Friday, June 17, 1938,

BOOK RECORD

i[ﬁapmiﬂ, Observer Wond eis. |
_Emﬂpif(:.
Is Overftcaching”

Whether Island

AR across the Pacific is being
waged a -battle betwecn' two
Fastern nations that may, at
any time, have profound and

even disastrous consequences in the

Furopean arena—or, on the other -

hand, it may fizzle out quietly into
«ne of those uneasy and distrustiul
ieutralities which are so difficult
for the Occidental mind to under-
stand.

What will be the ouicome of e
Sino-Japanese war cannor at present
be predicted by even the most know.
ledgable.  But, howover she war ends,
there is no doubt that IBuropean peo-
ples must, in the future, pay a great
deal more serious attention rhan they
have done in the past to events and
racial feelings in the mysterious Basf.
Both China and Japan seem destined
te take an increasing part in infer-
national complications and friction—
it only bhecause their teeming popula-
tions are daily emphasising the prob-
lem of jand expansion,

To-day, of course, it is Japan that
assnmes the more sinister proportions
in  TIimropean eyes. (*hina - huge,
sprawling, only half awakened to Wes-
ternisation and racial loyalty by the
amazing efforts of General Chiang-
Kai-8hek—is only the stubborn vietim
of Japanese aggrandisewent. What-
ever her pofentialities, she is 4t the
moment rather a country for protec-
fion than o be feared,

But the terrifying efficiency of
Japan's war machine has, in the last
few years, tnrned the watehful Ores
of the whole world upon her.

[T.\' FORTUNATELY, those who
would like to sce the Japanese
scene wholely, are handicapped by lack
of understanding of the Oriental mind
- --combined now with a fear-complex
ibat breeds all sorts of prejudives. In
the flood of partisan bonks about
Japan, then, thoughtful readers wwill
welcome with unnusual enthugiasm the
latest work of William Henry Cham-
berlin, “Japan .Over Asia This ix
wriffen svith a rare halance of judg-
moent and shrewdness of obgervation,
Those acquainted with Mr, Charp-
bortin’s three hooks on the Rovier
Union will already know what Lo ex-
pect from him. He has notr been Far
Rastern correspondent of ihe “Chris
tian Seience Monitor” for many years
without learning how io sift the grain
from the chaffl and to discern signi-
ficant detail in a finrey of rnmonr and
binsed speculation, .

A8 he states in Lix preface, he does
not intend either “an indictment nor a
vindication of Japan’s expanionism,
but to set forth as objectively as pos-
gible the main events and causes of
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the forward drive i
Asia, the obstacles
which it encountered,’
and the favourable and
unfavonrable auguries
for Japan's imperial
career in the fmture”

Reldom has g political
writer bhetter justified
his promise ihan M1
{fhamberlin.
Hix  critieal  faculi
never seems {0 he Iull-
ed, and he examines gl
his informwation with =»

sternly  selective  eye.
The result is a study of
Japan that not only
tracex the main fea-
tures of the recent
drive for  expansion,

but also probes deeply
into the political, econo-
‘mie and psyehological
complexities of  the
Japanese people. ()
shows clearly how the nation. for
afl its rapid assimiiation of YWestern
progress, iz still passionately eonviveed
of the old principle of “divine rvight of
kings"; aud how the army will be more
girong becange it is co geninely fired
with the Japanese ideal of an **isin
for fhe Asiatics”

ﬂ:\T the whele, Mr. Chamberlin’s pic-
tnre is not one o qnieten fears
There is an ominons nafe in his assess
nient of the Japanese character and
aims—and veit he does hint sfrongly
thar Japan may perhaps he gver-reaci-
ing hersgelf just as Napoleoun did years
ago in Tis atlempt to conguer YHurope.
For the Japanese military caste Is ev-
gaged in an enterprise of unlimited
liability. Xach new congnesi aad eacl
aggresdive move seems fo huild higher
the wall of rrouble the nation has yer
to meet, :
Who knowyg but in the end, the
answer to Japan's war policy will he
made not by Japap at all, hat hy =
rennited China? Alr,  Chamberlin
makex no prophecies—he is oo wise
for that, But he does say:

“The fear that Japan may swallow
China whole and swell {o the greatest
empire in the world in the process is
based on a gross under-estimate  of
Chinese  sublery  and  Chinese  ¢q-
nacity  for - evasion, proscrastina-
tlon, sgahotage and passive rosis-
tance, The Japaneze clay may brealk
if there Is too reckiess an expenditure
of men and money in pursuit of ambi-
tious dreams of overlovdship in China,
But e Chinese sands will never i
it Japanese monlds™

Undoubtedly, “Japan Over Asia” is
one of the most valuable hooks on this
portentons subject  which  has bheen

..o Dictator of a New Asia?

written, XNo one who is really iuter-
eeted in world movement can afford to
migs an egtimate so iucid, so impartial
and <o broadly authorifative.

“dapan Over Asia)’ by Willinm Henry
Chamberlin,  (Duckworth, London). Dur
eopy from the publishers.

THIS GLAD SHRIEK
FROM THE GRAVE

JPUBLIC sense of humour seems
to be changing. Just as in
conversation jokes nowadays have
10 be slightly smutty to be sure of
raising a laugh, so in books the
most popular humorists are the men
who can skate on the thinnest ice with-
ot quite lnocking over {he c¢ensor,
"All the same, the sparkle of these

" gophisticated, smiggering funnymen is

apt to become a little teo dazzlingly
“pright” when it is seen frequently.
Now and then, you catch yourself in
disgraceful yearnings for the simple
<horge” lsughs of yesteryear, for the
irresponsible nonsense of a Wodehouse
and the risgue jokes so obvious thar
even o virgin ean see them.

In such a meod, you may be lucky
enough fo come acrosg Joan Butlers
"Twost Property’—which was for me
the silver lining under the clouds of a
wet King’s Birthday. Therve is a gen-
nine old-time touch ahout this silly book
that ix like a glad ghriek from the
arave,

The fun starts whem Mr, Winton
Cheyne kicks Dbis fiancee’s pet goat
from bhehind because it had mealed off

i Continued nexf page.}



