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. Enconrages

Young Enteriatners

_some, enterpnsmg peoprle formed ‘the’ .\)un»
“edin Comipetitions. Socjetyy and . at ‘the. Frst
trials they held .were  disappointed-to hear
the judge of- the -elocution-sectionsay, ‘wedrily: after
Iong consideration of a’ well-knowir - drdper who had
been’ articulating, i fron' of himi YOf"a poor lot. of
competltors, I place Blank first 1
.- That. serrowful, bty witty, judge, was. the Iate '\Ir

T “H: Whitsom:© Sincéhefirst” weighed—and {ound
Wautmg—-—-the talents. of ‘Dunedm Would-be entertainers,
many ‘judgments hive béef: mdde nd spokeén. - Buf never
again has there been’ anythmg S0 culttml7 as, Mf' Whitsonls
~fajnt prafse, - )
- Eor ile” Dunedm Cc-mpet tlol;s Somety ba= vwwu be-”’:
yond recovmuon sinée. ifs, humble begxnnmgs in 1902, Not..

Friday, August.5, 1938.

o ANOTHER MELBA? :
e« Who Enows but this Young singer may betaking
the first step toward professional fame! - =

committee is still as representatwe of - professmnal
and . teaching- sections.. .- ..

“Dunedin thus-becarie the parent of competxtxons
societies in New Zealand. Other societies. were formed
subsequently in mnorthérn. centrés, but in..37 years
Dunedin alone has never missed 2 sessioft .- Th

e

~  And this recalls.a rather amusing - story.

Auckland society, later -to be- d1sbanded ‘at one st ‘ge
in 4ts car¢er offered a- _grand’ piano. for thé ‘wintiing
soloist in- the . prmmpal plano section. - For two. years.

only is it the. oldest Competitipnc' society in \ew ,dealand, -.in.succession. a Dunedin competitor. travelled. .aorth” and

but”it is the dnly One, that” can. “look back upopn .a.record
&6f mnch véal and steady dls'hnetmn"jlt is hardly fair-here*
to‘make comparmone betweén Dunedm and northern cep. -
tres, but at least in the South Istand Clivistehurel ™ sup~
ports the sole society that may challen"e ‘Dunedin.

HE seed of the. l‘nmedm gronp was

T planted in 1901 by Me . G,
Smeafon, headmaster of the Macao-
drew. Road Scheol, who .refrirned from
an Australian frip full of Pnfhmdaqm
for the edncational as well as the ‘en:
tertaintrent vyalue of mmpetitmm
which he had seen- .t Rallarat, _
.On Febrnare 171, 1902, Mr. Smeafon
ealled a public neeting. outlined. the
procadure pt Raitarat. and. pointed oot
stch. camnatitions. were not  ehildisk
but of great Immneoridnes in the deveiop.
ment of mnaient instinets, .

The follawina . nonth - the meﬂm
Uovnatitiane Qarinty was formed, Pre-
sident wag the Vavor, Mvr. G, L. Den-
bizton ang. the rommittee eompriged
Meogrg. J A -Park M Cohen, J.- T
Birby - & ®nlomon, J. 11 Hodkine 4.
O Foanlan ¥ . Figgine D M- Pinds
lay, T Whitéon snd  “the™ Rey Wi
Croveny diggers” MY SNmeaton” and "Wy -
B N Craecp wars annninted «ecrefarieg,
and ATr €} (% Tarael wiie freasarer,
ATl these were praminent -in -biwinesg’
or their professions, and to-day the’
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: MRE WUSON
e Somethmg -aj & Fecord-makers

ealmly took: the piano, - Thereafter grand. plano.x. disappedred
from the Auckland prize list?.- . -
Nevértheless, for all its-triumphs, . the Duuedm society

_has’been through bad times, particularly durmg«-the “Gréat

War and the. depression, - The - year 1914 was-eritieal,- Ar-
rangemenfb for ‘the festival-wete well
in hand-when war broke odt. ~A redue-
tion in entries- thredtened fitandialiloss;
but' the society decided to’ keep famk
with ts- competltors. 'I‘he ge:.ture co SE-
£300 .. - - . !

Duribg the war - ﬁnanmai ‘awa
weré not made, but altheugh compet
tors were given only certificates “the
came forward .as eagerly as-ever, -
lic atténdances were excellent, and thag
the society: recovexed from the heav.\z‘
Ioss in 1914.

TTHE first festival ‘was beld . in "St.
© . Matthew's  «choolroom-“guite . s
modest affair. Next year the. szoaletj‘
engaged His Maiesty’s Théatre; -and,
Apart” from a nessption hPtWPPn A914.
_and, 918, bax taken the. rhearre Every..
| vAdr sfnee for two and a half’ ‘weaks.
in Afigast  And early Qpn*omhnr.l
.‘Masdrs John Faller, and Sons. often -
loding . revenne from ofhm‘ |oNrees,.
have fmi’hfnl]v kent the honk]ng aneqL. «
-Latterly ¢he soefety hiac veqnired. not
only His Mdjesty’s 3
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