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A FTER an introduction
stuck on like o false

moustache, says the writer

of this article, radio’s
version of “A Tale Of

Two Cities,” soon f0 be

released by the NCBS,

sweeps along to triumph

as a masterpiece of the

gir.  But there is a wide

gulf, he argues, between

false sentiment of the in-

traduction and the frue

drama of the tale.

By
WILL GRAVE

oo o

HORTLY, on Sunday evening next, in fact, the
NCBS will begin the presentation of the radio
dramatisation of “A Tale of Two Cities,” by
Charles Dickens.

Episodes of the feature, which has been put into
script form, acted and produced in Australia, will Le
heard from all four stations on Sunday evenings.

This, T am told, is part of the Commercial service's
policy of raising the standard of the Sunday pro-

grammes. The “Tale of Two Cities” is not a spon-
;sprted feature. It is a service given free, so to speak, for
isteners,

T a preview last week, I was able to hear some of the
episodes of the radic play. It is only fair to say that
¥ went along in a gloomy frame of mind,
Dickens was

POINT FOR THOSE WHQO PREFACE DICKENS.,
“ And next time you storm the Bastille there’s no need to shout

’3 2

- ‘ahoopee

ing ones, the radio version of “A Tale of Two Cities”
should be one of the finest and most werthy produetions
yet heard on the air in New Zealand.

Oune scene in particular sticks fast in the mind. it
was the trial scene of Charles Darnay in London, when
Sidney Carton, brilliant lawyer broken by drink, first
notices the resemblance between Darnay and himself,
which is ultimately going to enable them to change
places in France so that Carton may go to the guillotine
scaffold in Darnay’s stead, saying—uo doubt you re-
member-—-“1t is a far, far better thing that I do, than [
have ever done.”

"H“HA'J,‘ Tondon court scene lived in the radio version so
) {hat you could sce it, almost sniff it. The dry tones of
ihe judge gave one immediately the picture of the shrivelled

elderly man pok-

precious te me.
X do not Jike to
think of people
monkeying
with the mas-
ters, There had
heen the book
ifself, later the
film version
meost ably done,
and now thero
was to Dbe the

ing nig lead out
~of his hood fo
make his com-
ments, and retir-
ing again. The
Cuockney voices of
the witnesses had
the real erackle
of character, in-
vesting the wordy
with 4 singulav
potency—so  that,

radie presenta-
tion, o
© 1 wuy prepared for disappointment, and I got it. The
first few episodes, brilliantly acted and produced, and -
ploying as well a new form of radio techuique, like  the

“flash-back” in the cinema, were false and wnsatisiace-

tory in more places than one.

’FHEY had uwot been {aken from the story at il They

were an appenduage, stuck on to show how Dr. Atan-
ette, in 1763, had been sent by the 8t BWvremonde brothers
ta the Bastille for his long imprisonment.

They had been written by some Australian seript
writer with false sentiment Hoating In a watery mind, or
with a cheek permanently enlarged through having a
-tongue in it,

. They were stuck om to the work like a false mous-

tache, and seemed just as theatrical. :

I’I‘ was affer thoge first one or two eplsodes that the real
Dickens story began.,  Aud then, as the reat Dickens be-
gan and was glven in bis own words, [it up by brilliant in-
terpretation, I was swept away in complete surrendor.
Judged by those episodes T Deard after the open-

to your amaze
ment, this is

Dickens made oven betier! And the voice of Stryver, one

‘of those pompons legal brethren that Dickens loved to cuvis '

catare, thunders out spléndidly in'its bombastic perorations,

Jroway be that 1 am wrong, and most listeners will like
those first. unveal episodes. Theéy may find them an -
centive to hear all of this remarkable production, ’ )

¢ they do. then these episodes will have sepved a
most useful purpose. #Mueh, on that account, cculd be
forgiven fhem.

on the other hand, that will not alter my convicliion
that tliey are strewn {ar too lavishly with the artificial
flowers of melodrama, ' ' )

PAR’E of their aim is to show the vicidus minds of many
of the nobility of France; The brothers 8t. Evremoud:
have abducted the peasant svife of ane of the men on theiy
oxtate, ontraged her, and kept her in their chateénu,
Her brother, penefrating to the castle for her assistan ¢,
i« wowded by the Marquis 8t Evreemoude in a clasih of
swords. ' : T

Dr. Manette is brought in  (Continued on page 41.)



