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LOOK vight . . . The comere of

*a Mew York reporter catches @
strange  seene. “Swing' -
maddened doncers in a night elub
are sterming the orchestra, em-
bracing the performers, swaying
their bodies te the rhythm of
jungle music.

That sort of thing doesn't
happen in New Zesland. For
some reason, recial or otherwise,
our emotions ore not stirred up

to the seme pitch. We don’t
lose control. We——those of us
who ere ’‘swing’”’ eddicts—

merely clese sur eyes ond tep our
feet.

But whet ingredient is there in

“swing" thet moddens mobs in
America? and how much does
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that same ingredient

affect

HE psy-
chiatrists—

“swing’ foms nearer home?
the mental

N ]
specialists | |

|
~of America have |
at last begun to [
sit up and take i
notice of a new |
epidemic that is
sweeping the coun-
try — “swing”  hyse

teria, AN
Fortunately  (per-
haps inevitably) e

<
bt

o

% nounced mental
il unbalance the inge
1 toxication is aggtae .
vated to a degree.
that approximates

musical D.T.’s.
But here you
ask: “What about
normal  people —-
surely swing does
uot have that effect
| on them? Anyway,
| what harm is there
in experiencing thid

few of the symptoms
have yot appeared
in British countries.

We have yet to sce half-erazed dancers mob a4 dance
orchestra and embrace performers, others making grimacer
that would frighlen a professional wedicine man in deepest
Afriey, still others secized with ednvulsion-like paroxysms
that are a fair imitation of an epilept

Ruch thiugs are possible only
in an amazing society that tolers
ales IHollywood religions.” Reno
divoree laws, negro Iynehiugs, and
elected judges,

There seemms little donbt  fhat
the people who are o powerlully
affocted are in themselves unbal-
anced emotionally  and  mentally,

Nevertheloss,  Amerjean  seien-
fists have thought it wortls while
to consider  the nature of the
stimulns as well as the wouk
nesses of 1he vietimg,  Here, wmore
or jess, is what they have found
out:

S\\’l.’\'(} musite- -in common with

the music of African rituad
danees- is strongly and insistentiy
rhythmircal,  In tone it is monoto-
vos, withh  freqgaently  recurring
eadonces in 2 minor key that ely
borate g ximple, emotionally exeii
it (hene,

St rhythm s the haxis ot
swing,  This rhythan is cunningly
designed {4 tempo slightly fus
ter thau the averygge human beart
heal—72 per minute.

IPagter respivafion and eveutu-
ally a faster heari-beat are in
dueed hy aural suggestion,  This
speeding up ol bodily funetions. -
a Kind of musical hypuosis--tends
to break down normal rexerve and
to dull the faculty of self-criti-
iz, Where there is a  pro-

ie fit, ... the

TIHE CANDID CAMER.L.
o o« Culches a Campus Couple.

e rections

musical excite-
ment?”?

’R‘AI{IL\‘U the guestions in order, the American League of

© Mugsic Studentx, which recently issued a paper on the
subject of swing, ix satisfied that normal people, once they
have Decome lamilinr with swing mugic, experience exactly
as abnormal people, but in a4 very much

modified degree. They do not lose
control of themselves,

The harm, if any?

The American League of Music
Students has satisfied itself that
swing music is aphrodisiac,

Ritual dancing among Afriean
negroes is admitted Dy observers
to be aphrodisiae, and it is a rea-
sonable supposition that the re-
lated “swing” has the same effect,
hut in a degree very largely modi-
fied by civilisation.

But do not Iegave the supposition
merely to logic Dy the American
investigators and the anthrop-
ologist. Professor Arthur Cremin,
president of the society, conducted
one of those nasty experiments
American psyehologists sre given
fo. He told 4 reporter about it
unblushingly ia these words:

‘VV 12 placed & young man and a

girl in 4 room where we
could wateh them without tedng
obgerved. . IXirst, we provided a
programme of good music, classi-
eal pieces and popular songs, such
as wallzes. They were friendly,
but that was all.

“Tater wo  arrasged another
neeting, This time the radie
played swing music. They  were
muelr bolder, both of them, ‘Phe
boy took muelh more leeway in his
actions and the girl didn't object”

(Continued on page 39.)



