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9onstantly, people telephone the station
in their hundreds asking for what they
must already have heard.

%

Listening to a recorded talk by Mis.
H. BE. Vuaile on South America from
2Y A last week, I was worried by the
fact that the last part of many sen-
tences wag utterly lost through the

dropping of the

JOQURNEY WAS volice. Twice lately
NOT 1 have had the same
COMFORTABLE., experience in listen-

ing to women speak-
ers, It ig a defect that is apparently
much more noticeable in the woman's

voice over the air that in a2 man’s. The -

consequence wag that what I hoped

would be a pleasant mental travel in

South America became soon an un-
. comfortable journey in which I found
+ myself dumped off at places just be-
fore I reached the view,
in despair, I gave up and came home
again.

2

The other week Mr. H. A&, Glasson
spoke from 4YA on “Duncdin Place
Names,” giving entertaining odd scraps
of information regarding the bestowal
of certain names, During his remarks

he referred to some
TALK BROUGHT white people who
UNEXPECTED settled on an island
- REPLY. near Taieri Moutl,
Not long after the
seitlement was established a girl was
born, and thig child became an object
of great curiosity to nearby Maoris,
who had uot before seen a white baby.
~That was in 1864, A day or two follow-
tng his talk, Mr, Glasson received a
letter written hy a woman on behalf
of her 1mother. The mother had
thoroughly enjoyed the talk, and parti-
cularly the reference to the white hahy.
because she had been thar very haby.
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Tuteresting to radio listeners wouid
be a statement of NBY poliey tegard-
ing ity seven o'clock news sessious.
Governinent news is given in full, of

vourse, and thisx iz npatural—even
though it does
HNEWS SESSIONS - often  savour  of
) MNEED propaganda, Bat
SUB-EDITING, rthe selection  of
Overseas Dews

seems to be made haphazard, with very
little regard to what most attracts lis-
teners. No doubt there iz good reason
why we should not he given murders
and blood aver the air, ang there is «
vertain amount of “heavy” political and

H}(Udntiuued from previnus paze.).

tflrum like an enlarged cotton-reel, con-
nected with a grawophone pick-up--
measures only nine ineheg by five.

From the loud-speaker. when the
“ralking newspaper” 18 in action, will
come descriptions of big fights, races,
court - cases, public  funetions.  with
weinal toises making them vivid, reat.

Reporters "will cover their assign.
menty armed with recording machines,
and the records they fake will be print-
ol on The presses ke ordinary stotries
g pletures. A full page  of  comic
sirips ean be “told” on only one inch
of sound-track, .

Mre. Fiueh will demwonstrate his talk
irg uewspaper to Awmerican publishers
at fheir New York - convention  this
month,

So, .at last;.

- foremost barristers to-dagy.
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financial details which are indis-
pensable. All the same, there could
surely be a liftle sub-editing done be-
fore the day’s evenis go over the air,
Radio news sessions could be highlights
of the programmes, with the messages
arranged according te news value—
just as they are in a well-ordered news.
paper. Instead, they mostly sound
iediously like father reading the ecoi-
mercial page.

More quiet and careful work goes on
behind fthe microphone in children’s
sessions than most listeners realise.
The idea that the child mind needs only
trivial food is now fortunately obso-

Jete in New Zea-

TREATING CHILD land radio. As ax
MIND example, a session
WITH RESPECT. was given in the
children’s hour

last week from 2YA that wag just as
fascinating to adults as te the young,
and yet must have had a direct appeal
to the latter, There were two inain
features, the first a charming little
sketch hased on the friendship between
Sir Walter Scott and his eight-year-old
playmate, Marjorie ¥leming, and the
gecond a clear-cut dramatised version
of the tragic flight of NR101, given in
a serios called “This Wag News.” Botl
showed signs of careful, indeed, affec-
tionate workmanship, and pald the
child mind the tribute of treating it as
something deserving respect—and that,
of course, is the way to gei it to re-

spond.

New session on 2YD Sunday night
programmes is a celebrity condert
ahout 8§ o’clock, compered by “Man in
the Gallery.” Tast week it started -ff
well with some excellent recordings of

famous artists in

MAM IM THE musie, not too clasw

GALLERY" sieal te be popular.

