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DAD was lying down resting

in his room at the St
George when I called to inter-
view him—iaking it easy after
his trip on the Awatea, pre-
paratory to starting a strenu-
ous round of personal appear-
ances with the new Cinesound
film ““Dad and Dave Come to
Town.”

For Dad—or Bert Bailey, as I
suppese on¢ should call him,
though it is hard to think of him
as anything but Dad--is mot a
young man in years. Twenty-six
years now he has been bplaying
that role; and except that theyre

BERT BAILEY.—And the
whiskers are genuine,

not quite so luxuriant, the vener-
able white whiskery and sweeping
moustache which you see on ihe
screen ave the same as you would

“ worth ~ more than

'DAD COMES TO OUR SELECTION
FOR A CHANGE

{By GORDON MIRAMS)

We discussed telgwision and we
giscussed film reviewing. He
wanted to Enow about droughts m
New Zealand, theatres in New
Zealand, whather there was much
interest in repertory, .how radio
was run over here, ard what re-
ception from Aunsiralia wag like,

But that came iater. For the
first half hour, Dad answered
questions and tzilked about Austra-
Han filmg in general and the
“Dagd and Dave” characters in par-
ticular.

“This character of Dad which
I've been . laying continuously
now {or 28 years is a real man
to me, not in any way a carica-
ture,” said Bert Beziley, looking
so much Ilike Dad that you
simply couldn't doubt his word.
“Steele Rudd, the authop, based
him on a ¢omposite of two or
three men he knew, including
his own father. Rudd’s first
books were written about 40
years ago.” :

“There’s a whole 1ot of human-
ity in the old chap-—he governs his
family and he always thinks he's
right. He's representative of a
general {ype of man-—the fellow
who " as made good by dogged
perseverance. He hasn’t had much
edueation, but "he’s got practicat
commonsexse which is, often
a university
training.” .

: Auckland-Born B

Bert Bailey was born in Auck-
land, but left New Zealand when
only a few wmounths old. He started
playing the role of Dad in “On
Our Selection™ on the Anstralian
stage in 1812, In ihat year he

see if you met Dad in the street.
They're as genuine as the man
himself,” -

‘Though Dad’s body was taking a |
rest when I saw him, his mind
certainly wasn’t. I started by in-
terviewing him; he finished by
interviewing me. With that merry
twinkle in his eyes that we know
so well, he showed qguite youthiul
curiogity on a wide variety of sub-

- jects.

o

Permanence.

characters of Pad and Dave; but
it there wasn’t some merit in that
class of entertainment, how on
earth counid it have held the public
for so long?”

There didn’t seem to be much
answer to the gquestion when put
like that, especially when Dad
pointed out, with regard te “On
Our Selection,” that no film in
Australin has ever
public so continuously to the box-
office. They keep on reviving it,

-and it always does big business.

Better Films

For zll that, continned Dad, he
was sure that Australian pictures
were much better now than they

drawn ‘the -

were in the days when “Onr Our
Selection” was filmed. Australian
technique and equipment were
vastly improved, and their direct-
ors o2nd aectors had Dbenefited
enormcusly by experionce,

Of course, in Australia they still
had to watch costs closely.. They
counldn’t spend anything like the
amonnt on a film that Hollywood
did. The ‘Jea was to make a good
picture that would please the
public of Australia’ and New Zea-
land firat, and after that they put
it on the overseas market.

“And [ must say I'm zrateful fo
the New Zealand public for the
support they've given the pictures
I've been in,” said Dad.

“Do you gzet much fan mail?” i

.asked.

“Weil,, now, that’s a funny
thing, but do you know that |
could count all the fan letters
I’ve received on the fingers of
one hand, | dow't know wheather
that means Pm not popular”
replied Dad, with the merry
twinkle in his eye particularly
_noticeable,

Having mentioned that it was
the ambition of Ken G IHali,

9

director of Cinesound Producti
Ltd., to make a film in New
land wuliliging our wonderful
ery and romantic history,
branched off on to a wide selecti
of topics, : )
When 1 had arrived in  Dad'
room I had told him that [ only
wanted & 1fow minutes of hiz ti
for a short interview, because §
knew he must be tired after his
trip. It was only when 1 got outs
side the room again that I realised
wo had been talking for a full
hour, .

Bad’s parting words ‘ware
typical of him: “For goodness
sake, young man, whatever you

do, don’* make me sound .con.
ceited. Pm only an actor doing
his joh.”

PUZZLE PIE.

In & number of copies of the
“Radio Record” of October I8,
“Puzzle Pie” No. 273 appeared in-
stead of “Puzzie Pila” Ne. 269 We
regret this error and advise all
those competitors who submitted
entries for No. 273 that their entries
are being counted as entries for
this week's puzzle (No. 273).

HAIR TO ORDER

Star Prefers To
Use Wigs

INNIE BARNES has cut

her hair close to her head.
like a little 2oy's, and now
there s no need for her to
fuss with elaborate hair-do's.
She has a colizetion of gorge-
ous wigs which che uses for
film work and in private life.

Mow she can get home from
the studic and be ready for
a formal dinner-party within
a haifhour., locking resplen-
dent in blonde or black hain,
as her mood dictates.
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vigited New Zealand—bhuf beiween
then and pow he hosw's been over
here, o

“You'll notice 2
enees,” 1 suzgested.

ot of differ-

“Yes, 1 expeet I shall, but the

theatres amn’ mugic-balls  were
pretty good even in thosé days”
replied Dad. *Vve always wanted
t0 come bas’, and néw when I
had the chance I wan glad o take
it and bring my dcughter along to
show her your couniry,

“¥ou know,” he went on, “a
man is extremely fortunate to
have been able to get a role like
Dad Rudd and heold on io it. As
Pve grown older, Dad has grown
oslder with me, and it's made no
difference to the part. instead of
having to put false whiskers on,
as | once did, | now grow them
for myself. 1 don't know of
any other part which it has
been possible for an actor to
handle for such a number of
years.

“And not many fellows have a
chance to star in pictures at the
age of over 63, o

“Yes, you do hear some coriti
clzm from gsome peaple ahout the
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