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Bing Crosby At

in “ging, You Sinners,” which—
disregarding at least one protest

Dorothy Lamour

‘Whatever happened to the story
in process of translation fo the

Much Pleasant Adb:

from down south—I claim to be the screen, its stage origin ig . still } R
HIS Best nicest piece of entertainment Bing Goes Mextcan obvious. 'There are realistic out- AbOl.l'l‘ Nothmg

[“sing, You Sinners. 7. Paramount.
Directed by Wesley Rqules. Star-
ring Bing Crosby, Fred Mac-
Murray. First release- Wel!mgton.
November 253

- HE other day I had a visit
from a Dunedin reader, a

has ever made.

As it happens, | made a
rather interesting experiment
- with “Sing, You Sinners.)”” |
took with me to the preview,
- under protest, a person who
ordinarily holds the opinion
that all crooners, and Bing .in

[“Troplc Ho!xday.”‘ Paramount.
Directed by Theodore Reed. Star-
ring BParothy Lamour, Ray Mil-
land. Just released.]

OROTHY LAMOUR, hav-
ing escaped from the
erocodiles in ‘‘Her Jungle

door settings, of course, but the
pa,t_tern of the story is formal and
circumscribed, and dxalogue far
outweighs action,

Miserable Time
NOBODY ean portray the average

[“The First 100 Years.” M.G.M.
Directed by Richard Thorpe., Star«
ring Robert Montgomery, Virginia
Bruce. First release: Welilngton,
November 25.] ) C

N .grra’ufvmf7 the ecurrent

N particular, are one of the e Y American  girl—quick-witted, taste for ha endings

a B’fg dCIOSth f‘”é ‘i: té:: ‘Jowest forms of animal life. L.?Ve —a matter for rejoicing weipoised, self-posa:e('lssed—better involving the s%%k M- G-%II

eepes ye, Wno '1o0 Yet that person thoroughly OF regret aceordmg to the than Ginger Rogers. Here, as in ke Vi Br the
sternly to task for having said  enjoyed the show. extent of one’s appreciation of “Vivacious Lady,” she brings 3% irginia  Bruce,

that ‘‘Double or Nothing’’ and - Miss Lamour’s comely contours— Warmth and a delightful sense of heroine of ‘‘The First 100

¢Dy. Rhythm’’ represented
Bing at his best. His complaint
was that Bing didn’t do nearly
enough - straight = crooning in
those plctures. :

Im’ afrald that fan and I lel
never agree—«but his real guevance
is with Crosby himself, = who
steadily pursuing a policy of . be-
coming more of an aetor and less
of a crooner. The success of that

No Girl For Bing

AND why not? It is a most in-

gratiating piece of entertain-
.ment, with Bing very neatly hand-
ling a real character role as the
bad boy of an American family,
who ¢an never resist the tempta-
tion to “swap” everything in sight

¢ need not detain us,

is now to be seen for a change in
Spanish dress. But not for a whole
picture. That was not to be
expected or, should I say, desired.

8o into “Tropic Holiday” they have

obligingly : introduced. a sequence
of 2 semwinudist Mexican bathing

party- which erables Miss: Lamour -

to don the familiar sarong.
The " story of “Tropic Holiday™

again the orphan child of the pro-

bothered about. = But there

being once

duction whom .nobody apparently -

DAD AND DAVE
Came To Town
All Right !
THERE‘.’S a happy " sthite
these days on the face of

Alec Regan, manager of the .
“Majestic Theatre, Wellington.

Years,”” so ignorant of tha
facts of life that the news of
her approaching motherhood
is' the common property of
most characters in the story
before she even suspects lt her-
self!

And yet I77ss Bruce is no . fnno.

