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always hit the note—those bicycle bandsmen of
Christchurch thirty years ago. Very literally
they played moving music., and here 13
their story. .

The famous Bicycle Band-—there was nothing else
like it in the world—was an offshoot of the Christ-
church Professional Brass Band, which was [ormed in
1892 by Mr. IFred Painter and AMs. Thomas Dallon.
Mr. Painter organised the Bicycle Band about 1893,
He way a well-known dixtance rider, aud the holder of more
than one record for the “high bike.” Mo was also a skilled
irick rider,

The older generation in Christchirell will remember the
time when the aunouncement, “The bicycle band is coming,”
was the signal for everyhody to rush into the street. Natur-
ally, even to-duy, when eyeles arve fitted with every mod-con,,
wue might reasonably ask how the men could play while
riding. )

They could, and they did. They held their instruments
with one hand and steered

?JF““‘J HOUGH they pedallod along bumpy reads they
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whom shie {ell, so the story goes, kept his balance.  The
gallants stopped to see if any damage had been done
to the lady, but all was well, and off went the band
again,

After several creditable trips into country districts.
during which the bandsmen met head winds, storms and
punctures, it was decided to go in for a little publicity.
so parades were held in the city streets. They caused a
sensation! The crowds took 1o them, in a kindly way.
and their success as a two-wheeled musical combmation
was assured.

HABI’I‘UI‘]S of the old Opera

with the other.

House, now the St. James

The big drum was
sfung from the handle-

FVEN if, strictly speaking, this story is out

TPheaire, Chritchurch, will
remember the band's first ap-

hars of one cycle and the | of order in a series devoted to the his- pearatice on the stage. Lhe
drummer played with one ) . ; . players rode on from fhe
hand.,  The side - deum tory of broedcasting bands, we can’t resist wings, did a izgure—of—emll%.

rded  two  hands, so he fes : 2 sam il o P 7, and then repeated the stunt,
the ot aved i the temptation to print if. I§ Christchurch’s hut thig time with their i

the man who played it
rode tandem hebind an-
other vider. Conerele or
bitumen roads did not ex-

bicyele band hed been olive to-doy it cer-
tainly WOULD have broadeast. . . .

sfrnmments, Which serves (o
indicate that stunt publieity
is no new thing,

ist, and a piayer was ever
fiable to encounter  a
bump or 2 rut in the middle of an infricate pianissinon
passage, Dut uobody carved, and the band got along
“very npicely, thank you.”

@C(L\SIONALLY the hawd made a distance trip, as far a3

Kaiapni, or even Amberley, Hotfels showered hospital-
ity on the players and few hostelries were passed without
1 visif. '

‘Brave old days! Like the troubadours of old, the
players were welcomed for the music they hrought.

For some time bhefore takiug to the road the members
practiseedd  mounting and «dismounting, and, before they
achicved perfection, mauy o five piece of brass and many o
head took a deut or two. Wlhen the band first took to the
road on a Sunday, o woman ceyelist rode out of 4 gateway
in Caledonian Roud, just seraped the baek wheel of a cycle
in the front row, and came & cropper. The man in front of

A trip to Rakaia was se
. strenucils thar opne  moember
collapsed on the way howe,  Ile rested for a while aud then
sought, out o farmbouse, where the farmer's wife cooked
him a- fine large steak, He returned to thie ranks a new
mxn and they say, the other bandsmen could huardly keep
1p with him on the way hone.

Naturally, many people outside Christehureh were 5Cep-
tienl when they heard of {he bicycle band, One man wrote

down from Wellington asking for a photograph. He had
had a wager about it, and wanted definite proof. He got

it, and won the wager.

Ou another occasion 1 man who was walking round the
world- they still do thix sort of thing now and then-—ar-
rived in Christchurel.  He was told about the band but did
nof believe a word of it. The next Nunday morning the
band fook him out with them. Photographs of the stuut
were used by Australian and English newspapers, and oue
picture won a prize in a novelty competition, (C. on p. 44.)
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