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nationals. That was now dying and
relations were better. Improvement
had taken place, too, in the programmes
of both services, each spurring on the
other to set ever higher standards.
At first, American transcriptions had
taken a prominent place in presenta-
tions over the air, forming indeed the
bulk of the commercial features. But
the public soon showed decided prefer-
ence for "home-made" material, and
now there was very little American
entertainment broadeast. Australian
recordings or flesh-and-blood perform-
ances were easily in the majority.
As an example of the way in which
studios were replacing ‘‘canned" enter-
tainment, Miss McLennan quoted 4BC.
Besides staff members, this station,
with the other Brisbane studios, pro-
vided constant work for some 20 play-
ers available in the city. It carried
three full-time script-writers to adaptwell-known plays or prepare original
material. Serials, thirty-minute and
fifteen-minute plays were produced in
the studio under guidance of Max Sor-
relle, who had been thoroughly taught
his trade by the Shakespearean actor,Allan Wilkie.
Another talented member of the staff
was Al Winn, a fine character actor
who had had experience all over the
world, but principally in the United
States where he founded the NegroTheatre. He had wonMiss MclLennan's
gratitude by his advice and helpful-
ness,
Another Australian radio figure
whom she admired whole-heartedly
was George Edwards, "marvel pro-
ducer." The quantity and quality of
his output and his versatility as an
actor, were amazing. He played nearly
every male voice in the features he
produced. "In one production," said
Miss McLennan, "he took no fewer
than 13 parts, and only two sounded
as if they might possibly have been
spoken by the same voice!"
N the Australian commercial service,
periodical announcing competitions
are held and new voices found from
time to time. Individuality in the
staffs is strongly encouraged and
executives are always open to sugges-tions for improvement. Monthly studio
conferences offer opportunity for genc-ral discussion.
Nor do the nationals lag hehind.Both services are zealous in the searchfor talent, and every encouragementis given to local aspirants. But-andlisten to this, all you who dream of
"crashing" Australian radio-the tal-
ent must be good to be recognised. Themen who give Australian auditions cer-
tainly know their business.
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