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""WAY:Back :at‘the-begintting bithis ‘eativanysome "enterprisingpeople’ formed’ the "Dun-
"edin Comipetitions"Socjety,-.and|at‘the. firsttrials they held :weredisappointed. to hearthe judge of. the -elocution--section"say, ‘wedrily;after

long consideration of. a:well-knowndraper who had
béen..articulating.in"front.of him:"OLa poor.Tot.of
competitors, I place Blank first!".. That. sorrowful,but-witty, judge, -was. the late Mr.F.-H>Whitson:: Since:he*first"weighed-and found
wanting-tho talents. of" Dunedin ‘would-be entertainers, |
many, ‘judgments live bésp.'made and spoken.: But never
again. has" there’ been"anything. :SO ctitting asMt, Whitsontsfaint’‘praise, Te! i.
~TWér’ the’Dunedin, Society has grows be-*
youd recognition since. its, humble beginnings in 1902, Not.
only’ is ‘it the. oldést competitions society in New Zealand,but’it is ‘the ‘only’ one. that" can: ‘fook back upon -a.. record6f much feal and steady distinction." It is hardly fair-heretomake* comparisons between Dutedin and northern cen:
tres, but at least in the ‘South Island Christchurchsup-
ports the sole society that may challenge .Dunedin.
‘HE seed of the Dunedin group.was

~ "planted in 1901 by Mr..©. G,
headmaster of the ‘Macan-

drew. Road School, who .returned froman Australian trip full of enthusiasnyfor the educational as well. as the ‘en:
tertainirent value of competitions
whieh he had seen .i Ballarat,
.On Febrnarv. 11, 1902, Mr. Smeaton
called a_ public neeting.. outlined. the
procedure at Rallarat.-and. pointed ant
such. ecomnetitions. were not ehildish
but of great imnortanee in the develop.
ment of mneteat instinets,
The following:.nonth: the Dunedin:
Camnetitians Gneisty was formed, Pre
sident wag the Mayor, Mr. G. TL. -Pen-
niston and. the eommittée eAamprised
Messrs. J A -Park Mo Cohen, J. BP.
Kirby,-& Sotomon, J. AH Hosking, -4.
CC Aenlon FF %.Tiggins DP «MM: Pintk
lay, T. Whitson end "the Rey WeCnrean siggers Wr Smeaton’ and ’\iyr *
F 1 Graee were aonointed secretaries,
and Vr G@° C& [srael wae treasurer, ~All these were prominent -in -bitsinesg’
er their professions, and to-day the’

committee is still as
representative of.. professional

and.
. teaching- sections... "ae

thus-becanie. the parent of competitions
societies in New Zealand. Other societieswere formed
subsequently in northern. centrés, but ".in..37 yearsDunedin alone has never missed .a session. .. .

And this recalls.a rather amusing ° story.':"TheAuckland society, later:to be: disbanded, ‘at one‘stagein its caréer_Offered. a’grand piano. for thé‘winning:soloist in» the
.principal piano section. Fortwo.years.

-..in.. succéssion..2 Dunedin competitor. travelled.-north’ and
calmly took‘the piano, ‘Thereafter grand. pianos.disappearedfrom the. Auckland prize ‘ist!. :

Nevertheless, for all its« ‘the Dunedin
.

has‘ been through bad times, particularly duritig~the -Gréat’Warand the: depression. ‘The year’ 1914.was-critical.AtTangements for ‘the festival "werewell
in hand-when war broke ott. A reduction in entries: threatened financial: ‘loss;
but. the society decided: to Keep faithwith: ts competitors. The-‘gesture cost:
During the war Gnanciai awardswere not made; but although competi-.tors were given only certificates ‘they.
came forward as eagerly as:ever, ‘Pub:.lie attendances were excellent,’and thus’the society: recovered from the. ‘heavy.loss in 1914. —

atte

HE: first festival ‘was held. inBee' Matthew's schoolroom- quite .2modest affair. Next year theengaged His Maiesty’s Théatre, -and,‘apart’ from a cessation between. 1914.,and, 1918, bas taken the theatre,every..init sinee "for two and ag halfweeks.Jin Atignst and early" Sentember...
‘Masérs John Fuller. and Sons, oftenlosing. revenne from other. Som rees;-have faithfully kent the hooking anen:Latterly the society has required. not!only His Majesty’s (Contd,a) 86)o:

MR. E.S. WILSON.
...Something of a record-maker.

ANOTHER MELBA?
...Who knows but this young singer may betaking
the first step toward professional fame!


