Priday, Auagost 5, 1938,

Scenes  from “Blockade ™
Above, Hewry Fonda and
Madeleine Carroll, the
stars. Left: After-
math of an alr raid.
Right: Fonda with
Leo Carillo, who pro-
vides comic relief to
the stark drama.

[“Blocliade,” Walter Wanger-—
United Arxtists. Directed by William
‘Dieterle, Starring Madeleine Carroll,
Henry Fonda. First release: ,Web
tington, August 12.}

LHE most ex01t1ng thing T
have seen on the screen for
several months is a glimpse
of a cargo of bread and a

cow being landed from a dirty old
tramp steamer,

Under normal circumstances

there  could hardly be anything.
but this par-

more dully prosaic
ticular scene acquires extraordinary
romance and excitement ag the climax
of Walter Wanger’'s Spanish Civil War
drama, “Blockade.”

For weeks the seaport town of Castel-
mare hag starved, ringed in by enemy
forces on three sides, its only outlet
heing the sea. But iz the sea there
are submarines. whose mission it is to
torpedo the food ships that try to rum

the blockade and bring new Ilife io-
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the men, rwomen and children of Castel-"
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mare. Hour after hour the wives and
mothers . wait in queues for the food
ithat is not there. . .-, With pinched
faces they gaze. out forlernly -toward
the sea from whenee cometh their hope,
. - . Bables wail piteously in their
cradles. . . , In the churches there are
prayers. , ., . But there is no talk of
submission fo the enemy.

- Relief Af Last -

ND then at last, on the horizon is

seen the ugly hulk that is the most -

beautiful sight in the .world to the
starving people of Castelmare.
crowd ‘that
sileni, hardly daring to- hope.

A periscope breaks the surface, 4

ierpedo speeds to, its target; and the -

food that was to feed hungry- babies
sinks slowly to feed the fishes.

If you have any imagination it Is nog
hard to feel the emotional tension of
these scenes. Nor ig it hard to-rejoice
when it transpires that.the torpedoed
vessel was only an empty decoy,
the real food ship steams tuumphant]v
into port.

That is why I say that the sight of
a cargo of loaves and a cow belng ub-
loaded is- the most exciting sereen ex-

. perience I haye had for months. .
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Yet the -
‘lineg the waterfront is -

and .

" Germam Italion and Spam h Rebeﬁ
agents issued wormngs thi ti ‘some~
thing drastic ‘might -résult if;

Wanger released “Blockade,”
his melodrama of the Span-~
= ish War, - “V'm. going-to-
show it the way I filmed
it replied Wangep——
the result is a film that
makes: :so:ﬁé/\caﬁln H
pwmlses, -but.din thei
- nainisa. gr«pbiasereem'
- -attack on the bombmg

TO be'. quxte frank T wem k
“Blockada” expectmg T
appointed—and” was -, | very agreeablv’
surprised. Tof ‘overseas’ new,s-papers
had told us abouf - the Lnternatmnax
ruffle cansed by & -Hollywood produces
daring to make ‘a filmd which might be
construed as criticising -the Faseist
eonduct of the Spanish War " Immed”
diately “Blockade" -was. -completedy
Walter Wanger began receiving the
unweleome attentlon ' of foreign eths
hassies. XHe was warned thaf Genéral:
Franco was in-a position: te secure the.
help of Musgsolini and Hitler in- makhw
things hot for his pictures, = .
Defiantly Wanger replied.:. “I'm
ing to release thig Spambh picture ag
it is, and if ‘it’s banned'in Europe z’u
have to take my loss.".v R e

Compromise .

HETHER he stuck firm to that re.

solution I don’t know, There is
no doubt that the ‘war in “Blockade”
is the Spanish war, hut the town of
Castlemare you will not find.-on uny
map. Nor could .you econseiehtiously.
say that the nniforms and palutey of
the soldier eharacters are recognisable
as those of either party in the struggle.
To this extent there  ig compromise.
Yet although Castelmare is mentioned

"’Oa- )

as bheing a. Mediterranedn POEE, T e



