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TWO SIDES OF A FILM ARGUMENT

W—————

(Gontinued from page-6.)
For instance, if the owners of a ‘tipued MT. Robertson.

theatre which had been screening a
mixture of first-run and second-run

(that is, return season) films, wished

to modernise the building with the in-
tention of screening only first-run
filmg, the licensing officer has -
power, it is said, to restriet the owaers

to screen no more new films than they

had gereened over the past two years—
thus more or less creating a monapoly

_for the existing first-run theatreq

-

Bo far as the issue of licences to new.

theatres is concerned, the licensing offi-
cer will have almost unlimited power.
He can define whether it shall be a
ﬂgst-run theatre or a second.run the-
atre,

Anoi;her aspect of the subject deals.
so it is said, with the right possessed
by the exhibiting companies to reject
25 per cent, of a studio’s produet. That
right .is usually exercised to the full
but up till now the praectice with most
of these rejected films has been to
bring them on the market agnin and re
Jease thém at one of the smaller the
atres. However, with the new law in
force-—strictly classifying theatres as
“first-run” or “second-run”-—it - might
be ‘almost impossible to secure a re-
leage anywhere for a film that had
been rejected as being not up to the
standard required by the major first-
run bouses. - And so, if it was not giv-
en a first showing in the city, it conld
not be shown even in the suburbs, since
suburhan theatres would be for second-
run films only. This would mean a con-
siderable loss to the exchanges.

With the present merging of theatre

JAnterests, the exhibitors would be in a

position to hold out for a reduction in
film rentals, it was stated. If they
refused to pay what was asked for top-
group films, it §eenied that that would

automatically bring those ﬁlmq down {0

the second group. . |

Said one film ex¢hange man:
aiffieult {o see how these regulations
can be excused on the ground of public
benefit.
fit 'of the public’s entertainment to have
competition? There are thoucmnds of
ponnds waiting o be’ put inte thenrre
building in this country, but it m tedl.
up by these regulations, )
. “This i8 the first time- any
Pions affecting the whole film industry

wwere not. first referred: fo- hoth- sides..

he film exehanges had no.warning.of
thizx amendment. . . It seem¥ like the

thin end of the wedge of the Industrial -
It is time the whole -

Efficiency Act,
Ticensing Regulatiom were exposed ”

The Other Slde

Well, that scems-to be the-case from

the film exchanges’ side. An answer {0
it from the film exhibitors’ side was
aiven to me by Mr: J. Robertson, M1,
who is seeretary to the New Zenland
Ixhibitors’ Associntion.

In the first place, Mr, Robertson
pointed ont that the grouping of the-
atres which had been mentioned had
nothing to do with the Licensing Regn-
Iations.

“About S00 fitms come {o New Zea
Inng :fnmmlly. from all sourees”

the .

“It 13 .

“8urely it must be to the bene-

mqu‘l« )

con-

can safely be said that not mere than
50 could be called first-grade films.
Therefore, no matter how wmuch com-
petition set in for the buying (ie. hir

ing) of films, the amount. of good pie- N

tures offered to’ the publie would not
be incr eaqed ’ )

“In Wellington, fot mstance. you can

say that, out of the eight or so :new -

films released each weel to the public,
there is ome of first-grade quality. Xf

you increased the. mumber of first-run -

theatres to- 10, there would still. ‘only

“be one film in enght that would. be ﬁrst

grade, .

