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R. PETER

PACKS was
going to
church. @

He was an |
ordigary little man who |

N.Z, RADIO RECORD

T HIS story of how Mr. Peter Packs | ¢ . ’

went to church is a ?QﬂfGSy, but i interpreting such obvious-
there may still be those who will see in
. it an argument that all the expedi- |
ency in the world cannot answer.

o

inday, dJune 10,

I've got bayonet practice and Scripture -
for homework to-night.

to read it without mis~
4 Iy . symbolic texts as

“Thou shalt not kill” and

“Do unto others ... ."

All that was used of

always wanted to do the :
right thing quite as desperately as he wanted Old Hoys
to wipe the field with Marists next Saturday. He was
going to church partly because he had always gone to

church, and partly because he really enjoyed going ami

got something out of it.

But lately it had been different—ever sinee Christianity
had been taken over by Fighting Parsons in the interests
of Defence.

1t dated from rhat famous speech made by the Rev,
Canon A, H. Norris to the Veterans’ Association in Christ-
church on May 28, 1938, when the venerable gentleman
had said : “To-day is thc day of the Army, Navy, and Air
Yoree)t and hagd (lppd.:['(,llﬂv [orgottcu to mention anythiug
about God.

That, of course, had hupp(’ued some tlmu before the
Cunou bad had his range -
creased by an appointient os
Bzg Gun  of the Drillshed
Church—i{he wost wilitant aud
most popular chureh ig #l) ':hu :
South,

Mr. Packs fell intourunk
with the rest of the congre-

- gatlon outside. A trumpeter
wag doing the work the brelly
bhad done in the old days Thién
the congregation formed fours
with great precision. and
marehed inside. T

YW ES, there had been o lot of
changes Iy church, sighed
AMr. Packs. There was g de
fensive mniachine-gun op ‘the
altar, 2 defensive old trench-
mortar that had been counvert-
ed into a font.,  There- webe
stacked rifleg in the: poreh
where -onice you had put vour
umbrella, . decontaminators at
the head of each aisle, combi-
nation gasmask hassocks
each pew, and battle flags and
recraiting posters on the wills,
Mhey had tuben (e Btibie
sway frol Hhe teciern, Doogge
Howag go difltcult for auyens

CLEFTR:

(e ing Ly

*Q“J“"‘
ARFNTT TRy

Arthur W ragy

the Bible these days were
a few contradictor v pdssclg.’es from the New Testamen:
and the more wrathful possages from the Old. .

Far more prominently displayed -on the lectera
were the Manual of Arms and the Regulations for Alr
Rald Precautions.

‘I'he military buaud in the old organ Luft struck up u
stirring mwarch and the cougregation stoud smartly at fhe
safute while the Chaplain-General attended by severa.
annon aud prominent members of the Navy League, Defeucs
League and Veteraus' Asgociation, deployed from the vestry.

Vﬂ‘(} DAY, soniechow. 3r. Packs tound his attention kept
wandering trom the sevvice. 1Yo kept thinking ‘abou

old times, and, as his eye roved round the ehureh, he noticed
something he had never

noticed before.,  Apparently  fhe
redecorntors of rhe church Lad
.Hw mcriuokei it

. Et was @ picture of
Christ, and it bung be
fween, {we battle flags in a
dim angle of the wally,
Mr. Pachs wouldn't have
- uoticed it, it was so wueh
. in the shadow, but for a
beam  of sunlight that |
struel through a high win- 1
dow . on the opposite wall
and hgmed it up. Bt seem-
ed to Mr. Pachs. that the

face of the DBiaster was

rery sad.

JITH an effort, the [little
man brought  his atfeu-

tion hack to the service. Great
hombing planes! (thought M7
Packs), How time has pussed!
= . . The sermon is just beginning!
& For his text, the Chaplaiu.
(ieneral  chose  the  beantiful
words of Canon Norrig's. Chirlst-
chureh speech :

“Ereptheen. he o,
“Fasdna fs the day at the
(Uentivued o0 page S48
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