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He Frightened Americans
Out Of Their Wits
 23-Year-Old Orson Welles Is The
“Golden Boy” Ot The American Theatre

® At Princeton, New Jersey, ¢
man  screamed impatiently,
“The world’s coming to an
end, and I have a lot o
do....”

At 8t. Louis three inchbriates
promptly fell on their knees
and prayed for 20 minutes.
Thousands of people raw into
city parks screaming with
terror, wet handkerchiefs and
towels wrapped round their

foces to counter Martien
gas. .. .

® Nower in the history of the
U.8., said observers, had such
@ wave of panic swept ths
continent. . . .

© And all because a bright

yaung man by the neme of
Orson Welles added a few foo
many realistic touches to @
radio production of H. 6.
Wells’s  scientific feniasy
“The War of the Worlds.”

To Orson Welles, rising
young American aclor-pro-
ducer, must go whalever

credit there is for that most
amazing panic. |

HO is Orson Welles?

The other weck was
probably the fivst time

New Zealanders had heard of

him, hut in the U.S. and to a
certain extent in England he is
alveady, at the age of 23, a
well-known  figure in . the
Amserican theatre.

In the 25 years prior to 1937 only
four art, experimental or repertory
theatres bad survived adolescence
ineNew York—the Theatre Guild.
the Provincetown Playhouse, the
Civic Repertory Theatre (leading
light, ¥va Le Gallienne) and the
Group Theatre (leading light,
Clifford Odets).

But, in 1937, a new tepertory
company, styling itself the Mer-
cury Theatre, became famoug over-
night through a spectacular pro-
duction of “Julius Caesar.” Shake-
speare’s fiveact drama was trans-
formed into a fast-moving, one-act
melodrama, wa performed on a
bare stage in modern dress, given a
modern meaning, and was a tre-
mendous suceess.

Moving spirit in the production
was 22-year-old Orson Welles, who
directed the play, a- d played Brutus
in a blue serge suit.

Next plays the Mercury Theatre
produced were ‘“The Cradle Will
Rogk,” a bare-stage strike play, and
Dekker’s bawdy “Shoemaker’s Holi-
day.”

Then negotiations were com-
menced with Shaw for his
“Hearthreak Mouse” (Shaw’s .
first cable inquired tersely
“Who are you?” and, finally
cabling permission, he an-
nounced vaguely that *terms
would not be too unrsason-

able”), “Heartbreak House”
also dig well, and put the final

seal of success, artistic and
financial, on the Mercury
Theatre.

George Orson Welles is the son
of Richard Head “¥-lies, a concert
pianist and inventor, whose chief
contribution to sciemce was a
mechanical dish-washer and a col-
lapsible picnic set, which the U.S.
Government Lrught in large quanti-
ties for the American expeditionary
force, and which, aceording to
Orgon, “countributed greatly fo the
horror of the war.”

At the age of 12, Orson siaged
his first production of “Julius
Cagsar” at a boys’ school, and at
16 he set out on a paintivg four of
Ireland, ending up ¥y aecting in
Dublin at the Gate, the Peacock
and the famous Abbhey Theatre.

With Corneli

ACK in Ameriea he was taken
on tour by Katharine Cor-
nell, who placed him in such
roles as  Mereutio in  ““Romeo
and Juliet’’ and Marchbanks in
“(landida.”” Socon after this he
linked up with John Houseman,
another young produccr.

Houseman and Welles took over
a negro uunit of actors, and pro-
duced “Macbeth” as a jungle melo-
drama, with great success. Then
‘Welles and Houseman launched the
Mercury Theatre.

Meanwhile, Orson Welleg had got
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a start in radio,
which still brings
him more money
than the theatirs,
neifing him over
1600 dollars  a
wesk on an aver-
age,

Off-stage, Welles,
who blas =a big,
booming voice and
a hoyish giggle,
plays lead with
just as much verve
ag he plays lead on
gtage.

His rise to
fartune has
enabled him to :
indulge in -little luxuries for
which he is becoming famous,
including a tremendous Lin-
coln town car and chauffeur.
Me lives 20 miles out of New
York in a select little district
where he has. for neighbours
Katharine Cornell and Dorothy
Thompson {Mps. Sinclair
Lewis).

Welles, who is ‘hick-set, with a
round moon face, is troubled with
asthma and fat feet.

At the Mercury, Houseman looks
after the Dbusiness end, while
Welles attends to stagecraf{ aund
cutting and rewriting. In the lat-
ter depariment he is pretty drastic,
and has even been known to help
out “Juliug Caesar” with lines from
“Coriolanus.”

A Merecury actor, asked when
rehearsals on one of the season’s
classics would be commenced,

*

Orson Welles. .

answered: “When Orson

uag Gme
jshed writing it.”
Futyre Plans
THIS ecoming season ‘Weiled

plans several ambiticas pye-
duetions, including “Pive
Kings,”” a double-header omni-
bus, telescoping five of Shake-
gpeare’s chromicle plays. e
also hopes to do a real mystery
play, a real faree, a British

pantomime; a fast revue and 2

Mozart opera.