‘cent miss but a married woman-of-

the-world, so emancipated in her

views on sex eguality that she not
.only works ior a living and earns

policy is strlkmgly demonstrated plenty of romantic Mexican moon- {| The Cinesound film “Dad and ] far —more than her husband
¢ light, tuneful - Mexican~ music at {i Dave Come to’ Town™ had its (Robert Montgomery), but she .

colourful Mexican fiestas, and a premiere  there last week, also refuses to give up her career

* zenerous helping of Bob Burns and || coupled with the personal {{ and make Tlome for him when

¢ the ample Martha Raye. There's {| appearance of Bert (‘lpadn) he lands a lucrative job which

So morvehous[y smooth and
mellow, there's no other Gin

quite like it. Made as only
the purest and best Gin o
can be made, it's a
product of John de
Kuyper & . Son,
makers of fine
Gin since 1695. -

+ self, and winning a big race.
-horse, by the way, is one of Crosby’s
own;

also ‘an amusing little Mexican

¢ boy called Bobbie Noya, whose role
¥ consists of playing gooseberry to
& hero and heroine,

and a per-

Bailey, and the business regis-
tered is bigger than for most
of the biggest pictures.
- tocks like bemg a three

makes him financially independent.

So they decide to part—though
in ordinary life probably all that
would have been needed t» solve

. suasive Mexican temor, by -name [| Weeks’ season in Wellington's the whole problem vas for hug-
Tito Guizar. largest pxcture theatre. band and wife to have five min-
: This is probably the best utes’ frank discussion. . But if
Local Colour business ever done by an |} they'd dome that there wouldn’
) - : Australian film in New Zea- have been any story at all,
[N “Tropic Holiday,” Martha . ‘land, including even the crigi-

ELLEN DREW
. “Young and eoger.”

and furibusly gamble the proceeds

o relief map of Taranaki standing
on end; but she’s a bit less boister-
ous than usus!, and her bullfight
sequenece definitely has its
moments—several of them.

By woning Miss Lamour by

' moonlight to the sound of Mexican

guitars, Ray Milland (a Hollywood
script-writer seeking local colour)

Raye looks more than ever like .

nal “On Our Select;on.”

Civilised People

intimaey to -her romantic moments,
as the overworked stenographer
who leaves a nagging family and a
bumptions fiance for a fortnight’s
fr;aedom ameong the mountains and
akes, .

IMPROBABILITIES such as these

¢loud but by no means extinguish
thte light entertainment of ‘““tpe
Firgt Hundred Years.” The picture
hags a surface sparkle which makes
up a lot for the lack of depth, and
the witty dialogue is well spoken.

Also, there is to be noted a wel-

%Z’;g;lngg a&&gigsg:’ Iﬁi;g %ast#: maintains his cinematic ‘reputation However, her reaction to . me departure from the prevail-
H mo1 i3 8 a young man with a preference that great American institu- ol :

story. That isg left to his stalwart P £ frls, but adds lattle to  tion, the summer vacati ing craziness of screen comedy.

big brother, an honest, hard-work. -of DAalive SN 4 r vacatioR  yhen husband and wife have their

ing fellow (Fred MacMurray), who
intends to marry Eilen Drew just
as soon as the ne’er-Qo-well will find
a steady job and cease being g drain

on the family finances.

Finally, Bing makes good by
buying a raecehorse, training it him-
(The

the race-track on which he
performs in a first-clags finish ig

Crosby’s own property at Del Mar.)

Family Feeling

THE musical side of “Sing, You

Sinners” is logically introduced
by a twist in the sgtory, which makes
Mother . Beebe (Hlizabeth Patiex-
son) determined that, having spent
her money giving the boys a musi-
eal edueation, they shall sing for
their supper. Bing warbles willing-
ly, but Brother Fred resents having
to make ends meet as a pubhe en-
tertainer. :

- Lamour,

his reputation as an actor. " Yet
he's a likable fellow. and Miss
whether in sarong or
gkirts, is undoubtedly to be pre-
ferred to Binnie Barnes, the
jealous film star from Hollywood,
who turns up in Mexico to spoil
the tropic Tholiday when she
becomes suspicjous that her boy-
friend is layine the local colour on
a ftrifle too thickly. )

Best Laugh: Bob Burns walking
into the sea for a fake suicide aet
and being hauled out by a fishing-
boat. He describes it by saying he -
started in “A Star Is Born” and
finished up in “Captains Courage-

Mmus Her
ina Shoes

[“Havmq Wonderful Tlme." RKO .

camyp, makes the title “Having
Wonderful Time” distinctly
ironical. = The hearty, back-
slapping communal atmosphere
suits her about as much as |
imagine it would suit me.

The heroine is having a miser-
able time until she meets Douvglas
Fairbanks, Jua a penniless law
student earning his vacation by
working as a waiter at the camp—
and even then. there are plenty of
obstacles in the path of young
love, including the problem of
marrlage without money.

