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We had everything from a Dutch count
down to a Malay soldier. We had to
rehearse in six languages--Dutch, Ger-
man, English, French, Malay andChinese !"
FTER. his NBS tour last December,
Paul Schramm went to Australiafor a tour with the ABC. On that tour,
he told me, he compused a small or-
chestral piece for the Batavian Sym-
phony Orchestra, of which he is the
eonductor. "As a gift for my return toBatavia."
He finished it in the dining-room ofan hotel on the Kalgoorlie goldfields.
When he reached Perth he showed it
to the conductor of the Perth Orenes-
tra. a

"HE found it amusing," said PaulSchramm. "It was a light piece
depicting the joys and sorrows of a
provincial orchestra. He wanted to
broadcast the piece."
But the piece needed four pereus-
sion men and the orchestra could raise
no more than three. There was only
one thing to do. Paul Schramm en-
listed in the orchestra as the mi.sing
percussion man. He played the big
drum and the triangle."
A T the rehearsals the orchestra
laughed at my efforts. My per-
spiration was very heavy because I
could never get in on the right
bars. But on the evening of the
broadeast everything was all
right and I was very proud.’
JN the past year Pauw? Schramm hasmade three tours of Australia for
the ABC, an exceptional number for
any artist. He has been asked to un-
dertake other tours for the ABC from
time to time while he is living in New
Zealand,
At the moment, he is preparing to
give a week of recitals in Wellington,
from August 15 to August 19 inclusive.
‘Three of these will be evening recitals,
two of them for one-piano works and
one for two pianos. Twc school recitals
Will be given on afternoons, one for
one-piano works and one for two.
"Thus," says Piul Schramm, "I hope
to introduce.myseif to the pubiie in thetight way."
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any degree of complacency. . The
manager of .one English . theatre
specialising in the ornate type of
variety answered all telephone in-
quiries on the day following the "open-
ing night" with a supercilious "I am
afraid there will be no seats availableuntil next month." ‘The rumour that
you couldn’t get a seat for love nor
money then ensured him packed houses
for some weeks.
It’s a great profession-on stage
they trick the audience and steal each
other’s thunder. But off stage they
are the most generous people in the
world. You try and spot their little
tricks and dodges next time you visit
o show it’s a fascinating pastime,
especially if the show is a dull one!
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