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Prophylactic jelly
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There’s One Voice
| -But Four Hyes

AS a result of the production by

the BBC’s research cngineers
of a new type of microphone, a new
technique in presenting commen-

‘taries on sporting events is lIikely to

be adopted by the corporation.

The instrument is known ag a “lip”-
It is mounted on a short
handle, and is & modification in minia-
ture of the standard ribbon-type micro-
phone used in the studios of the BBC.
It Is insensitive to sound ¢oming {rom
more than a few inches away, and thus
meets the need for an instrument that
would enable the ecommentator to dis-
regard - extraneous sound when choos-

et

The IVhis;‘)érz'izgv Mike,

ing his position—in other words, fox
a1 microphone that, while responding to

The commentator’s voice, would ex-
clude hackgroungd noises,
To cnsure that {(he ecommentator’s

mouth is always the requisite two inchex
from’ the microphone, the ingtrument
is fitted with a guard whiehr must he
kept pressed sgainst the speaker's up-
per lip. The quality of the ontput of
the new device Is equal in évery way
to {hat of the ordinary studio miero-
phone,

“Used firse during  the  doeseriptive
commentary broadcast from (inildball,
London, on the oceasion of the Lerg
Mayor’s banquet Iast November, (he lip-
microphone has made practienble g new
method of deseribing outside events for
listeners o BBC programmes.

. The method provides a rolution to

i old problem in broadeast descrip-
iion: the fusion of the deseriptive skill
of the experienced commentator and
the unique  knowledge of the expert.
Two observers will be stationed ar one
point: one will give the commentary
heard by lirteners and the other—a#

.the elbow of commentator No, 1, hut

nnheard by listeners-—will “lfoed” him

with extriy detalls and faets about the

event for -incorporation in ihe broad-
cast description.

Thus, in the words of {he originarors
of the scheme, there will be “one voice,
hit four eyes.” satisfying in a way thag
hag not been possible betore the de-
mands of bhoth the general and ihe
gpecialist publie,



