Tet only those picture-goers who pre-
fer the old-fashioned wuight-shirt as
wuch as they prefer s lesy sophisti-
cated style of comedy will fail to find

the opening pyjama episode of “Blue--

beard” vastly stimuiating. Not iill
much later did I notice the Lubitsch
touch becoming a trifle heavy,, a little
tivo familiar,

‘At the onrset Lhm-e was the m’rmuﬂ«
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lieves in marrlage so strongly that he
hasn't been single for six monthks since
he left college, and is already paying
alimony to six wives (and hag buried
another) when he sets out to add
Claudette Colbert ie his collection.
Miss Colbert herself is almost equally
improbable, as the sauecy, shrewd
not  juss b

French _gil:l who ‘will

...S‘Izeltev'-ihg.behind the music are Gladys Swarthout and JTohn Boles

who, with John Barrymore, are the stars of Paramount’s
(veviewed on this page].

in the Dark”

of a farce as brilliantly amusing as’

“The Awful Truth.” It might hava
kept. that promise if it had not Tacked
the. mal spark of humanity

Muctharried

Y 'COOPER is a most improbabie

“person in “Bluebeard’s Righth
Wife"—an American Midas, who be
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will teach her uxorious
lesson, by mwaking it «
name only-—rill the fimel

hought, bhut
hughand &
marriage in
seene,

No intelligeut audience objecta 1o
improbability so long asg it Is consis
tent, and so long as it has even the
wlightest relation to real life. Let the
characters carry on as crazily as they
like, provided they arve faithiul—affey
their fashion—to the stmdards of b
haviour they have adopted at the e
ginning. They can exaggerate the

“ruth for all they are wonth, bul ihasy

must be some truth to ktaw with,

On the other liand, once let the Im-
probable become the I'mpos.&i.'sie, anid
the very necessaty illusion of plausi-
bility is at once shattered. The thing
thereafter is just a puppet-show which

may euntertain  wirh its  superticial
cieverness for o fime, hut iz soon for-
ffvtwu.

A Worldly Mr Deedq

TILIS; excursion into the metaphysics
_ of the cinema may secin unneces-
sary; but I lave a feeling that ir
fmachos to the very foundations of sue-
cessiul comedy prodiwetion. [ explaing
why such comie -films as- “Mr, Deeds
Goes  to Town,” “The Awful Truth,”
“Stand-in,” and “Theodora (Goés Wilkd."”

“are head and shonlders above the resi,

It is the reason also why Bluebeard
Cooper, although a great improvement

“on Gary Polo, does not live in the same

street, or the same neighhourhood, with
rhe Gary Cooper who went to town.
fHowever, apart from the fact thar
¥ou could believe in Mr. Deeds where
you ean’t believe in the modern Blue-

heard, (he charactérs aven't altogether
unlike, It is almost as iff Mr. Deeds,

having learned Biw Rusiness methods,
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had gone - sqmnd ‘hig millions on the
Riviera. His droll outlook on life! has
not altered mweh. " And the actor him-
welf,” though looking older “and.: mbaie
vorldly (as befils a man who has ¢x-

perienced malrimony-eight times) hdx

very miich the same whimsieal gefiseof

comedy, the same sure :echmquq rlmt,

marks him as a greag arhst

Piquant Colbert

E JIKEJWI'SE,' the piquant Frenchiness
of Claundette Colhert has seldwin
been seen to better advantage, She iy
moftly feminine when the mood . de-
mands it, provocative and tigerish s
niher momests, ) i
In the supporting cast- (which in-
cludes alse David Niven, Warren Hy-

jer, Herman Bing and Franklin Pam— .

horn), Edward I“velett Horton is the
only one who seemed to me to be ovér-
whelmed by
iz the impecuniousg father of Claudette
(and the pecipient of the pyjama pants,
in case you've been wondering),

Ay [ hinted before, it was only to-
wurd the end that Ernst Lubitsch
save me the impression of laying on (hy
absurdity too thickly, so that the char-
acters became artificial and the comedy
hegan to miss fire. Up till then, “Blue-
heard's Eighth Wife” was a play of a
hundred and one delights, as Gary and
(Claudette lashed each other with
double-edgzed wisecracks, as they set in-
wenious traps for one another, auad
zallivanted np and down the luzurious
Lahitseh corridors.

{“Blueheard's Eighth Wife.” Para-
monnt. Directed by Ernst Lubiisch.
starring (rary Ceoper and Claudette
Colbert. Iirst release: Auekland
and Wellington, June 24.7

Light Romance In
The Dark

Boles Is Better

" last they seem to have discov-
ercd what to do with Joln
Boles. In “Romance in the
Dark,” Paramount have made him
May the role of a conceited singer; and
sinee Nature appealis to have done most
of the work already, it wasn't particu-
larly hard tor Boles to make hix perfor-
munce moderately convincing. What-
over the reason, I enjoyed him better
than 1 have for ages, although what
someone has described as his “air of
conselous carnality” is  sti)l a {ritle
overpowering in the love scenes,
Fortunately, Jdohn Boles is almost
the leasy reason for sgecing “Romance
in the Dark.” "The real starg are
(Hladys Swarthout, John
and a most amuaging
named Fritz Feld,

little foreigner

Gorgeous Creature

T beals me why pieturegoers don't
got more excited abouni AMiss Swar-
thout. She’s my idea of what a ¢inemat
songhird really should e like—a gor-
geons creature who's av good to Inok
upar as ghe is fo hear, Rhe algo knows

the surrounding talent, Ha'

Barrymore,.
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