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FrenchInvasion
~ FILMS INTO ENGLAND
(Continued from page 15.)

aesthetic persons who will regret this
last achievement; and yet without it
the others would hardly count. Be-
.€ause French pictures pay, capita] for
expansion is flowing in a steadily in-
creasing stream into-the industry.
The French themselves are wi'dly
proud of the reputation their films are
acquiring. Every novelist, playwright
and noted journalist in France is said
to be trying to cash in on the voguefor French films,
HAT is the secret of the French

vs success? The answer, says a noted
English critic, igs really quite simple.
The French are sensible enough to real-
ise that in its own line Hollywood is,
and likely to remain, supreme. It is
useless to construct a rival star sys-
tem or to compete with million-dollar
productions for the amorphous Hnglish-
speaking public. So they concentrate
on the home market ang on originality.
And because they succeed in producing
original and distinctive entertainments,
there is an increasing outside market.
as well.
, The maximum expenditure on a
French production is £30,000, and.
the minimum as low as £5000.
Those figures leave no room for
serious loss, while the receipts of
@ suceess can reach the handsome
figure of £100,000.
.The French, in fact, have learned
what Hollywood apparently will notlearn-that a vast e¢xpenditure of
money alone cannot make a good pic-
ture. Do you doubt the truth of that
statement? From kindness of heart I
shall name no names, but there has
been released in New Zealand this week
an American picture which cost more
than 2,000,000 dollars, and which is,
to my mind, a classic example of Holly-
wood’s squandermania,

WITH a clarity of thought that istruly Gallic, the Parisian produc-
ers have gone straight -to the inner sec-
ret of successful film production. Real-
ising the impossibility of producing
stars to equal Garbo, Taylor or Coop-
er, the Freneh--have consistently
"starred" their directors, so that by
now the whole overseas cinema. world
knows the names.of Rene Clair, Julien
Duvivier, Jean Rensir, and Sacha
Guitry." There are French _ starring,
players, of course, like Jean Gabin,
Raimu, Michele Morgan and others-
but the directors, the men behind the
guns, are the men who count in this
new French invasion-perhaps the most |
successful since the days of William
the Conqueror.
Because the French pay so muchattention to their directors, their
films have an individuality never
encountered in American or Bri-
' tish productions, except possibly inthe case of those made by Alfred
Hitcheock.
"The more we see of the average
English and American film, the more
pleasurably we await the latest im-
portation from Paris," says another
leading English critic, "It may. net be
good, though the chances are it will be;but‘at least one can rely on its beinginformed with a definite philosophy,


