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Luise Plutt will  play
with dynawmile . a5 a
revolutionary “Personal
History.”

ILM producers have more to worry about these
days than merely making pictures to please
their own immediate public.
very careful to make pictures which will not

anunoy the heads of foreign States.
the whole world a Dbattle-ground for rival idealogies,
with nationalism rampant in so many countries, it is
perhaps small wonder that, ini recent years, film pro-
duction has been almost completely confined to innocu-
ous, superficial themes. Anything even faintly con-
troversial has been suspect. :
But now there are signs of a change.

Perhaps the most important picture of the moment is
Waltfar Wanger's “Blockade.” This melodrama, with a
:Spamsh Civil War setting, may prove epoch-making because
it cox.ztains, in the wmidst of its familiar adveniure story
of spieg and dirty work, a somewhat diffuse but none the
Jess obvious impeachment of the bombing and starvation

~of non-combatants in modern warfare.

‘fBIockade,”} says the authoritative American paper
“Variety,” is the key to the opening up of a vast source
of screen material that hitherto has been kept locked up
because the film indusiry
has regarded it as explo-
sive. But if Walter Wan-
ger can get away with.
“Blockade” other producers
z,\'ill robably follow suit.

) ~“Upon the success of

this picture financially
revelve the plans of
several of the major
studies, heretofore hesi-
tant about = tackling
stories  which  treat
© with subjects of inter-
national, economic and
politieal  controversy,”
remarks “Variety.”

That is why “Blockade”
is important-—not because
of any very exceptional
merit iy itself (though it is
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SUPPORTED by Labour' and anti-Fascist organisa-
tions, the film has already broken records in Lon-
don. . .

HOULD Walter Wanger succeed in ruaning the
blockade on “inflammatory” films, M.-G.-M. may
be the next to try. This studio is all ready to launch
production on “Idiot’s Delight,” a film version of the
Robert E. Sherwood play in which Alfred Lunt and
Lynn Fontanne have appeared in New York and Lon-
don. Undisguised anti-war propaganda, “Idiot’s Delight”
is scheduled to star Norma Shearer and Clark Gable, with
Clarence Brown direeting. B
If “Blockade” can suecessfully clear the obstacles of
jnternational distribution and be a paving proposition, then,
it is reasoned, “Idiot’s Delight” will also stand a good
chance of making money. .

Make Him Think Twice

APPARENTLY Walter Wanger is satisfied that his key-
picture will ntot get jammed in the 10¢k, . because already
he is under way with a pro-

duction that should be even
more controversial than
“Blockade” 'This is “Per-
sonal History,” . based on
Vincent Sheeaw’s record of
his  experfences as a.
foreign correspondent. "The
“British Film Weekly” says

thal - the. 'otigindl @ book

touches on enough .internae

tional problems to make

even -such 5 freewilled

producer as wanger think

twice, It will be mneces

gary . to recast Vincept

~ Sheean’s biographical wr}t--
ing so as to introduce a fic-
tional story againgt’ the

vivid backgrounds of Huro-

pean . and Oriental aggres-

sive diplomacy. of which

Sheean wrote frankly and

vehemently. .

Madeleine Carroil, star

a good . picture}, but be-

cause ITollywood regaxds it
@8 4 cue on provoeative
" themes, . :

H o@lywooc%’-s idea of war”-tom-Chiﬁa_ an “The General
-+ Died ab Dawn” gaused complications,

of “Blockade,” was to have
continued her screen carecy
{Continved on page 460.).



