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A Shocker That Shocks and

Throws Some Shrewdly Aimed

Mud at

Mankind For

Good

Measure

%7 CAN recall having read onlv
two recent novels of the ‘'scien-
tific fantasv” class that repay
the effort of wading through
masses of improbabilitties. The first
was Aldous Huxley's magnificent
satire “Brave New World,” and the
second Andrew Marvell’s magnifi-
cent shocker, “Minimum Man.”

But hefore vou are misled by en~
thusiasm I must admit I ftried o
Alinimum Man” on a girl who norm
ally enjoys shockers, and she said: 1
didn’t Hke it. It was too creepy. Bul
anyway, 1 learned the meaning of the
word ‘amwexual’ !

Which is 85 good a comment as auy
Readers who are fond of expurgated
murders aud prefty love stories  are
hereby warned off. “Minimum Man”
~hould be read only by people unlikely
1o get nightmares from their reading.
and by people who have no rooted ob-
jection fo having unplessantly true re-
marks made about rhe stupidity of
Luwman nature and human institations.
AlL in all, the book i3 about the mosy
«kilful blend of gensationalivm and slick
cynieism 1 have yef come acepnss,

First Novel 2

The  conservative Gollanez  dust-
cover tells as nothing about Author
Muarvell, | find it hard to helieve 1t
ix a first novel, but if =0, Anthor Mar-
vell can connt on 10 per cent. of my
S/6 when he publishez his nexg book.
“Minimum Man” iz told with f{he
adroit literary worthuness of a4 Buchan
atd  the gpeed  and  clarity of a

CXapper”

The @lory is =et in the year 1950.
ngland has saffered a Fasecist revo-
tion and is rofting merrily along un-
der the thumb of Dictator Jellahy, an
anglivised version of Hifler—a cross
beiween “Jix.t Oswald  Mosley, and
Hore-Belisha,

shortly after the revolution -a Flee
Siveet journalist named Swan stumbles
by accident ou traces of a colony of
biological freaks in Wales—foot-high.
bBairy human beings who, in the pro
cexs of deviating from their species,
fianve inherited all that is wuseful of
buman intelligence (plus a few rvefine-
mells suebh ax telepathie communieqa-
tion aod a 10-week gestation petviod),
and have shed all trices of inherited
prejudice and handicapping emofions.
“wan follows their fortunes {o the end.

This, yvou say, all soundsg highly im-
probable,  Apparently, after all, “Mini-

mum Man” is just avother of “those
stories. , . )" I assure you jyou're
wrong. Mr. Marvell makes it all seem
highly possible—almost, in fact, proh-
able.  Few of his readers will be bio
logists enough to poke fingers througr
the reasoning of the story,

And thent .

Minimum Man proceeds to put intw
use all his advantages. One is at first
repetled by his freakishness, terrified
by his amorality. 7Then, with consum-
mate skill, the author proceeds to
demonstrate the superiority of fhis
new spoecies. Minimum Man ig just
ahout as far ahead of Maxiraum Man
as Maximum Man was ahead of the
greater anthropoids., You end up bs
admiring Minimum Man wholehearted-
Iy and saying unhappily. to yourself
that it is time these bumbling, irra-
tional, decadent humans were out of
the way. '

A nice piece of worlg, that, Mr, Mar-
velll 1 did not suspect you would ever
jnduece a spark of sympathy for your
strange little creations, but yon end up
hy making everyone wholeheartedly
giad of Jellaby’s dowufall and whole-
heartediy glad that Minimum Man won
his fight for survival.

incidentally, this fantastie, blood-
thirsty and almoest too-bighly-exciting
story gets rid of some shrewd satire on
the side. I refuse to believe that gatire
was the mainspring of the hook be-
cause, for all the fact thar man’s fail-
ings are nicely stated, there is little
originality and less philosophical depth
in Mr. Marvell's observations. There
is just enough second-hand philozophy
in the bhook to make it palatable for
educated readers, Here, however, is a
«ood sample of the slick whip-cracking
that will leaven interest in a fense and
dramatieally knit tale,

Mankind Tricked

Sars Swan, discussing  humanity
with a Minimnm Woman:-- | )

“Nature postulated in human be-
ings a profound distaste for re-
producing . themselves. Nature
seems to have said at the begin-
ning: these humans will not find
life so well worth living that they
will wish to perpefuate it. So they
must be trapped hy subtle devices
into begetting children, They must
he bribed with special pleasure
mechanisms in the nerves, the or-
dinary reasoning processes  must
he atrophied, their braing must be
twisted and pulped and wmashed
into gnbmission. The process  of

ANDREW MARVELL
... A magnificent shocker.

reproduction is divorced of all rea-
son and is to a man looking at it
objectively, a- distasteful fraund of
the most blatant kind.”

And I do appreciate Mr. Marvell's
trentment of the Popular Press. I haz-
ard the guess he is himself a journal-
ist. Surely no ome bnt a jourhalist
eould be quite so accurate with mud.

(Continued on next page.}

peo Brings Back

True Golden Colour $o Darkened Fair

% Hair — Keeps it Sofi, Fiulty, Lustrous !
EAUTIFULLY shimmering fair hair is a precious gift ~
of nature—admired by men and women allke, if

you are one of the lucky “fairs” and wish to siqy

fair you should know why ¢ is necessary to use 2
special shampoo. fair hair is of a much finer tex-

* ture than brunette hair and the scalp of fair women

is much more sensitive too. Sta.blond, the orizinal
fair hair shampoo, is specially meade to suit the
characteristics of the most delicate fair hair.
Sta.blond not only cleans your halr and makes it
soft and silky {any good shampoo will do that) bug
it does what no other shampoo even claims to do.

' Pregents lghe faiv hair from darkening —- Brings back

the trug golden colour to the smost faded and darkened
fair hair—and KEEPS it golden. )
Furthermore, Sta.blond now contains precious
“ViteF,” the amazing
Hair - Vitamin.  This
WAE?‘M!:?G wonderful
tosh gour bands with auy not .onl
gospless champoo. Nofice how v
dey and gealy thoy fesl alfere
wards, ‘Thot's exeotly what
thene horsb chemicel seap-sub~
piitute shampoos do o youe
haiz. Thoy dry ont all the nai~
ural oi! f70m sealp and roats.
A good seap ahampoo lke
$ta.blond will 2ot romove tho
nntaral oily, Sta-blond removas
oniy the film of greass which
hides the natueal tasiva.

discovery
prévents
dandruffand brittleness
but also keeps the hair
and sealpsoftand supple

If you want a bleach
don’t buy Sta-biond z
but if you want to keep
you ™ hair fovely and
light——Sta- blond’s tha
oaly shampoo for you.
Try it just once —try
it todayl

STRBLOHD Contains RO Byes. N0 Injurious Blosshes
Have you tried Stablond Wave-Set yet? [t
doesn’t leave the hair sticky, dries quickly
and actually lightens fair hair.
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