WAS MERVOUS. “Man in the Gal-

lery” himself was

the weak link, for his voice was rather

uneven and hbinted af uervousness.

Maybe that will pass off in time—any-

way, the maln stuff of the feature is
worth trying.

Talks oun trials are not hard to listen
fo when they are handled as has been
the shiori series of curious and histori-
cal trialy given recently from 4YA by
2 Dunedin barrister. ILast week the

second of the
NOTED BARRISTER “Iistorical 'Trials”
HNEW was given, ang I

HIS SUBJECT. could not but be im-
pressed by the man-
ner iu which the speaker obtained
every serap of drama and human in-
terest from his stories, which. for time
reasons, had to be pruned to the vori-
est essentials, Many  people  desiroy
the whole effeet by improper pruning,

but this speaker lost nothing at ali,
indeed, his pruning rather enhanced

the dramas he related. The speaker’s
identity is really quite well known, e
is Mr. (. J. T, White, one of Dunedin’<
I have of-
ten hearq Mr. White in court—he is
invariably defending counsel in most
of the big criminal cases——and, after
vomparing hig court manner with his
radio manner, 1 believe he has two dis-
{inef personalities, o court he rants
and declaims so  that you wouldn’t
think he wa< human, but you couldn’t

~ bave wished for a more human speaker
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on the air, Incidentally, I was pleased
to hear Mr. White outline the story of
Jock MacKenzie last week, I have quite
a soft spot for the notoricus sheep-
stealer, because he is about the only
decently picturesque criminal we bave
in our history, and in some degree
measures up to Robin Hood or Claude
Duval, T have always believed that
some day MacKenzie will occupy a
place in New Zealand “penny dreadlul”
fietion that the outlaw and highwuy-
man already mentioned occupy in othel
countries. :
*

"Capping procession staged by sto-
dents of the Otago University was well
handled by 4Z2B, From the City Holel
two announcers gave the first veally
comprehensive account of a students

procession ever
HUMOUR NEEDED given in Duuedin,

CAREFUL and the novelty of
HANDLING. the broadeast wus

’ widely appreciated.
Student  humour being  what il
sometimes 18, the announcers had
to exercise care in vreading ong
some of the signg and placards

and more than once a titter into
the “mike” followed by fthe remark.
“We wouldn’t be allowed to broadeast
that” (no refiections on Norman Long},
sugegested that whatever amused the
annonncers was outside the “over-the-
air” censorship laws, Nevertheless, one
of the announcers was caughr napping.
and he repeated something which I
know gquite well would be deleted if I
sef, it down. *Lord Gallstomes” and
members of his party had a few amui-
ing remarks to make later on

.

Try as 1 mighi, I have not heen able
o accustom myself yvet to the uewer
stvie in the 2YA breakfast session.
The programmes 1nay have been
livened up to suit the popular taste,
and there may be.
for all I know,
thousands of
brighter breakfas(-
eaters who find
these dull early winter mornings less
of a trial when the joyouns notes of
somebody’s swing band playing rhyi{hm
~mite their ears. If so, I can only say
“God bless them,” and switch off into
a «ilence broken only by the rustling
of the newspaper apd the crackling
of the bacon rind. Nevertheless, I
c¢aw't help thinking that those of ns
who want soothing -rather than stimn-
leting af breakfast are hardly done by.

BREAKFAST IS
NOT
WHAT IT WAS,

<X

1 seems appropriate to follow rhvis
up by inquiring if there is any bur-
ticular. reason why all the YA sta-

- tions should go dumb between ¥ uml

10 a.m. Me, Um a lazy fellow, I know,
' but gquite often "I

NO MUSIC don't start breuk-
FOR fast till about S.th.

LATE RISERS. or later  {having

worked till  abont
two in the worning): and there's
7 othing to encourage my consumption
af toast except the voice of Aunl Daisy
or Sylvia, or someone, telling about
roodstufly far more enticing than toass,
In all New Zealand there doesn’! seom
tv be a bar of music on the air until
n.30—exvept the occasional briel in
terludex which. the ZB stations »aud-
wicli in between the recipes and the
reusebold. hints,



