rriday,-July 8, 1938.

Talks of The Alleged Machinations
Country-House. and Newspaper

is Called The “Second
In The Old World

is the theory of the voung journalist Cockburn .

that in Iingland, where country house parties. and

influential newspapms play such an important part.”

in politics, the week-end parties at Cliveden made'.

or marred the careers of politicians long before thie Anglo--
German issue began to dominate the English political sceene::
In the spring of 1938, however, Cliveden pegan to .

be the centre of a policy and an intrigue that. now'

cauye it 1o be spoken of as Brifain’s second Forelgn o

Difice,

Its policy is suid to be based on active dmhkc of the

French, fear and hatred of all “popular” moévements, 2
tonsequent admiration for the-*“‘defensive” possibilities of

Hitlerism as a bulwark against Bolshevisin; and joined
with that a fear, amounting to panic, of a possmle German i

attack upon Britain.
" Mednwhile, Hitler,
playing on the Cliveden Set's fears of the spread of Bol-
shevism to win concessions of great military and strategieal
‘value.

German - Guns

“FT -is true, for instance,” says Cockburn, “that there

care German gunps af Tarifa, placed in & spot prohibited
by treaty, dominating not only the Straits of Gibraltar
but tle. harbour of Gibraltar itself. A British Admiral
(3ir Roger Keyes) has admitted in the House of Com-
mous that now the British TFleet would need a smoke-
sereenr or-fog to get through the Straits of Gibraltar safely
in the event of war. ‘Buty reply the British Conserva-
tives, who have drunk sc¢ deeply of the subtly-mixed
polions produced by Dr. Goebbels, what is the alternative?
The allernative is to support the Spanish Governament anl
Lelp turnn the Germans out of TFarifa
ay quickly as possible. But the Spanixh
Government iy ‘red”  (Dr, Goeb-
Dels aud his Dritish friends have toli
s 8$0). So we will let the German
guns stay at Tarifa and we will let
the German mine-owners divert all the &
iron-ore of Bilbdo to the Tactories of
Krupp instead ot {'o the factories of-
- Vickers.”.

@N‘. this reasoning, according to .

" (fbekburn, the policy of the Clive-
den Set is based. - The Cabinét Minis-.
ters mosgt closely associated Wlth the - .
get are Yord Halifax, Foreign Sec-
retary, Sir Samuel Hoare, Home. Sec-
refary, and Kir J()Im fSimon, - Chancel-
lor of the Excliequer,

- MIt iy difficult,” says Coekburt, “to
(,om(*y to. anyone unfamiliar witlt the
'a,fnmxphel‘e of Conservative Tondon
the extent .fo which this fear of the
spread  of - Bolhevism plasb Coul
dominant role. It isa plty of course,
about DBritish soldiers being killed by
the .Tapdnue, byt are not the Japanese
aavmg (‘hma from Bolshepism?

“Tt is a pity that Missolini

dhould be ‘able to cock snooks at o

~the British Navy all over the - ' ¢

g0 Cockburn maintains, is astutely )

© From. Parade, Loudon.

Aud é:) Samuel H aare,
- Home S ecretary

’ From Parade, London.

To cat‘ch' z‘he cars. of Premzer -C hamberlam.

Me‘di_terranean, but would not the alterna,tive to. Musso-
lini be a-‘red’ Italy? And so on and se-om and so on
ad absurdum and infinitum.” )

This, says Cockburn, is' the true background of
Anglo-German relations.  This is the final' key to
the paradox of Anglo-German affairs.

Eden’s Dilemma

AGAINST this plan of friendly relations with the die-
tators, Anthony Eden stood out. When Lord Halifax
was sent on his mission to Hitler, Mr, Hden, after a furious
“interview with the Prime Minister,
resigned—offering as his reason, 'says
- Cockburn, not the Halifax visit to. Hit-
ler (the real grounds), .but. instead
stating that the feeble progress being
made with the British rearmament
programme gave him insufficient back-.
ing to curry out a strong line of
foreign policy. :

" AI\D doés the Cliveden Set’ dictate
the policy of Britain?” I aaked
Myr. Ratcliffe,

- “My answer i this” he -salcio
“When Mr, Chamberlain was’ pgde
Premiet, he took up ‘the reiny

with a definité policy. of tresting with .
‘the Fascist Powers, to brm" ‘aUlllE sort;
- of seeurity to Lurope. " What need,
" then, was there for the Cliveden’ Set"
What ig all the fuss aboit? The Clive-
den Set exists, of .course, but it can
~.searéely be aceused .of dictating ‘to
- Chamberiain the poliey he lldd aheady»
©oaformed. .
- “Take the - pObltlon ot Mir. Ldeu.
. He'ig earnest and sincere,.. BHe must:
.. have kpown his position well enough.
. In:the previous. Government;’ he:had
_th,e suppmt of (Continued om: paga 36*)