Game For Two

A SIM_PLE but appealing enter-

tainment, “Having Wondeirful
Time”. . reaches . its peak  in that
dehcwus . incident where

who has marked her down. ag his
‘victim, by  insisting " on playing

the
“heéroine tames the camp .Don Juan,

big busi-up, they don’t bite bits out

‘of the furniture or go paddling

vound barefooted in the rain.
Apart from thelr refusal fo talk
thmgs over sensibly and the hero-
ine's lack of obstetrical knowledge,
they behave more or less Iike
polite, civilised human beings.

Should Wives Work?

THE acung of Robert -Monrtgom-

ery, Virginia Bruce, Warren
William, Allen Dinehart and Bin-
nie Barnes helps immeasurably to
make muclh amusing ado about -
nothing. It is quite a pleasant
change also to find Robert. Mont-
gomery appearing as a .nice young
mwan whe wants to put his feet up

»

F

on .8 own mantelpiece, instcad of -~

in his familiar role of the caddish,
though charming, home-wrecker
who only gettles down to domes-
ticity under protest in the last

Thoush tii trlfl : gta?o' Dléected b]F;{ Alfred gant»’eil. backgamnion 'in ‘his cabin until he reel,

still a trifle noisy on arring Ginger " Regers, Douglas ¢3]]3 nsleep from sheer exhaustion!. I still can’t quite under a

occasions, MacMurray is quieter and ~Fairbanks, jum. Just released-}. 4 ‘fow more scenes of that quality, what it is. MLG.%VL Se: in sﬁ;;s v
much more likable than usual. o AVING Wonderful 2nd this would have been easily Bruce to make them give her so

His romantic relationship with’

BEllen Drew is very pleasantly
handled. She is a charming new-
comer, young and eager.

There’s also a very clever small

the rip-roaring fight in'the finale.
- You may remember “Sing, You

i | Sinners” for these moments or for

4| its music; but T think’ you are
probably most likely to remember:
"with troubled young love at omne

it for the real feeling of family life
that permeates - s0 mnch of the
footage. -

Time”’ should I feel,
have been a much

'more notable meture than it

knows of the film's eminent origin

that there is 2 sense of disappoint-.

ment, Otherwise it would be (and
in’ fact; actually is) a4 modest but.
agreeable light romance dealing

of thoge holiday camps s popular
in Amertea.

one of the best romantie comethes
of. the year.

See it you like Ginger Rogers in
comedy-drama, without her dane-
shoes.

has been appointed South Island
representative for Amalgamated
Theatres, Lid, and will take up
‘his new. position at the State The-
atre, Christohurch.” This -theatre,
completely reconditioned, if not: re-
built, is ‘expécted to open its doors
for busmess about November 30.

many choice toles; but I'm ready
to admit she’s attractive and com-
petent enough as the self-willed
ambitious wife, in spitc of her be-

ing But don’t expect too ing so obviously in thé wrong over
boy, Donatd OConnor, who s the 15 It s the film version of the ing 0 ing

Y-ou - can’t tbiyz"d of the Beebe brothers, and Play by Arthur Kober which m‘uch.v ' : Egsss marr1age~versus—a—ca,reer pusi:
mistake . -t h'e| who figures- prominently in the.WoD 2 prize as the best American . . '

* distinctive Btue| comical and mmusical interludes. comedy of 1937 and packed the  ‘That last opinion, yowll under-
and  Sitver - Label] - Three scenes - stand = out—the theatres for record runs when pro- ' stand, is the dominant male in w- -

' thrilling finish of the race, the duced by Marc (“Green Pastures”) Personal speaking, The producers obvigusly

comical- scquénce in - which Bing Connolly. RKO paid a large sum = S weren’t prepared to. commic them-

“swaps” race tickets -with Tom for the screen rights. {BORGE BROWN, formerly -of Selves to a definite answer on the

.Dugan and wins.every time, 'and  Still, it's largely because ome ~ Universal Films, Wellington, burning question of “shéuld wives

work?” So tney wriggled out of it
by presenting the heroine with an
unexpected baby.

But unless the stork was pre-
pared to be more or less consigntly
on the scene at the- Montgomery-—
Bruee menage, 'm afraid the prob-

1 was likely to crop up again.

—