“IHence the public wonld not benefit
ir any ‘way by an increase in the num
ber of firsi-run theatres. The only ef

fect, it is obvious, would be to inereast |

the competition among the.ten theatres
to secure the first-grade films for show
ing each week. Th1s fn turn -would

have the effect of increasing the cosi

of films to the theatre proprietors: and

consequently tend to make them ‘pas-

on the inereased cost to the publie,
“One. important cousideration. takes

into account by the hcensmg duthor.
ity when a theatre licence is- applied -
for, is the availabilily of film supply.

of a good standard.” contiriued Mz
Robertson.
regulation, which prevents a gécond

run theatre becoming first-ran with. .-
Heensing -
authority, is to stop uneconomic com- .
It is quite ob--

out the appmval ‘of the
petluon for film supply.
vious that allu,ence might be vranted
for a theatre
heéeause the granting of such a licence

would not affect the position of firgt- -

ron theatres: but its unrestrained con-

version to a first-run bouse could have
“a- seriously detrimental effect on- the‘
“pwners of “the exigtiug firgt-roi houses,
‘without giving any lmne»ﬁt whntaoevm

to the publie” - ; v
Sontrol of theatre- hcensmg wis in

stituted by the previons Government:

and, according to a statement imade by
Mr. R. Girling-Butcher, who i the

Heensing officer, the purpose-of the

present -amendment iz muerely to- I-Jw
effect to the existing r&ulations

" Finally, ther¢ is a rather sensatiorial -’
explanation of ‘the who]c- affair thnt
.:has’ been. mentioned. Lo 'me.
" aulhoritative source I - learned - fhat - {
alter” ihe licensing regulations had heen |

+ From

set up by the previous Government and
bad been in force for sbout a ‘year,

their validity was attacked and they

were declared “unltra vires” the Board
of Trade -Aet,
control which ensued, a large number

- of -new theatres were built; -and, said |
““it is significant that.

my informant,
the bulk of those theatres are now at

least partly under tke control of Ame’ '§
It is quite pos -

riecan film interests.
sible that, by the constant jacking-up
of film
competitive bhuying,

that their thedtreg ‘might pass under
toreign control, It is the desire to re-
move that possibility thaf liex behind
the present actm.] "

“The intention of the new

. woes like a worn-out garment.
know tha joyon# freedom of poing from

to show second-run. nlms. )

-1 Depf._ 15, 163 BROADWAY, NEWMARKET,

In the period of mom -

rentals through wunrestricted:
theatre proprietors
wonld be pushed into such a position -
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T

T S,clil,rcelnyOVéd‘ For Weeks f
“Of these, it : . :

Thanks Kruschen For Retum
' To Fltness

Actlng on: hls prmexple of “when you'
know & good: thingrtell your friends.about

©ity} a‘man who has had very “had’ lumbngo

writes ag followsi—
“Y 'had suffered from lumbago in my

‘ baek. and for weeks could soarcely move

in bed. I had~ireatrent, but it did not
‘ease. the pain very much. A friend said,
manl Why ‘not take Kruschm
‘Take’them every mornidg, and

' you’l] find. you will ‘et rehef from. that
- awful pair in your back,’

So I have taken
them -every. morning. 'lh;s is_the gecond

.- bottle T have bad, und I am in fit-condition.
~for miy work” ‘again-—thanks to the Kro-

I will surely- tell my friends ahout
T will: never. be without

gehien.
: Krusohen Salts.:

- themin my house.”—C.B.

. Why ig- it -that. lumbago, . backache,
rhoumansm and indigestion all yleld 50
swiftly tosKruschen Salts? What is the
secret of Kruschen’s effectiveness. against
the . whole' army of -common ('nmplnmtﬂ?

The secret is an gpen one. “It'is reveals
ed in “the analysis on the  botfle-—for.
physiciang and everyone else to see, Six

vital miveral salts. That is the secret.
"l’he fdentical six salfs that Nature ordains
for your: hodily well-heing. - Kach of these -
gix sdlts hag an action of its own. Where
orie cannot- peristrate another can-~and
does. Stomach, liver, kidneys and diges-

 tive toact are all benefited and toned up

‘to n tap-noteh condition .of efficiency.

* When your whole system starts working
“Yike a perfect machine, you will ‘shed your
You will

mnnth to month wx'rhout a ngle m’he or

P Kmschen Salts i3 ohtamable nf all
Ohe)msts and Storea at 2/3 per boftle.
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