
documented with innumerable little
touches revealing a shrewd and honest
observation. Good or bad, it deals with
life; it is aimed. at the adult intelli-
gence instead of the mental age of 13 —

which is the avowed target of the Bri-
tish and American producer. Above
all, it has style. © Only an imbecile
could confuse the work of. Rene Clair,
Sacha Guitry and Julien Duvivier, ...
Three out of the four new films I have
‘seen this week are French. They are
all expertly made, all brilliantly direct-
ed and acted, all scrupulously borest."
One might detect in such enthusiasm
as this the odour of literary "high-
browism"’ and snobbish reverence for
anything "foreign," were it not for thefact that most French films make band-
‘some profits. Purely highbrow pictures
don’t do that.

{[t is significant that Hollywood nolonger adopts a patronising atti-
tude toward France’s film industry.
Hollywood, indeed, is almost on its
knees begging for the services of some
of the greatest French directors. Yet
it is not likely that they will be seri-
ously tempted. For the French studios
consistently do something that Hol's-
wood seldom does-they give their dir-
ectors practically a free hand. With
nothing much to lose, French directors
are continually experimenting Already
they have evolved a technique of pra-
duction that is as typically French as
that opening shot of the Hiffel Tower
whieh Hollywood sticks into every film
with qa Parisian locale.
French technique, however, is not
static. Sacha Guitry, says a writer,
has achieved the most remarknble
series of innovations in technique; and
in almost any production you will no |

tice some ingenious twist that compels
‘admiration. For instanee;there-is -a~
film, "La Belle Equipe," which In it-_self is not much more than'a pleasant
little comedy in the manner of "The
Good Companions."’. But Julien. Duviy-
ier’s direction makes: it seem ~ some~thing greater. Particularly impressive
is a new device fo’ showing au exit,
The story has reached a puvint where
only two survive >of the five unemployed
men who set out to build g restaurant
with the proceeds of a winning lottery
ticket; and these two are quarfrelling
over a scheming woman. Aft last they
face her together . One fs in danger of
succumbing to he: charms, but sudden-
ly a certain determination shows. itself
on his face, Now comes the device. The
woman remains out of sight of the
camera, and her departure is indicated
only by the men's eyes following her
invisible form across the room There
is the sound of 4 door slamming, and
the audience is left with the vivid Im-
pression of the victory of male com-
radeship over feminine wiles. .

[z {s difficult to particularise aboutfilms one has not seen. As it hap
pens I can remember having seen only
one French production-""Le -Million,"
a Rene Clair musical-comedy which

—

the Christchurch Film Society brought
out several years ago, But [ still re
member that as one of the most genu-
inely amusing films I have ever encoun-
tered. ob
Still, "Le Million" is an old tlm.iere are just a few titles of com-
paratively new ones which, according
to overseas reports, will be well worth
noting should a kindly Providence
eyer put you in the way of seeing them:
"Un Carnet de Bal" (adunce pro-
gramme) ; "Pepe Le Moko" (Hollywood
is making a version of this French Raf-
files story and’ calling it "Ajgiers"),
"Gribouille’ (a story of middle-«lass
simplicity and kindliness rather simi-
lar in atmosphere to the films of Will
Rogers); "Mayerling’ (starring Dani-
elle Darrieux and Charles Boyer) ; "La
Grande Illusion" (Jean Renoir’s prize
film about a prison camp in war-time
Germany). ;

But why go ont Most of us aren’t
ever likely to have the chanve to see
these French films. Our population,
the theatre people would say, is.far too
small to make it anything but a losing
proposition to imnort them to this coun. .
try. I suppose thev’re quite right. "Buc
it’s a darned shame!eel
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PUBLIC TRUSTOFFICE

~~
Statement ForJune
PStares of a value of £537,681 werereported and accepted for admini-
stration: by the Public Trustee .durin
the month of June, 1938. The _ tota
yalue. of. the estates and funds
administration by the Public Trustee on
Mareh 31, 1938, was £60,815.306, and the
new business for. the three months ended
June 30, was £1,891,469.
Grants of administration ‘made by the
court in favour of the Public Trustee
numbered 148 for the month. eo
During the month 382 new. wills ap-
pointing the Public ‘Trugtee executor
were prepared on behalf of testators and
lodged ,for safe custody, and. 326-existingwills were revised to provide for ‘cliinges
desired, by. testators. The total number
of wills’ now held in the Public TrustOffice ‘on ‘béhalf of living persons is
91,118.
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NOSLEEP BY NIGHT
Woman With Severe
Neuritis

NowFreeFromPain
For the_ benefit'otothers who Inay he
troubled with thecorplaint she sufferedfrozi,a gratefnlW(In#nwritesX
'LastMay [ hada Fery Yeteteettack
sf neuritis in the: leg,which madle I$ im-
sossible for me ro rel during the- 'a,
TI to sleep at nights-to say nothingQf
be' intense Daiu.4Varibus medlicin.Y 'Kave Ile very Mtle
"elief; 'and { friend 'atlvised me to give
Kruachena (rial,"5shehadderivedheneeit from i} whilst suffering vimilnrlv 2
um Sc) thankfal (hat 1 tok her advicea
From (he vert first hotkle [ feli reliered,
and now [ ainquite free from fDain, and
geta gorxd nighr'& Tert_ YouMa; make
whatuse vQii wishof his tentimony 98 [Fel S0srataful" for rhe benefit 1 have de"ived Mrx. A.C.
MiostOf the mystery pains that peoplesuffer from 'an he fracked down to one
ront FabiNe~onstination Rememher chat
~egularity is not enogh TheremST bc
romnleteelimination of Fhe wastewro-Iucta of digestion Nor drastic_ hut
'omniete
Nenritic, ike rhemafiSm ,

"Ingbaroz'na] Acja tica , is cau1sed hy deposits
"cedla-ninted_ Alinfhard, uric Acid "Ta
sals, which nierre he ncrpe and cauise
hoxo stabhing nains_ Rrnsehen nreaks
ID thasedenositsnf torfuringcrvsfalsand
'anrerts ;hem 'nto ? harmlass sointion,
which is nromnfly remorai +hrongh she"0 "}pn ohannel the kidneys
And hecanae Krnsehon kcpus the inside4 rerwlar So comnlacly {ree from
ormenting waste mafter no aa1eh txrlz
misona asnric acid_ avpt ges she chance
'0 accnmnlate again.
Kruachen Salts ie ohtainable a1 al?
'hemists and Storea 8f 2/3 per hottlesE
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