Friday, August 19, 1938

f“lhe Perfeci Speci
men,” Warner Bros.
Directed by Michael Curs
tiz,  Starring  Hrrol
. Flynn and Joan Blondell,
.with Hugh Herbert, Hd-
“ward  Hverett Horton,
. Dick  ¥orpn, Beverley
Roberts, May Reobson and
Allen Jenking, To be
relessed in -Wellington

August 19,1

P

N “The Perfect Specimen,”
Errol Flynn puts aside his
cloak and sword and steps into
 his first modern comedy., Well
fitted physically for his role of a
godlike young man, Flynn acts
with enthusiasm and easy charm
rather than finesse; and it takes
Joan Blondell to make this a most

enjoyable (though mnot quite per-
fect) speclmen of light entertainment. -

1f I am not prepared to agsert that
Jrishmen Flyun is one of your really
great actors, I certainly am prepared, to
stand by what I gaid a few weeks ago

about Joan Blondell belug very nmearly
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the neatest comedienne of them all.
She’s the expracordinarily fascinating

little serpent who invades the twentl

eth-century Garden of Hden in which

Gerald Beresford Wicks is being reared:

by digtatorinl Grandma Wicks as &
paragon of all the virtues, fitted in
every . respect—from  higher
maties to cookery—ito tdke control one
day soon of the 10,000 employees who
have built up the Wicks fortune of
30 million doliars.

The Fall of Gerald

BU’I} Grandma has omitted the
. knowledige of how . to enjoy
life from the - curriculum, and

when, with spring in the air and.
an wunholy gleam

of mischief in
her banjo eyes, Mona Carter (Joan
Blondell) comes ¢rashing into the Gar-
den, poor Adam is ripe for the fall. In
a:very few minutes she has convineed
Gérald Beresford Wicks that being a
perfect specimen has its drawbacks:

Madcap Comedy
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“The Pé;@fwf Specimen”
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Connoissenrs of

next morning he is to be observed slip-
pibg out of the Garden in a hired ear,.
determined to take the serpent’s ad-
vice and é¢mulate Don Quixote by
“tilting at a few windmills”

The gerpent joins him in his escape-
from perfection, having firgt warned

~him, However, that she really hag two -

sides to her character. - One is repres
sented by “Mona,” a coniparatively nor-
mal and well-behaved girl; te her other -
=elf she gives the nmame “Tilly,” who
iz by no méang g perfect specinien of
womankind, - Frankly, rather a dan- -~

“gerous litle hussy. -

- The hero is quite agreeable :that
“Pilly”? and not “Mona’ should be up-
permost during his two days off ithe
chain: . and, intoxicated by his bew-
found ILiberty, he soon sets a pace for
indiseretion which leaves even “Tilly”
breathless, That boxing is one of his
myriad accomplishments is proved
when he flattens out a bruiser (Alen
Jenking), and then successfully des
putises for him in a bout at a. trucks
trivery’ plenic, (Contd. next page.) :



