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Biting The Biters
FAULTS OF THE CRITIC

(Continued from page 13.)

musical comedy, he does not eritieise
it from the point of view of serions
drama. lle accepts certaln limitation=
as npalural in musieal comedy.

fle should do the same in radlo eriti-
¢ism.  When he finds thrilleds like
SWestward HolY or “Inspector Seott”
put in the programmes, he should real-
ige that thore are put in as genecal en-
fertainment, They do not prefend Lo be
gerious drama.

The programme organigser knows
their weaknesses just as well as the
c¢ritie does. But he also kwows thar
they are what the public wants, and ’
if there iz any nced for criticism ir
should he merely to chide the publie
for having such a taste. 1t is ahsurd
to wriie a colnmp of materinl fo shows.,
what bad plays they are, ‘}

';T{%A'D[ﬂ playe are often like magazine
~Y stories, says the Radip Man, No
literary eritie would gerioasly congider
cuch story in a popular miagazing from
the standpoint of literature. In the
same way he should not jndge each
play as serious drama. What the
critie should deo ix to accept the fTact
thal the play eaters for a certain tasie

e ean ihenr ask himself two
guestions: “I4 it a legiBmate taste?
And, i so, iy the play that caters
for ihis tasie good of iHs type?”

'T'HIG Radio Man helieves {hat the

" greatest eritfe of all, (he public,
iz growing more {olerant in these days
of wider and more varied radio gervice,
It has got out of the way of slamining
the radio off and saying, “That’s a so-
prano; she’s no good,” just because i
doesn't happen to ecare for gopranos.
Now the public i learning to say, I
don’t care for gopranos—(or itenorg or
bassesy—but as a soprano she seems
pretty good to me.”

VEHF}RF} are several ways in which
the programme organiser can help
himself to find out the opinleng of his
lisleners, says the Radio Man, Jle has
the opinions of fecognised  erities.
newspaper correspondence, the siation
carrespondence, amd the opinions of the
people he encouniers eviry day.
There is, too, another guide for him
in making his selectlong o ilewms fot
the air. Radio in New Yealand is in
the same position as thenfrienle in Now

cZealand,  Much o the work is thord

oughly iried ouf oversens—in Britaind
America, ‘and  Anst alin—helore i
comes here, The sefviee has the cholee
of work that hax heen proved suceess-
fal in other countries. And this,
thongh not an entirely relinhle tost, i«
an assistance fo the progrimme argmn-
mser  in ehoosing  produciions  and
transeriptions for playving in New Zoa-
land, ” :

ey v i

I‘fl,‘ is handy to have a rack  boside

the &ink en which to keep  tes
towels when they ave not in use, It
they are hung up in this wiy {hey dev
quickly in the kitchen and are alwavs
ready for the nexy washing-up, An cx-
cellent airer muy he obtained with siy
arms for aecommodating tea {owels for
& .small sum, ) '



