which wag originally called, “Coro-
nets of France,” and was made by
the same very competent cast of
radio players which made “Coronets
of England.” It commences on
January 31, and will be heard every
Tuesday at § p.m. t

“Imperial Intrigue” deals with
the time of the Regency of Cathe-
rine de Medici, one of the most ro-

mantic and exeiting eras of France’s

is There A Hoodoo
On 3ZB’S Building?

FLECTRICIAN working the

other night on the new
State Theaire  building,
Christchurch; went afonyg - te
the old burnt-eout studios of
8ZB, in Colombo Sireet, to
borrow a ladder.. His nostrlls
twitched. He smellied burn-’
ing, He was right. A piece
of rag, oll and turpentine.
soaked, had been left on the
fioor after the day’s work. It
smouldered. Half a draught
of wind from an open door
would have set -the whole
place ablaze again.

A day or two before, some-’
body rebuilding 328 had
trouble with a water-pipe,
which brokes and annointed
the floors and 2 shoe siore
down below. Everybody calm-
ed down In the end oniy io
remark, “This place
hocdoo.”

But the rebuilding plans are -
proceeding rapidly and in a
few weeks 3ZR’s siaff will be
bhack in the lap of radie
Twery. .

is

history, an era which has already
been - “glamourised” by Dumas.
Charles IX of Fyance, Catherine de
Medici, Marguerte de Valois, the
Duc de Guise, Henry of Navarre

~and many other historical figures
~play their part in “Imperial In-
“trighe” ’ BN

Third teature to commence in
January is “Howie Wing,” an ex-
citing serial dealing with the ad-

- ventures of a: flying cadet at the
famous  Randolph Field College.
It was writlen by the author of

®The Air. Adventures of Jimmy

- Alew)” a serlal which has pmved
wvery popular Qverseas.

“Fowie ng” is not only con-
cerned with the adventures of the
young -cadet; it gives frequent in-
teregting glimpses of the life of a
young pilot, and just how he ig in-
siructed .in the various phases of

av1atlon, nenuga.tmn, meteoroiogy,'

engineering and so.on.

““Howie Wing” will be heard twice -
. weekly—on Wednesdays and Thurs.

days—at 7 p.m.

Fourth feature for release during
January is  “Famous Escapes”
which will commence on January

26, and will be heard every Thurs .

day svening at 7.15.

FORMERLY Aunt Pat of YA,
Migs Maynard Hall,
signed some months ago 1’01* health

reasons, is to leave Australia for.
Year..

America before fhe New
Aunt Pat is & versonslity -who will
not-goon. be forgotten by radie lig-
teners in New Zealand '

- PPIANQ teacher
days, asked how he endured his

who re-

Ier “Katy and John™
Haide.

enecutive.

KATY’'S FOUND A ﬁ@H\i"w—The creutor of !-I:e popu-~
radio serial from the Australion
stotions, Hilde Morse, was married in Sydney the
other day to Gordner Hales, who comes from Ade-
Hilda is o Mew Zeslender—her parents live
in Takeonini, Au@kim‘admgmd she has ofteined om
importent position beth s o broadeaster ond @ vedio
M, and bMrs. Hales ore coming over here
for Christmes,

*

of the‘ good o0ld

job, said it had its compensations,
becansge there was always “the m’cer
esting pupil”

Miss Valerie COrIiss {well-known
in  Wellington musical circles)
geems to at{ract numerous interest-
ing pupils, and her presentation of
half & dozen of these in the Town
Hall Concert Chamber on Manday,
December 5, iniroduced a group of
musiciang ©of Sihgulaﬂy ‘marked

‘ability.

Those playing at thls 1‘ecuai were,;
) Jourdaimn,
Derothy La ‘Roche, Liconel Harris,.
~ Arthur Fisldhouse, and Bryan Me-

Isa = Anderson, Kate

Millan, sl of whom  would have

done credit. to royal musw s.schuolsé

of London.

. Besides numei ous brilliant solo
itemg, a feature of the con_cert wag
the . two pianofort., work,
examples being glven to 4 delighted
audﬂence

it seems almost a pity that in
a programme of about 40 num-
bers, the names of - Beethoven,
Mozart, Liszt and Grieg -were
missing, and that the majority of
pieses played were short (though
far from trivial or easy). Per-
haps  in these days  of quick
lunches we have grown used to
gotng without g good shce -off
the joint.

It was, at any mte, a mght outv

for the “moderns,” much of whose
dehghtful work was new to most
of those yresent, .
others amaong. the “ancients” were
by no means forgotfen.

siz.

‘ school prefects, :
"masgiers, the house masiers and:

And Bach and

ng s C @EE@@ To
Give Historie

Christmas Carals

I?I\‘GS College Chayel, Omnulm,
* pregents “The Festival @ of
Nine Lessons and Carols” from
YA on Sunday. night next,
Service hag its owigin far back

-in Fnglish history and is famous

through its association. with  ths
chapel of Xing’s College, Cam-
bridge, where it hag heen pevr-
formed for many years:. Lately it
hag been regularly’ broadcast from
there by the BBC.

King’s College Chapel ai Ofa.
bubu makes a warthy setii . for
this traditional service,

The service opens With a pro- -
cessional hymn. - Then follows a
series of nine carols, each "of
which is preceded by a Bible read-
ing, unfolding first the Old Testa-
ment and an adcount of the birih
of Christ.  Each reading is given

by a different person, following the '

custom whereby -the veaders wze-.
present a particmlar section of the

- institution performing the service. -

. In this particular service, read«

erg will be representatives of the |
boys, . dayboys, . house prefecis,
of . the: assistant

ﬁh( Board of. Governors,

T'OR 50 years librarians in this

country have deliberately edu-
cated borrowers to be disappointed
by not getting the books they want,
~3r, J. D. Stewart, chief Bbrarium -
of Ber mendsey, melon. :

no cynical way I a.dwse boyl E
not'to let their schoolwork inters
fere ‘with their education.—Pro-
jessor George Gordon.




