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Negm C é//ege “Tells oj The
Coloured Races Economic
In America

members of the Royal Society of Science. Edison
had offered him 200,000 dollars and a free hand in
research, to work in his labaratories.

In medlcme, the negro doctor Williams had per-
formed the first successful operation on the human
heart. )

James Weldon Johnston wrote exquisite poetry
in the King's English.  Paul Robeson’s singing was
knuwn round the world. In Memphis a negro, W. C.

Handy, bad been the originator of the “Blues,” wlnch swept
the world,

Three Stages
MMIIERE have been three stages in the attitude toward

the negro in the States, says the professor. The first
stage was to consider bhim-a dumd animal,

was-to pity him and give bim charitable concessions, That
did him no good, it accustomed. him to “hand-outs,” The

third stage had uow arrived, when all the negrophile_s asked
was equal advantages and equal privileges, so-that the
nezro could develop into a valuablée citizen.,

HIZ basic problem, says thie professor, is econovile,

In the souyth, the negro has held ouly positions that are
servile. Ide has been bootshiner, liftmah, servant.and cook.
Nuaturally, he has-not bLeen able to win the white man’s
respect, since he does this menial work., Individual negroes
have won respect, but that-is not enough, The negrophiles
walit more than respect for the nccasional negro as an
individual; they want respect for the negroes as g race.

They believe he can never win this until ke wins his
cconomice freedom. The negroes themselves are partly to
blame,

Close to the colle"e says the professor, 18 a litile neuwrs
srocery store, It is nice, clean, an open store, .  Across
the road is a \\-‘hite'chain-store, whiclr sells its goods at a
penny less.  The negro costomers go to. the white store
instead of to the negro. They drag down the:economic
status of the negro trader and deny lim the volume of
business that would enable him to compete with thé white
men. -

When the negro is ill ‘with a- triﬂmﬂ
“eowplaint, he goes to a negro doctor:

The second -
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lown stands a 115,000-doNar cdnsolidated school with 800
pupils and 15 teachers, Its principal is -a graduate of
Tuskegec lx;stitutg,

HIS  community, vrecently described in the *“Syrvey
Graphie,” was founded 50 years ago Dy a remarkable
negro, Isaial ‘I BMontgomery, who had - been a body-
servant to Jefferson Davis, Believing that the greatest
hope for the freed negro was 4 future on the land, Davis
and his Lrother after the war sold the Davis plantation
to their former slaves. For many years these negroes,
led Ly MMontgomery, managed the estate so successfully
that it became the third largest cotton producer in - the
south,
Then the falling price of cotton and legal troubles
with the Davis heirs, who claimed title to the land, forceu
the negroes to give it up.

New Lives

IN ‘the late 80's, the Yazoo and Mississippi Railroad, build-

ing a line from. Memphis to Vicksburg, obtained large
grants of public land from the State
of Mississippi, Much of it wasg allu-

When be has anrthing seriously wrong
with kig. he gods to a white doctor,

[t he has a4 suit for five or teu <of-
lurs. he guey to a negro lawyer, 1f he
has one for a substantial sum, e goes
to the -white lawyer, -

He has not learned yet to patronise .
his own people. When he learng the
value of race solidarity, big economie
iniprovement swill follow,

No more than the white man does
the negro want amalgamation of the
two rages, All he wants is egnal
OD[)Ol'tHlllt,[(;‘b . .

NHAT the negro, left to work. out his

own d(estiny, can live in respon-
sibility -and self-respect is proved by
the allmegro community »f Mound
Bayou, in Mississippi. It {8 a small

vial swawp, heavily forested, miip-
habited, - Nalurally the railresd walnt-
ed to get people on the Jund.,  flewr-
“ing of Ysainh Montgomery’s success at
“the Davis plantation, the ruibroad
proposed to the ex-slave that he start
& negro colony. ~ Montgomery look-
ed the land over and picked our 840
acres,
UT of the dense forest, {he black
people hewed their homes.. More
and more negroes came; more and
more -land ‘wasg bought, To-day the
community covers 3&000 acres, farm-
ing everythmg from ‘cotton to corn.
Behind these facts lies a signif-
cant truth, . In Mound Bayou the
negro lives in self-respect. There the
negro is living a normal, human life,

commupity, - but a. contented. ope. It
has its own judge and town marshal; _
its. owly. stores, sawmill, gristmill and ' : :
cotton “gins.  Ju the. centre. of :the
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Impulses of helpfulness, co-operation,
goodwill and lving at- peace with
.. one's nelghbours, ﬂnd normal expres—
o slom,



