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Kne ki of ”t@ Demagogue

T ATELY we have heard ‘Q Jay. Q ;7 METHER or net you @gtree with  competition. One leader ad-
}; a great deal about the 'Av4 him, W. Philip Carman in this Jresses wus with earnestness,
b1 use ﬂof tadio b{o_ai.d= unusual @E‘ffﬁ;@ﬁe bn’nfmgs @ new light to E‘»e@E sincerity and idealism. Yet.

casting for political om %arﬁ@@dicasr electioneering. The lews of ¢ satisfy the disintetested and
purposes. Some hold that wmob psychology, he says, do not epply intelligent listener there is in

broadcasting is a legitimate
and inevitable ally of demo-
cracy in practice——a means bv
which everyone with a sense
of ¢ivic and national responsibility can make himself
familiar with the pros and cons of opposed policies
and vote agording to the dictates of his conscience
and intelligence.  Others hold that, in its political
uses at ]nast the alr is merely a stamping ground for
conflicting propaganda and private electioneering.

For my own part T take a more optimistic view
than either of these. I think that, even if they who
so eagerly use it now do not realise it, the air will prove
the graveyard of the demagogue.

The mass meeting strained through the micro-
pnone loses its magic. A vast number of listeners
is relatively unaffected by the tension of the crowd
gathered in a hall. A crowd, as a crowd. is easily
stitred, its power of intellectual analysis dulled.
But the man at the listener’s end of the radio is more
mentally alert and more emotionally quiet.  That
remote and unexcited view of party politics given by
broadcasting emphasises mercilessly the logical weak-
nesses of the party system.

Too often it provides us with a bpectacle of
adult men outvying one another in a vote-catching
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his speech too much sentimen-
tality, too many half-truths,
and ‘too blatant a spirit of
myopic disparagement of his
opponents.  His political opponent replies soundly
and high-mindedly, but again -this myop1c View-
point discloses a thinly-veiled appeal to man's materi-
alistic self-interest.

Intent upon scoring a point off the other party;
painting themselves white and their opponents black.
it is still appatent that both are really a rmxture of
various shades' of grey !  Like schoolboys, ‘‘our
gang”’ is always the “goodies’’; the other gang is the

‘baddies’'!

We shall not grow up so Iong as we cling

feartully to the type of democracy in which all

parties have one eye on the votes and one on the

affairs of the country.

If the democratic principle is to sutvive, a Par-

liament must legislate fearlessly, resolutely, justly,
without fear of alienating the electors !

We must face the fact, and face it clearly, that
humankind is not yet mature enough to inherit the
promised land. It has not wandered long enough
in the Wilderness. It has not yet learned the lessons
of experience. It has not yet learned not to put its
trust in princes—even though the princes may be
elected to power by 2 democracy.

But science. it seems, is makmg it possxble for
us to examine ourselves and our “‘princes” a little
more clearly. (Continued on next page.)

ter as with the method of presenta-
The sentences were long and in-
volved, and were delivered in  what
someone described as “the typical pul-
pit voice”” But, worse than this, the

weels, under the title “The Flying Man- Dr, J. Keunedy's talk oy St Thomis  speaker had over-written his subject (a
v tle® HMwl 1 mnot  jguinag in the “Whirligig of Time”  common fault). One could imagine
RECORBING  known ir was a ¥C wevies from YA last Wednesday evenr  him, every now and then, catching
WAS corded talk, I would  ing was, to my mind, hardly a suceess.  sight of the studio clock and putting

WELL MADE, ceriginly bave ‘im-
agined that the
quict, wodest, impressive volce of the
famoys  preacher who helieved in
practice, was coming to my ears dir-
eetly through the microphone instead
of Hrst un fo a recording,  The voice,
although <o gquict, guve a vivid
picture of the growth of the misgion
and listeners formed a remarlkable im-

Whey an expert treats a subject like
thig, he often seeimny
ST. THOMAS

to think only of the

AQUINAS LOST serious student and
THE RACE.  forget the layman,
Admittedly, it is
difficnit, but need the life aud work of
Ht, Thomag have been treated so aca-
demnically ?  'The trouble reemed to me
{0 be not so mueh with the subject mat-

on speed. IF the delivery was lacking
in tonal contraxt, it was distinctly not
lacking in contrast of tempo, Toward
ihe close, the talk became guite an ex-
citing race agaiust time. A long ex-
cerpt of Tatin verse was squeezed in
{rather novel, this), aud then-~boom!
went the eight o'clock chimes, and that
wag the last we heard of St. Thomas
Aquinas, cut short in £ull fight,
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