After that, the sky seems the
1imit. His latest escapade, the
radio adaptation of Wells’s “War
of the Worlds,” which so panicked
the TUnited States, will probably
serve only to increase his reputa-
tion.

LIQUID CEMENT

All  homes suffer from breakages,
many of the articles hold great senti-
mental value. By having a botile pf
Wilson’s STICK-IT handy you can
repair the breken article to its
original state. STICK-IT will suc-
cessfully repair broken glass, china,
etc,, and will effectively cement wood,
iran, leather, glass,
paper, etc. Easy to
apply, you will find a
use for STICK.IT in
Order No, A.T, your home.

Wilson’s TOOTHACHE
CURE ...

Ugh! Why put up with pain and
sleepless nights from that bad tooth?
A hottie of Wilsgn’s Toothache Gure

/ will end al} that. Just

a few drops an 2 piece
Order No. A2,

of ostton wool and

applied to the offend-

ing tooth and *All's
Well.”

YOU RISK NO MONEY !
Our Guarantee Protects You.
¥You can buy by maill with every con-
fidence of a fair deal. Our job is to

serve you.

', New, Self-Polishing

Order
No. A6

You Need .

KWICK-KLEAN STOVE POLISH

ifﬁ

PROTEST
YOUR

SILK
HOSE

Wilson’s “Siik
Life” for silk hose
gives twice the life to
your  silk stockings.
t.adders become less fre-

Every mother and

guent and the stock.
ing loses none of its
. l / 6 fustre ar gquality. Can
daughter will welcome
Order No. A.d.this with open arms.
WILSON’S MAGIC

be used for Silk, Ray-
“SE-KLEAR"

on, Artificiat Hose.
POLISHING PAD

The most wonderful invention of the

the age. Applied to windows, rain,

dust and steam wili have no effect on

them. They simply remain clear and

clean. Alse used for Keeping motor-
storms, etc.

par windshieids, head-
2/-
. will last a year.

jamps, etc., clear and
.—order No. AS.

bright during rain
pa

Being wused by hundreds of house-
wives already, you should use it too.
Simplé to use and clean to work with.
All you require is a damp wobllen
cloth, Gives a lasting, brilliant shine,
Send for your big economical packet
today.

" copper, etc., it cannot be heaten.

o

No Home should be without
WILSON’S .

Miracle Cleaner

spots from every variety of wearing
apparel such as coats, pants, vests,

ete.” A cloth wet with it will clean
all grease from door Kknabs, window
sills, etc. For .cleaning sitver, brass,

it

is certain death fo bed-bugs and the

like, Every house-

2 wife will find 100 uses

; for this marvel pro.

duct. Send for yours
Order No. A.7. today.

WILSON’'S SPRAIM AND BRUISE

LINIMENT

Sprains and bruises apart from being
painful are most annoying., Wilson's

tiniment will give the relief desired,

. is_easy fo apply and
will” relieve the most
severe bruise or
sprain. Keep a bottle

Order No. A.5. handy. .

Special @ffer!?

The totat price of the goods adver-
tised is 18/3, To anyone wishing to
purchase one of #ach of the articles
they wilt be  supplied at the Special
Household rate of 14/3 saving you 4/-.

WILSON MANUFACTURING

COMPANY

P.0. BOX 864

ELRE

e

LEER

WE GUARANTEE . . . WITH CONFIDENCE

_That shauld you be dissatisfied with any of the goods
advertised when you receive them, we will return your
money in full, This guarantee sovers all goods.

WILSON MANUFACTURING CO.

BUNXEDIN, C.1.

FREE!
[ ]
A  packet of British
made Serviettes, Pretty -
colourings. - Smart de-
signs., - You will find
them_ useful—when en-
tertaining. 36 Serviettes
in a packet. Given
away free to the first
100 " orders  of 8/. or
over in value, These
would cost you 1/6 ta
buy.

ONLY 100 SETS TO
BE GI\F{EN AWAY

SWEET | ==
‘BREATH...

Taken every morning it
makes the breath sweet
and clean. The stomach
is purified and cleansed,
aiving a “new life” feel.
ing to help you along
with that hard day’s
work.

. A9,
2/- Order No

TO

NAME

Gives added sparkle to the hair and new life
to dead roots.
and the hair wili have a lustre and growth of

unusuai brightness and depth. i
and men, ysung ladies and men .

Order No; A.8. always used.

WILSON MANUFACTURING Co.
50X 864, DUNEDIN

ADDRESS

Drder Nos.

/" WILSON'S
TONIC

Should bhe used once a week
Elderly ladies
will find the use of the hair

Wlionic beneficial if used accord.
ing to direction. ©Once used

COUPON

Amount
Enclosed £

All Goods
Aost Fe

=Ny



