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ALMOST with the strides oF theGiant'sg
-seven-league boots, redio..to-day. is .
rapidly advancing. How the new techni-
que is being cultivated is evident in two
"hew national features of the NCBS, the
_ fairy-tale series "Once Upon. A Time"
and the song series "SongsofYester-year," previewed in thisarticle, .An..
unobtrusive naturalness, says the writer,
‘is replacing the stiffness and formality —

of the radio
technique
of the
past.

"GSEDEN harp that Springs‘to. life’and
plays a melody ... the sound of the joy-

#2 he falcclucking- of.a-:"hen .that has -laid ‘a.wet Sat: golden:rege. . « the. tramp-of a giant's .
sevetizleagué: boots: It came .as no shock to.me.
to: hear-these things over the air. 2
arwRadig. itself isa- fairy-tale. wie
stn the-short spaceof its fantastic.existence.

a

-radiv
itself.-has "made.giantstrides.with its seven-leagus
beots;:,,Jtjhas:made. the golden:music ‘of the harps
and .fiddles of,geniusesspring magically. out of the air
‘when, they. have ‘been playing 12,000 miles* away. And
for"a-'good ‘number "of ‘people-when you consider all its .fercialand ‘nidney-making dchievements-radid-his als’
Deeks! the’her that has laid *he golderi egg.
"That's ‘Siwy tle "Oncern hae eT eine’ | SNe ote: pe was o..@ ewU og,ASIC SeatEat42
heard*in- a "preview "at"theNEBS' last "week ‘seemed ‘pér--
fectly. natural" ovér ‘the ‘air.'
The: fairy. tales of "Jack .and
the -Beanstalk’, and "Cinder-
ella" ‘and "Snow White and..
Rose-Red"" s:and..‘others . are
perfectly matched to the mars
vel of radio. .It is oily strange that the
possibilitiés of tadio for fairy-_
tales Have ‘tiot been fully ex-ploited before. ~ It is a farbetter medium for fairy-tales
than the stage, where human
fairies are singularly lumpish
and. unconvincing. To myae SG AS Ve A DELLE
medium for fairy-tales than the films, with due respecttoWalt Disney’8 genius.
Children See.
‘THE point is that in radio there is nothing at all to comebetween the child and the illusion. The yoices and
the music and the appropriate "stage noises off" are all_that is heard, The rest is brought to life by the Imagina-tion. Anyone who. has had the slightest knowledge of the
amazing extent of the child imagination will have some
idea of what rich mental pictures these radio voices willbring ‘to diminutive listeners. Nor is it necessary to say
only diminutive: listeners. Adult listeners might begin tohear them, us I did, somewhat condescendingly, but I.
suspect they will have the same peculiar sensation thatattacked me,
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I was no longer visiting a business office of the
_NCBS; doing& to earn a living. I had escaped‘fomaWorld of hard economic facts and the wrang-
lings of nations into a pleasant world-dimly re-
membered a long time ago-where the voices of the
giant and the King of theSquirrels and Wise Old
Owl were.quite familiar and perfectly real. It wat
pleasant to escape... |

When Jack climbed the magic beanstalk it was
quite in order that he should find a broad road that
jed him to the giant’s castle. It, was no surprise to find:the Queen Of the Fairies waiting to lead him to the giant’s=den; And, onve safely inside, crouching in the corner while
the giant ate--his dinnér-and I must say he swallowed
beautifully over the radio!-it was quite a natural sequence-
of .events that the hen should cluck with pride when it,
laid its golden egy, .and that the magic harp should begin.to’playa charming.tune wheu it was asked to do-so.Naturalness! . That is the

important thing to achieve in
all art, which, after all; aimsat ‘imitating life.

_ ,This quality of naturalnéss
Was evident in the second newNCBS feature, "Songs of
Yesteryear," that I heard last.,
week, The old days. when’
every announcer said, ‘"Yousare to hear the song ‘So-and-:.So’" are fast vanishing."
Some duy in: the future; -pro--
bably, the radio stations will:
put on a feature called "An-
nouncing of. Yesteryear." Po.the listeners of that future.
day it will be an amusing *
item, just as the silent. films.
OL an earlier flime are some

times shown for amusement to-day in the theatres.: For,::
each day now, radio technique is advancing. CK

Painting a_ Story eg
[ue new technique ‘of announcing can be studied in any

. of the later NCBS national features. It is evident in
"The Country Church of "Icllywood" and the "Hymns. of...All Nations," and@ it is particularly evident in "Songs of
Yesteryear."
How is it done?
By the method, old as life itself. of painting a story.Radio paints a story for listeners in "Songs of Yesteryear" .of the old-fashioned parlour of Mother and Father Jones.
Listeners see them sitting in the cosy room before the-:
fire. The old harmonium organ stands in the corner, Visie .

tors come, theirmarried daughter (Continued on. page.41.)-

WALT DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE....Is less fair than the princess of the child's
imagination.


